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VEHICLE DISPLAY CONTROL DEVICE,
VEHICLE DISPLAY CONTROL METHOD,
AND VEHICLE DISPLAY CONTROL
PROGRAM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 17/857,410 filed on Jul. 5, 2022, which claims
priority under 35 USC 119 from Japanese Patent Application
No. 2021-141917 filed on Aug. 31, 2021, the disclosure of
each of the prior applications is hereby incorporated by
reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to a vehicle display control
device, a vehicle display control method, and a vehicle
display control program.

Related Art

Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2016-197390
discloses a vehicle including an adaptive cruise control
(ACC) function that maintains a distance between the host
vehicle and a vehicle ahead while controlling the travel
speed of the host vehicle, and a driving assistance function
such as a lane-keeping assistance (LKA) function that keeps
the host vehicle within a lane during travel.

Moreover, this vehicle is installed with a head-up display
(HUD) device that enables a driver to perceive an image
(virtual image) projected onto a projection region defined by
a windshield.

The HUD device causes the driver to associate the acti-
vation states of the ACC and the LKA with each other, and
also performs display indicating a standby state, and when
activation is approved, the HUD device displays an image
indicating that the respective functions are in an activated
state.

Incidentally, the HUD devices installed in a vehicle have
a limited area for displaying images. Therefore, it is desired
that information be effectively included in an image that is
displayed in a limited area of a vehicle.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure has been accomplished in consid-
eration of the foregoing circumstances, and provides a
vehicle display control device, a vehicle display control
method, and a vehicle display control program capable of
displaying an effective image at a limited area of a vehicle.

A vehicle display control device according to a first aspect
is installed at a host vehicle configured to travel as a result
of a drive source being driven, the vehicle display control
device including: a memory; a processor coupled to the
memory; and a display device. The processor is configured
to control the display device and project an image onto a
display region configured at a windshield glass. In a case in
which a predetermined travel assistance function provided at
the host vehicle is not in operation, the processor is config-
ured to control the display device such that a first display
image is projected onto the display region, the first display
image including drive information indicating a drive state of
the drive source and information corresponding to a travel
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state of the host vehicle, and in a case in which the
predetermined travel assistance function is in operation, the
processor is configured to control the display device such
that a second display image is projected onto the display
region, the second display image omitting display of the
drive information and including a symbol indicating the
predetermined travel assistance function and information
indicating an operation state of the predetermined travel
assistance function.

The vehicle display control device of the first aspect is
provided at a host vehicle that travels, in response to a drive
state of the drive source, by the drive source being driven,
and the processor controls the display device and projects an
image onto a display region area configured at the wind-
shield glass.

The processor controls an image to be displayed at the
display region of the windshield glass. At this time, in a case
in which a predetermined travel assistance function provided
in the vehicle is not in operation, the processor controls the
display device so as to display a first display image including
drive information (such as engine speed) indicating a drive
state of the drive source and information corresponding to a
travel state of the vehicle. Further, in a case in which a
predetermined travel assistance function has been activated,
the processor controls the display device so as to display a
second display image including a symbol indicating the
predetermined travel assistance function and information
indicating an operation state of the predetermined travel
assistance function.

The second display image omits display of drive infor-
mation indicating the drive state of the drive source. The
travel assistance function assists driving operation by the
driver, and in a case in which the travel assistance function
is in operation, the driver does not necessarily needs drive
information indicating the drive state of the drive source.

By omitting display of the drive information of the drive
source from the second display image displayed when the
travel assistance function has been activated, an effective
image can be displayed in a limited area of the vehicle.

In a vehicle display control device of a second aspect, in
the first aspect, the first display image and the second display
image include at least one of information indicating a shift
range of the vehicle or information indicating a vehicle
speed.

In the vehicle display control device of the second aspect,
at least one of the information indicating the shift range or
the vehicle speed is included in the second display image.
This enables the driver to comprehend the travel state of the
vehicle regardless of whether or not the travel assistance
function is in operation.

In a vehicle display control device of a third aspect, in the
first or second aspect, the predetermined travel assistance
function includes a function that maintains a vehicle speed
and an inter-vehicle distance relative to a preceding vehicle,
and the symbol of the second display image includes a
symbol indicating the inter-vehicle distance between the
host vehicle and the preceding vehicle.

The vehicle display control device of the third aspect
includes an ACC function that maintains a vehicle speed and
a vehicle distance from a preceding vehicle as a predeter-
mined travel assistance function. In a case in which the ACC
function is in operation, a symbol indicating an inter-vehicle
distance between the host vehicle and the preceding vehicle
is displayed in the second display image. This enables the
driver to accurately comprehend that the ACC is in opera-
tion.
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In a vehicle display control device of a fourth aspect, in
any one of the first aspect to the third aspect, the predeter-
mined travel assistance function includes a function that
keeps the host vehicle in a travel lane, and the symbol of the
second display image includes a symbol indicating the travel
lane in which the host vehicle is traveling.

The vehicle display control device of the fourth aspect
includes a lane-keep function, which is a function that
causes the host vehicle to stay in a travel lane, as a
predetermined travel assistance function. In a case in which
the lane-keep function is operated, the second display image
includes a symbol indicating the lane in which the host
vehicle is traveling. This enables the driver to accurately
comprehend that the lane-keep function is operating.

In a vehicle display control device of a fifth aspect, in any
one of the first to fourth aspects, the display region is
configured at a lower-side portion of the windshield glass,
and the first display image is projected onto a lower-side
portion inside the display region.

In the vehicle display control device of the fifth aspect, the
first display image is projected onto a lower-side portion
within the display region, which is configured at a lower-
side portion of the windshield glass. This enables a situation
in which a large-sized first display image is projected onto
the windshield glass in a state in which the travel assistance
function is not operating, to be avoided.

A method of vehicle display control of a sixth aspect, in
a configuration in which an image is projected by a display
device onto a display region configured at a windshield glass
of a vehicle that is configured to travel as a result of a drive
source being driven, the vehicle being provided with a
memory, a processor coupled to the memory, and the display
device. The method includes: in a case in which a prede-
termined travel assistance function provided at the vehicle is
not in operation, the processor controls the display device
such that a first display image is projected onto the display
region, the first display image including drive information
indicating a drive state of the drive source and information
corresponding to a travel state of the vehicle. In a case in
which the predetermined travel assistance function is in
operation, the processor controls the display device such that
a second display image is projected onto the display region,
the second display image omitting display of the drive
information and including a symbol indicating the predeter-
mined travel assistance function and information indicating
an operation state of the predetermined travel assistance
function.

In the vehicle display control method of the sixth aspect,
similarly to the first aspect, by omitting display of the drive
information of the drive source from the second display
image displayed when the travel assistance function has
been activated, an effective image can be displayed in a
limited area of the vehicle.

A non-transitory storage medium of a seventh aspect
stores a vehicle display control program that is executable
by a computer to perform processing, the computer is
provided at a vehicle configured to travel as a result of a
drive source being driven, and an image is projected onto a
display region configured at a windshield glass of the
vehicle, the processing of the program including: in a case
in which a predetermined travel assistance function provided
at the vehicle is not in operation, projecting a first display
image onto the display region, the first display image
including drive information indicating a drive state of the
drive source and information corresponding to a travel state
of the vehicle; and in a case in which the predetermined
travel assistance function is in operation, projecting a second
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4
display image onto the display region, the second display
image omitting display of the drive information and includ-
ing a symbol indicating the predetermined travel assistance
function and information indicating an operation state of the
predetermined travel assistance function.

Similarly to the first aspect, in the non-transitory storage
medium storing the vehicle display control program of the
seventh aspect, by omitting display of the drive information
of the drive source from the second display image displayed
when the travel assistance function has been activated, an
effective image can be displayed in a limited area of the
vehicle.

According to the respective aspects of the present disclo-
sure, since the drive information of the drive source is not
displayed in the second display image displayed during
operation of the travel assistance function, there is the
advantageous effect of enabling an effective image to be
displayed at a limited area of the vehicle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic con-
figuration of main components of a display control device
according to the present exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a front view illustrating main parts of a vehicle;

FIG. 3 is a schematic configuration diagram illustrating
main components of a head-up display (HUD);

FIG. 4 is a front view illustrating an example of a steering
switch;

FIG. 5A is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of
a display image in a steady state;

FIG. 5B is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of
a display image in a travel assistance state;

FIG. 6A is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of
a display image at which symbols corresponding to opera-
tion of an adaptive cruise control (ACC) function are
displayed;

FIG. 6B is a schematic diagram illustrating another
example of a display image at which symbols corresponding
to operation of an ACC function are displayed;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of
a display image at which symbols corresponding to opera-
tion of a lane tracing assistance (LTA) function are dis-
played;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an overview of display
control processing;

FIG. 9A is a flowchart illustrating an example of display
processing for an ACC symbol; and

FIG. 9B is a flowchart illustrating an example of display
processing for an LTA symbol.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following, an embodiment of the present invention
is explained with reference to the drawings.

A display control device 10, which is a vehicle display
control device according to the present exemplary embodi-
ment, is provided at a vehicle 12, and various types of
information relating to the vehicle 12 are displayed and an
occupant (driver) is informed of the various types of infor-
mation. FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a schematic
configuration of main components of the display control
device 10, and FIG. 2 illustrates a front view of main parts
inside the vehicle cabin as seen from the perspective of the
occupant (driver).

The vehicle 12 according to the present exemplary
embodiment is provided with an engine (an internal com-
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bustion engine such as a gasoline engine) that is a drive
source for travel, and the vehicle 12 travels by means of the
driving of the engine. As illustrated in FIG. 2, an instrument
panel 14 is disposed at the vehicle 12 at a front side, in a
vehicle front-rear direction, relative to a seat (driving seat)
at which an occupant is seated inside the vehicle cabin. A
windshield glass 16 is disposed at a vehicle front-side end of
the instrument panel 14, and the windshield glass 16 extends
in a vertical direction and a vehicle width direction and
partitions the interior of the vehicle cabin from the exterior
of the vehicle cabin.

A steering shaft (not illustrated) having an axial direction
in the vehicle front-rear direction is disposed at a vehicle
front side of the vehicle cabin, and the steering shaft is
supported rotatably by the vehicle body. Further, a steering
wheel 18 is disposed at a vehicle front side of the driving
seat. The steering wheel 18 is integrated by connecting an
annular rim part 18A and a hub part 18B disposed at a central
portion of the rim part 18A via a spoke part 18C.

The steering wheel 18 is supported rotatably at the vehicle
body, with the hub part 18B being fixed to a vehicle rearward
end of the steering shaft. The vehicle 12 is steered by
rotating the steering shaft by rotating the steering wheel 18
(rim part 18A). Further, a steering switch 46, which is
described below, is disposed at the spoke part 18C of the
steering wheel 18, and the steering switch 46 is operable by
an occupant. FIG. 2 illustrates the steering wheel 18 in a
state of straight-forward vehicle progress.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the display control device 10
includes a head-up display (HUD) 20 as a display device,
and a display control electronic control unit (ECU) 24
configured to control image display of the HUD 20. FIG. 3
shows a schematic configuration diagram of the HUD 20.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the HUD 20 includes a display
section 26 that emits projection light for a display image, a
mirror 28 configured by a concave mirror and configured to
reflect and project projection light, emitted from the display
section 26, onto the windshield glass 16, and a mirror angle
modification actuator 28 A that modifies the reflection angle
of the mirror 28 with respect to the projection light.

As illustrated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 3, a display region 16A,
onto which a display image is projected, is established at the
windshield glass 16, and the display region 16A is located at
the vehicle front side of the driver’s seat, and is configured
as a lower-side portion of the windshield glass 16 in the
vertical direction. As a result, the display region 16A is
positioned such that a lower part thereof in the vertical
direction overlaps with a hood (not illustrated) or the like at
a front portion of the vehicle 12 when viewed from the
perspective of an occupant seated in the driving seat.

The windshield glass 16 is treated with half-mirroring or
the like at a cabin inner surface corresponding to the display
region 16A. The windshield glass 16 enables an occupant to
view a display image projected onto the display region 16 A,
and also enables the occupant to view a scene (a sight), a
person (a pedestrian), or the like, ahead of the vehicle from
inside the vehicle cabin.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the display control ECU 24
includes a central processing unit (CPU) 30A and memory
30B such as read only memory (ROM) and random access
memory (RAM). The display control ECU 24 includes a
storage section 30C including non-volatile storage such as a
hard disk drive (HDD) or a solid state drive (SSD), a
communication interface (I/F) 30D, and an input/output
interface (I/F) 30E. In the display control ECU 24, the CPU
30A, memory 30B, storage section 30C, communication I/F
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30D, and input/output I/'F 30E are communicably connected
with each other via a bus 30F.

The display control ECU 24 stores a vehicle display
control program 32 in the storage section 30C. The display
control ECU 24 implements functionality as a control sec-
tion that controls a display image of the HUD 20 by the CPU
30A reading the control program 32 from the storage section
30C and executing the control program 32 while opening the
control program 32 in the memory (RAM) 30B.

The display control ECU 24 is connected to a system bus
34 provided in the vehicle 12. Moreover, the vehicle 12 is
installed with a vehicle control ECU 36 that performs
vehicle control including travel control, and the vehicle
control ECU 36 is connected to the system bus 34. Various
control ECUs (not illustrated) are installed in the vehicle 12,
such as an engine ECU that performs engine control, a
steering control ECU that performs steering control, a brak-
ing control ECU that performs braking control, and a shift
control ECU that performs transmission control. The vehicle
control ECU 36 performs vehicle control in cooperation
with the various control ECUs.

Various onboard devices (none of which is illustrated)
such as an air conditioner, an audio system, a car navigation
system, and a voice input system are installed in the vehicle
12, and these onboard devices are connected to the system
bus 34. The vehicle control ECU 36 is thereby connected to
the onboard devices via the system bus 34, enabling opera-
tion management and control of each of the onboard devices.

Further, devices (travel assistance devices) for travel
assistance, such as an adaptive cruise control (ACC) device
40 and a lane tracing assistance (LTA) device 42, are
installed in the vehicle 12. The ACC device 40 and the LTA
device 42 are each connected to the system bus 34.

In the vehicle 12, the ACC device 40 implements a travel
assistance function (ACC function) that maintains a vehicle
speed and an inter-vehicle distance from a preceding
vehicle, and the LTA device 42 implements a function
(stay-in-lane function, LTA function) that causes the host
vehicle (vehicle 12) to stay in a travel lane. In the vehicle 12,
the vehicle control ECU 36, the ACC device 40, and the LTA
device 42 may operate in concert as a travel assistance
device and implement travel assistance functionality that
supports driving operation by an occupant.

The ACC device 40 controls the vehicle 12 so as to travel
at a set vehicle speed in cooperation with the vehicle control
ECU 36 by having a vehicle speed (travel speed) set by an
occupant. Moreover, using a camera that images ahead of
the vehicle, a millimeter-wave radar that transmits scanning
waves (millimeter waves) to a predetermined range ahead of
the vehicle and receives reflected waves, or the like, the
ACC device 40 detects a preceding vehicle traveling ahead
of the vehicle 12, and also detects an inter-vehicle distance
between the preceding vehicle and the vehicle 12. The ACC
device 40 performs vehicle speed control and the like in
cooperation with the vehicle control ECU 36 so as not to
allow the detected inter-vehicle distance to become equal to
or less than a preset inter-vehicle distance.

Using a camera (image capture means) that images ahead
of the vehicle, the LTA device 42 detects lanes (white lines
to the left and right) marked on the road surface on which the
vehicle 12 is traveling, and performs steering control and the
like in cooperation with the vehicle control ECU 36 so as to
cause the vehicle 12 to travel between the white lines to the
left and right.

Moreover, the vehicle 12 is provided with a switch ECU
44 as selection means and setting means, and the switch
ECU 44 is connected to the system bus 34. Plural switches
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are connected to the switch ECU 44. In the present exem-
plary embodiment, the steering switch 46 is used as the
plural switches.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the steering wheel 18 is provided
with a steering switch 46 at a spoke part 18C. Although the
steering wheel 18 is provided with steering switches at the
spoke part 18C at the right side of the hub part 18B in the
vehicle width direction and at the spoke part 18C at the left
side of the hub part 18B in the vehicle width direction, in the
present exemplary embodiment, the steering switch 46 at the
right side of the hub part 18B is explained. Main compo-
nents of the steering switch 46 are illustrated in front view
in FIG. 4. The steering switch 46 can be configured to be
selectable from either the right side in the vehicle width
direction, or the left side in the vehicle width direction, of
the hub part 18B.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the steering switch 46 includes a
tact switch 48A at the side of the hub part 18B (the left side
of the drawing in FIG. 4) and a tact switch 48B at the side
of'the rim part 18A side (the right side of the drawing in FIG.
4), and the tact switches 48 A, 48B are configured as contact
detection-type switches, for example.

One side (the upper side in the drawing in FIG. 4) of the
tact switch 48A is configured as the ACC switch 50, while
the other side (the lower side in the drawing in FIG. 4) is
configured as the LTA switch 52. The ACC device 40 is
switched on/off by operating the ACC switch 50. The LTA
device 42 is switched on/off by operating the LTA switch 52.

The tact switch 48B is configured with a vehicle speed
increase switch 54A, a vehicle speed decrease switch 54B,
an inter-vehicle distance increase switch 56A, and an inter-
vehicle distance decrease switch 56B. The vehicle speed set
in the ACC device 40 is increased stepwise by operating the
increase switch 54A, and is decreased stepwise by operating
the decrease switch 54B. Moreover, regarding the inter-
vehicle distance, the set inter-vehicle distance is gradually
lengthened (the inter-vehicle gap is widened) by operating
the increase switch 56 A, and the set inter-vehicle distance is
gradually shortened (the inter-vehicle gap is narrowed) by
operating the decrease switch 56B.

The display control ECU 24 acquires information corre-
sponding to a travel state or an operation state of the vehicle
12 via the system bus 34, and enables the HUD 20 to display
an image corresponding to the acquired information at the
display region 16A of the windshield glass 16.

The display control ECU 24 acquires operation informa-
tion from the ACC device 40 and the LTA device 42, and
switches the image displayed by the HUD 20 at the display
region 16 A of the windshield glass 16 in accordance with the
acquired operation information. At this time, the display
control ECU 24 switches the image displayed at the display
region 16 A between a state in which neither the ACC device
40 nor the LTA device 42 is in operation (hereafter, referred
to as a steady state), and a state in which at least one of the
ACC device 40 or the LTA device 42 is in operation
(hereafter, referred to as a travel assistance state).

In the following explanation, in order to simplify expla-
nation, performing image display (image projection) at the
display region 16A of the windshield glass 16 is explained
as image display at the HUD 20. In the following explana-
tion, operation of the ACC device 40 is explained as
operation of the ACC function, and operation of the LTA
device 42 as operation of the LTA function.

FIG. 5A is a schematic diagram illustrating a display
image of the HUD 20 in a steady state, and FIG. 5B is a
schematic diagram illustrating a display image of the HUD
20 in a travel assistance state. FIG. 6A and FIG. 6B are

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

schematic diagrams illustrating symbols (symbols included
in a display image) displayed at the HUD 20 when the ACC
function is activated, and FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram
illustrating symbols (symbols included in a display image)
displayed at the HUD 20 when the LTA function is activated.

As illustrated in FIG. 5A, a display image 60, which is a
first display image, includes a position element 62 as an
image indicating a shift position of the transmission of the
vehicle 12 acquired from the vehicle control ECU 36 or the
like via the system bus 34. Moreover, the display image 60
includes a vehicle speed element 64 indicating the travel
speed of the vehicle 12 is displayed. Moreover, the display
image 60 includes a tachometer element 66 or the like that
displays the number of revolutions (engine speed) of the
drive shaft of the engine indicating an operation state of the
drive source of the vehicle 12.

The position element 62 includes the alphabetical char-
acter “M” and a two-digit numeral (Arabic numerals), and
the two-digit numeral is changed in accordance with the
shift position of the transmission. The tachometer element
66 includes a scale bar 66A and an index bar 66B, each of
which is formed in an arc shape. One side of the scale bar
66A in the circumferential direction is set as a low rotational
speed side, and the other side in the circumferential direction
is set as a high rotation side, and one end side of the index
bar 66B in the circumferential direction is set at the low
rotation-side end of the scale bar 66 A, and the other end side
in the circumferential direction is changed along the scale
bar 66A in accordance with the engine speed.

The vehicle speed element 64 is disposed at a lower
portion in the vertical direction, and at an intermediate
portion (central portion) in the vehicle width direction, on
the display image 60. Moreover, the position element 62 is
disposed in alignment with the vehicle speed element 64, on
the left side (or on the right side) of the vehicle width
direction of the vehicle speed element 64. The tachometer
element 66 is disposed so as to be upwardly convex at an
upper side of the vehicle speed element 64. As a result, in the
display image 60, the position element 62, the vehicle speed
element 64, and the tachometer element 66 are arranged so
as to be grouped together at a lower portion in the vertical
direction, and the upper-side portion in the vertical direction
is configured as a non-image region (a region in which an
image is not disposed).

As illustrated in FIG. 5B, the tachometer element 66 is
excluded from the display image 68 serving as the second
display image, while the position element 62 and the vehicle
speed element 64 are disposed in the display image 68. The
display image 68 also displays an ACC symbol 70, which
indicates that the ACC function is in operation, and an L.TA
symbol 72, which indicates that the LTA function is in
operation. The ACC symbol 70 and the LTA symbol 72 are
disposed at the upper-side portion in the vertical direction (a
portion above the vehicle speed part 64) of the display image
68.

As illustrated in FIG. 6A, the ACC symbol 70 includes
plural inter-vehicle bars 70A and a set vehicle speed element
70B. The number of inter-vehicle bars 70A depends on the
inter-vehicle distance set by the ACC function (ACC device
40), and an inter-vehicle bar 70A at the upper side is shorter
than one at the lower side of the display image 60, whereby
the inter-vehicle bars 70A are arranged in a substantially
trapezoidal shape as a whole. Moreover, the set vehicle
speed element 70B is disposed at an opposite side of the
vehicle speed element 64 from the position element 62.

As illustrated in FIG. 6B, the ACC symbol 70 may include
a vehicle mark 70C schematically illustrating a preceding
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vehicle. The vehicle mark 70C is displayed above the
inter-vehicle bars 70 A upon detection of a preceding vehicle
that is subject to the inter-vehicle distance relative to the
vehicle 12.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, white line markings 72A are used
in pairs in the LTA symbol 72, and the spacing between the
pair of white line markings 72A is narrower at an upper side
than at a lower side in the vertical direction. As a result, as
illustrated in FIG. 5B, the inter-vehicle bars 70A of the ACC
symbol 70 are disposed between the pair of white line
markings 72A of the LTA symbol 72.

Next, explanation is given regarding the display control of
the HUD 20 implemented by the display control ECU 24.
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an overview of display
control processing, FIG. 9A is a flowchart illustrating dis-
play processing for the ACC symbol 70, and FIG. 9B is a
flowchart illustrating display processing for the LTA symbol
72.

The vehicle 12 is provided with an ACC device 40, and
in the ACC device 40, the vehicle speed and the inter-vehicle
distance can be set by operating the tact switch 48B of the
steering switch 46. The increase switch 54A and the
decrease switch 54B are used to set the vehicle speed, and
the increase switch 56A and the decrease switch 56B are
used to set the inter-vehicle distance. Moreover, in the
vehicle 12, the tact switch 48A of the steering switch 46 is
used to turn both the ACC device 40 and the LTA device 42
on and off.

Further, the display control device 10 is operated by
turning on an ignition switch or the like of the vehicle 12,
whereby the display control ECU 24 initiates the display
control processing, and ends the display control processing
when operation is stopped by turning off the ignition switch,
for example.

As illustrated in FIG. 8, the display control ECU 24
checks whether or not a travel assistance function has been
switched on in the first step 100, and in cases in which
neither the ACC switch 50 nor the LTA switch 52 of the tact
switch 48A has been turned on, a negative determination is
made at step 100, and processing transitions to step 102.

At step 102, the display control ECU 24 causes the
display image 60 applied to the steady state to be displayed
at the HUD 20. As a result, the position element 62, the
vehicle speed element 64, and the tachometer element 66 are
displayed at the HUD 20, and the display content of each of
the position element 62, the vehicle speed element 64, and
the tachometer element 66 is changed in accordance with the
travel state of the vehicle 12.

Moreover, when at least one of the ACC switch 50 or the
LTA switch 52 is turned on, the display control ECU 24
makes an affirmative determination at step 100, and transi-
tions to step 104. At step 104, the display control ECU 24
causes the display image 68 applied to the travel assistance
state to be displayed at the HUD 20. As a result, the
tachometer element 66 is not displayed at the HUD 20 in the
travel assistance state.

Then, the display control ECU 24 checks at step 106
whether or not the ACC switch 50 has been turned on, and
checks at step 108 whether or not the LTA switch 52 has
been turned on.

When the ACC switch 50 is turned on, the display control
ECU 24 makes an affirmative determination at step 106,
transitions to step 110, and performs display processing for
the ACC symbol 70. In a case in which the LTA switch 52
is turned on, the display control ECU 24 makes a negative
determination at step 106, makes an affirmative determina-
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tion at step 108, and transitions to step 112. At step 112, the
display control ECU 24 performs display processing for the
LTA symbol 72.

Then, at step 114, the display control ECU 24 checks
whether or not the travel assistance function has been
switched off, and in cases in which neither the ACC switch
50 nor the LTA switch 52 has been turned off, a negative
determination is made at step 114, and processing transitions
to step 106 and continues. When both the ACC switch 50
and the LTA switch 52 have been turned off, the display
control ECU 24 makes an affirmative determination at step
114, transitions to step 102, and causes the display image 60
applied to a steady state to be displayed at the HUD 20.

The display processing for the ACC symbol 70 illustrated
in FIG. 9A is executed by transitioning to step 110 of FIG.
8, and the display control ECU 24 displays the inter-vehicle
bar 70A and the set vehicle speed element 70B at the first
step 120. At this time, the display control ECU 24 displays
the number of inter-vehicle bars 70A corresponding to the
preset inter-vehicle distance, and displays the preset vehicle
speed at the set vehicle speed element 70B.

Then, the display control ECU 24 transitions to step 122
and checks whether or not a preceding vehicle has been
detected. In a case in which a preceding vehicle has not been
detected, the display control ECU 24 makes a negative
determination at step 122, transitions to step 124, and does
not display the vehicle mark 70C. As a result, the inter-
vehicle bars 70A and the set vehicle speed element 70B are
displayed at the HUD 20, and the ACC symbol 70 is
displayed with the vehicle mark 70C not shown (see FIG.
6A).

In contrast, in a case in which a preceding vehicle has
been detected, the display control ECU 24 makes an affir-
mative determination at step 122, transitions to step 126, and
displays the vehicle mark 70C. As a result, the ACC symbol
70 displaying the vehicle mark 70C together with the
inter-vehicle bars 70 A and the set vehicle speed element 70B
is displayed at the HUD 20 (see FIG. 6B).

The display processing of the LTA symbol 72 illustrated
in FIG. 9B is executed by transitioning to step 112 of FIG.
8, and the display control ECU 24 checks at the first step 130
whether or not a lane in which the host vehicle is traveling
has been detected. In a case in which left and right white
lines or the like on the road surface have been detected, the
display control ECU 24 makes an affirmative determination
at step 130, and transitions to step 132.

When transitioning to step 132, the display control ECU
24 displays a pair of white line markings 72A at the display
image 68, and causes the LTA symbol 70 to be displayed at
the HUD 20 (see FIG. 7).

In contrast, in a case in which a lane in which the host
vehicle is traveling has not been detected, the display control
ECU 24 makes a negative determination at step 130, tran-
sitions to step 134, and operates such that the white line
markings 72A are not displayed. As a result, the white line
markings 72A are not displayed in the display image 68 of
the HUD 20, and thus the LTA symbol 70 is not displayed.

In this way, in the steady state in which the travel
assistance function is not switched on in the display control
device 10, the display image 60 including the tachometer
element 66 in addition to the position element 62 and the
vehicle speed element 64 is displayed at the HUD 20. This
enables the occupant to easily recognize the operation state
of the engine, in addition to the operation state (travel state)
of the vehicle 12.

Moreover, in the display image 60, the position element
62, the vehicle speed element 64, and the tachometer ele-
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ment 66 are displayed at a lower portion of the display
region 16A of the windshield glass 16. Accordingly, even if
the display region 16A is provided in the windshield glass
16, the view ahead of the vehicle as viewed by an occupant
who performs the driving operation of the vehicle 12, which
is not subject to travel assistance, is not obstructed.

Moreover, the display control device 10 displays the
display image 68 at the HUD 20 by turning on the travel
function. The tachometer element 66 is not shown in the
display image 68. Generally, the travel assistance function is
a function that assists driving operation by an occupant, and
an occupant who is being assisted with the driving operation
does not necessarily need to be aware of the engine speed,
which represents the operation state of the engine. This
makes it possible to suppress over-complication of the
display image 68 by not displaying the tachometer element
66, enabling the display region 16A to be effectively used
and image display performed. This enables the display
region 16A, which is limited in size, to be effectively used
and information displayed.

Moreover, in the display control device 10, by switching
between the steady state and the travel assistance state, the
display image 60 and the display image 68 are switched
between. This enables the occupant to appropriately recog-
nize from the display of the HUD 20 whether or not the
travel assistance function is operating.

Moreover, in the display control device 10, the position
element 62 and the vehicle speed element 64 are included in
each of the display image 60 and the display image 68. This
enables the occupant to understand the travel state of the
vehicle 12 regardless of whether or not the travel assistance
function is operating. Although the position element 62 and
the vehicle speed element 64 are included in each of the
display images 68 in the display control device 10, it is
sufficient for the display image 68 to include at least one of
the position element 62 or the vehicle speed element 64.

Moreover, since the display control device 10 displays a
number of inter-vehicle bars 70A in accordance with the
inter-vehicle distance in the ACC symbol 70, the inter-
vehicle distance set in the ACC function can be easily
comprehended. Moreover, when a preceding vehicle is
detected in a state in which the ACC function is operating,
the display control device 10 displays the vehicle mark 70C
indicating the preceding vehicle. This enables the occupant
to appropriately understand that he or she is traveling while
the established vehicle-to-vehicle distance with respect to
the preceding vehicle is being maintained.

Moreover, by operating the LTA function, the display
control device 10 displays the LTA symbol 72 disposed such
that a pair of white line markings indicates a lane. This
enables the occupant to effectively recognize that the LTA
function is operating. Moreover, in cases in which the lane
in which the vehicle 12 is traveling cannot be detected, the
display control device 10 does not display the white line
markings. This enables the occupant to easily recognize that
the LTA function is not functioning properly. In the display
control device 10, by not displaying the white line markings
72A, the LTA symbol 72 is substantially not displayed. In
this case, the operation of the LTA function may be stopped,
thereby enabling prevention of an operation of the LTA
function that is not anticipated by the occupant owing to the
sudden detection of a lane.

Moreover, the display control device 10 superimposes the
ACC symbol 70 and the LTA symbol 72 together so as to
form a single symbol. This enables plural items of informa-
tion to be included in a single symbol, enabling the limited
display region 16A to be effectively used.
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In the present exemplary embodiment, explanation has
been given using the HUD 20 that projects (displays) the
display images 60, 68 onto the windshield glass 16. How-
ever, the display medium for projection of the first display
image and the second display image is not limited to the
windshield glass, and various known display media can be
applied. Moreover, the present exemplary embodiment is
not limited to a display device that displays a projected
image on a windshield glass, and a transmissive display
medium that transmits light in accordance with a display
image, such as a liquid crystal display, or a light-emitting
display medium that displays an image by emitting light in
accordance with a display image, may be applied. Specific
examples include a meter display or the like disposed at an
instrument panel.

Moreover, in the present exemplary embodiment
described above, an example of the vehicle 12 including an
engine (reciprocating engine) as a drive source for travel has
been described. However, the vehicle may be any of a hybrid
electric vehicle (HEV) including an electric motor as the
drive source for travel, a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle
(PHEV), a fuel cell electric vehicle (FCEV), a battery
electric vehicle (BEV), or the like.

A vehicle display device may perform display that is set
in accordance with the vehicle in which it is installed. In a
vehicle including an electric motor as a drive source, as
drive information indicating an operation state of the electric
motor, the number of revolutions (rpm), output value (W:
watt), or the like of an output shaft (rotation axis) of the
electric motor may be applied, and at least one of the number
of revolutions or the output value of the output shaft of the
electric motor may be displayed. Moreover, in a hybrid
vehicle or the like including an engine and an electric motor
as a drive source, drive information for the drive source that
is currently driving may be displayed, or drive information
for each of the two drive sources may be displayed side by
side.

Moreover, in the present exemplary embodiment, the
control program 32 that is the vehicle display control
program is stored (installed) in advance in the storage
section 30C. However, the vehicle display control program
may be provided in a format recorded on a recording
medium such as a compact disc read only memory (CD-
ROM), a digital versatile disc read only memory (DVD-
ROM), or a universal serial bus (USB) memory. Alterna-
tively, the vehicle display control program may be provided
in a format that is downloadable from an external device
over a network.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle display control device installed at a host
vehicle configured to travel as a result of a drive source
being driven, the vehicle display control device comprising:

a memory;

a processor coupled to the memory; and

a display device, wherein the processor is configured to:

control the display device and project an image onto a

display region configured at a windshield glass,

in a case in which a predetermined travel assistance

function provided at the host vehicle is not in operation,
control the display device such that a first display
image is projected onto the display region, the first
display image including drive information indicating a
drive state of the drive source and information corre-
sponding to a travel state of the host vehicle, and

in a case in which the predetermined travel assistance

function is in operation, control the display device such
that a second display image is projected onto the
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display region, the second display image omitting
display of the drive information and including a symbol
indicating the predetermined travel assistance function
and the information corresponding to a travel state of
the host vehicle, wherein

the information corresponding to a travel state of the host

vehicle includes at least one of: (i) a shift range of the
host vehicle, (ii) a vehicle speed, (iii) number of
revolutions of the drive source, or (iv) an output value
of an output shaft of the drive source.

2. The vehicle display control device according to claim
1, wherein the first display image and the second display
image include at least one of information indicating a shift
range of the host vehicle or information indicating a vehicle
speed.

3. The vehicle display control device according to claim
1, wherein the predetermined travel assistance function
includes a function that maintains a vehicle speed and an
inter-vehicle distance relative to a preceding vehicle, and the
symbol of the second display image includes a symbol
indicating the inter-vehicle distance between the host
vehicle and the preceding vehicle.

4. The vehicle display control device according to claim
1, wherein the predetermined travel assistance function
includes a function that keeps the host vehicle in a travel
lane, and the symbol of the second display image includes
a symbol indicating the travel lane in which the host vehicle
is traveling.

5. The vehicle display control device according to a claim
1, wherein the display region is configured at a lower-side
portion of the windshield glass, and the first display image
is projected onto a lower-side portion inside the display
region.

6. The vehicle display control device according to claim
2, wherein the predetermined travel assistance function
includes a function that maintains a vehicle speed and an
inter-vehicle distance relative to a preceding vehicle, and the
symbol of the second display image includes a symbol
indicating the inter-vehicle distance between the host
vehicle and the preceding vehicle.

7. The vehicle display control device according to claim
2, wherein the predetermined travel assistance function
includes a function that keeps the host vehicle in a travel
lane, and the symbol of the second display image includes
a symbol indicating the travel lane in which the host vehicle
is traveling.

8. The vehicle display control device according to claim
2, wherein the display region is configured at a lower-side
portion of the windshield glass, and the first display image
is projected onto a lower-side portion inside the display
region.

9. The vehicle display control device according to claim
3, wherein the predetermined travel assistance function
includes a function that keeps the host vehicle in a travel
lane, and the symbol of the second display image includes
a symbol indicating the travel lane in which the host vehicle
is traveling.

10. The vehicle display control device according to claim
3, wherein the display region is configured at a lower-side
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portion of the windshield glass, and the first display image
is projected onto a lower-side portion inside the display
region.

11. The vehicle display control device according to claim
4, wherein the display region is configured at a lower-side
portion of the windshield glass, and the first display image
is projected onto a lower-side portion inside the display
region.

12. A method of vehicle display control for projecting an
image by a display device onto a display region configured
at a windshield glass of a vehicle that is configured to travel
as a result of a drive source being driven, the vehicle being
provided with a memory, a processor coupled to the
memory, and the display device, the method comprising:

in a case in which a predetermined travel assistance

function provided at the vehicle is not in operation, the
processor controlling the display device such that a first
display image is projected onto the display region, the
first display image including drive information indicat-
ing a drive state of the drive source and information
corresponding to a travel state of the vehicle; and

in a case in which the predetermined travel assistance

function is in operation, the processor controlling the
display device such that a second display image is
projected onto the display region, the second display
image omitting display of the drive information and
including a symbol indicating the predetermined travel
assistance function and the information corresponding
to a travel state of a host vehicle, wherein

the information corresponding to a travel state of the host

vehicle includes at least one of: (i) a shift range of the
host vehicle, (ii) a vehicle speed, (iii) number of
revolutions of the drive source, or (iv) an output value
of an output shaft of the drive source.

13. A non-transitory storage medium storing a vehicle
display control program executable by a computer to per-
form processing, the computer being provided at a vehicle
configured to travel as a result of a drive source being driven,
and being configured to project an image onto a display
region configured at a windshield glass of the vehicle, the
processing comprising:

in a case in which a predetermined travel assistance

function provided at the vehicle is not in operation,
projecting a first display image onto the display region,
the first display image including drive information
indicating a drive state of the drive source and infor-
mation corresponding to a travel state of the vehicle;
and

in a case in which the predetermined travel assistance

function is in operation, projecting a second display
image onto the display region, the second display
image omitting display of the drive information and
including a symbol indicating the predetermined travel
assistance function and the information corresponding
to a travel state of a host vehicle, wherein

the information corresponding to a travel state of the host

vehicle includes at least one of: (i) a shift range of the
host vehicle, (ii) a vehicle speed, (iii) number of
revolutions of the drive source, or (iv) an output value
of an output shaft of the drive source.
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