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PATENT OFFICE

LAWRENCE A. POWELL,HOF FORT MYZERS, FLORIDA

TOP-LOCKING MEANS FOR CASKETS, SHIPPING CASES, AND THE LIKE

Application ‘filéd April 4;

This invention relates to undertaking, and

its’ general object-is to provide a shipping

case; casket and the like; that is capable of
being sealed air tight in-an-easy .and expedi-

5 tious manner and with very little effort-on the-

part of the operator.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide:a shipping case, casket and the like for
dead bodies that includes a positive air tight

16 sealing means-that is extremely: simple in’

construction, contains few. parts, and is cap--

able-of being locked and retained in locked
position without fear of casual opening, with
the result, a dead:body can bekept in proper
15-state for an indefinite period of time before
and during shipping as-well as for other
purposes.: '
Thisinventionalso consists in certain other
_features of construction and in the combina-
20 tion and arrangement of the several parts, to
be hereinafter fully described, illustrated in
the accompanying drawings and specifically
pointed out in the appended claims:
In describing my-invention in detail, ref-
25 erence will be had to the accompanying draw-
ings wherein' like charactérs denote like or
corresponding parts throughout:the several-
views, and in which: o
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a ship-
30 ping-case forming the subject matter of the
present invention.
Figure 2 is'a top plan view of the body.
thereof. ‘ , :
Figure 8 is a bottom plan view of the top.:
Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on line
4—4 of Figure 1.
Figure 5 1s a sectional view taken on line.
5—5 of Figure 4.
Figure 6 is a sectional view taken approxi-
40 mately-on line 6—6 of Figure 4.
Figure 7 is d perspective view of the seal-
ing gasket.
Referring to the drawings in' detail the
reference numeral 1 indicates the body of the
46 shipping case as shown, ‘and while I have
disclosed the sealing means ‘applied to a
shipping case, it-will be obvious: that the:
same is to be used on caskets and the like of
any make and construction, without depart-
50-ing . from -the spirit of the invention.: The
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shipping case as shown is constructed of met-
al and formed integral with the side and end
walls of the body 1s a continuous outwardly -
extending horizontally disposed flange 2
which is provided with a continuous groove
3 disposed adjacent the juncture of the flange
with the walls of the body as best shown in
Figure 4 of the drawings.  The flange is fur-
ther provided with a plurality of slots 4 ar-
ranged outwardly of the groove and in equi- ¢
distantly spaced relation with respect to each
other for a purpose which will be preseritly
apparent. ‘

The top is indicated by the reference nu-
meral 5 and is centrally provided with a
raised portion 6 which is-formed with inclined
walls 7 so as the top will conform with the
top: of a casket and the like which may. be
arranged in the case. From the inclined
walls 7, the top extends to provide a hori- 70
zontal - portion 8 which has: formed on its
outer edges a depending flange 9 adapted to
be arranged in contacting engagement with
a like flange 10 formed with the flange 2 of
the body.

Fixed to the underside of the horizontal
portion 8 of the top is a plurality of bearing
blocks 11 formed with square bores to accom.
modate square in cross section rods mounted
for slidable movement therein, and for dis- 8o
tinction the rods which extend Iongitudinally
of the top are indicated by the reference nu-
meral 12 while the transverse-rods bear the
reference numeral 13 Secured to the de-
pending flange adjacent tio of -its corners
as suggested in Figure 3 of the drawing are
guide bearings 14 through which pass one of
the ends of the longitudinal rods 12 and these
ends are threaded as at 15 to receive the shank
16 of an operating handle 17 which as shown
in Figure 6 is pivotally secured to the shank
whereby. it can be -arranged in contacting
engagement therewith when not in use. The
shank is formed with. a threaded bore for
receiving the threaded end of its rod as best
shown in Figure 6 of the drawings. The
opposite ends of the rods are pivotally - se-
cured to ears 18 ‘which are pivotally fixed
adjacent to the corners of the horizontal por-
tion: 8, opposite the guide bearings, and these
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ears 18 also pivotally receive one of the ends
of the transverse rods so that movement of
the longitudinal rods 12 will be transmitted
to the transverse rods whereby the rods will
be operated in unison.

Secured to the rods 12 and 13 at equi-
distantly spaced relation with respect to each
other for cooperation with the slots 4 are a
plurality of keepers 19 having a square bore
for accommodating the rods and a cam tongue
20. Arrangedin {he continuous greove 3 1s a
gasket which is preferably formed from rub-
ber or some similar resilient composition and
is adapted to receive the top and the horizon-
tal portion 8 thereof as best shown in Figure
5 of the drawings. : ’

From the above description and disclosure
of the drawings, it will be obvious that I have
provided a positive sealing means for ship-
ping cases, caskets and the like that can be
operated in an easy and expeditious manner
with very little effort on the part of the
operator, as all that is necessary for the op-
eration of the sealing means is to dispose the
handle 17 of their shanks 16, which are fixed
to the threaded ends of the respective rods 12,
to their operative position or at right angles
to the shanks, and by rotating the handles,
it will be apparent that the rods 12 will be
moved longitudinally in their bearing blocks
11 while the rods 13 will be transversely
moved. This movement will cause the keep-
ers 19 to likewise move and due to the engage-

ment of the cam tongues, which are passed -

through the slots, with the underside of the
flange 2, the top will be drawn tightly against
the gasket which is indicated by the reference

‘numeral 21 and provide an air tight connec-

tion between the top and body.

It is thought from the foregoing -deserip-
tion that the advantages and novel features
of my invention will be readily apparent. -

T desire it to be understood that I may make
changes in the construction and in the com-
bination and arrangement of the several
parts, provided that such changes fall with-
in the scope of the appended claims. '

What I claim is: ‘

1. In an undertaking device, a body, a
flange formed with said body and being pro-
vided with a plurality of slots, a removable
top for said body, rods slidably mounted and
carried by said top, cam means secured to
said rods and means for sliding said rods for
securing the cam means in the slots.

2. A shipping case for dead bodies com-
prising a body, a horizontally disposed flange
formed with said body and being provided
with a plurality of slots, a removable top for
said body and including a flanged horizontal
portion, bearing blocks secured to said por-
tion, longitudinally and transversely dis-
posed rods mounted for slidable movement
through said bearing blocks, cam members
carried by said rods and being adapted to
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be received in said slots, and handled means
rotatably mounted on the longitudinally dis-
posed rods for moving the rods and securing
the cam members in the slots to provide a
tight connection between the top and body.

3. The combination with a metallic case
for receiving dead bodies and including a
flanged body and a removable top, of slidably
mounted rods carried by said top and being
disposed longitudinally and transversely
thereof, means for -pivotally securing the
transversely disposed rods with the longitu-
dinally disposed rods, and being pivotally
secured to said top, cam members secured to
said rods for movement therewith and adapt-
ed to be received in slots formed in the flange
of the body, and means threadedly secured to
the longitdinally disposed rods for moving

“the same ‘and transversely disposed rods si-

multaneously for securing said cam members
in the slots to provide a tight connection be-
tween the top and body.

4. A case of the character described com-

prising a body, a horizontally disposed flange

formed therewith and being provided with
a plurality of slots, a removable top for said
body and including a flanged horizontal por-
tion, bearing blocks secured to the horizontal
portion, longitudinally and transversely dis-
posed rods mounted for slidable movement
1n said bearing blocks, threaded portions in-
cluded in the longitudinally disposed rods,
means threadedly secured to the threaded
portions for moving the longitudinally dis-
posed rods, means pivotally securing the
transverse rods with the longitudinally dis-
posed rods whereby they are moved simul-
taneously, and means carried by said rods
and received in said slots to fasten the top
to said body. ‘ '

5. An -undertaking case of the character

" described comprising a body, a flange formed

integrally therewith and bemg provided with
slots,a top for said body, means for secur-
ing said top to said body and including

longitudinally disposed rods mounted for

slidable movement and carried by said top,
transversely disposed rods pivotally secured
to said longitudinally disposed rods for
movement therewith, keepers fixed to said
rods at predetermined intervals thereon, cam
tongues formed with said keepers and be-
ing adapted to be received in said slots, and
handled means threadedly secured to one of

- the ends of said longitudinal rods, for mov-

ing said rods and securing and retaining the

cam tongues in the slots to provide a tight

connection between the body and top.

6. In an: undertaking device, a body, a
horizontally disposed slotted flange formed
with said body; a removable top for said
body and including a horizontal portion
adapted to be arranged in parallelism with
said flange, rods mounted for slidable move-
ment between the flange and horizontal por-
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tion and carried by said horizontal portion,
cam means carried by said rod and movable
into and out of said slots, and means thread-
edly mounted on some of said rods for mov-
ing all of said rods and the cam means re-
spectively whereby the latter can be secured
in said slots to fasten the top to the body.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
LAWRENCE A. POWELL.




