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To a 2Z whom it Tally concern. 
Be it known that I, PATRICK. J. HIGGINS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
Vienna, in the county of Clinton and State of 

5 Ohio, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Binding-Posts; and I do de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 

Io pertains to make and use the same. 
This invention has relation to improvements 

in binding-posts to be used on all kinds of 
electrical instruments, such as telegraphs, re 
lays, sounders, switch-boards, and the like. 
The improvements will be fully understood 

from the following description when taken in 
connection with the annexed claim and draw 
ings, in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved 
2o device as applied to a switch-board. Fig. 2 

is a sectional view of the same. Fig. 3 is an 
end view. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the 
binding screw removed from the post. Fig. 
5 is a view of the washer having a conical ap 

25 erture. 
Referring by letter to the said drawings, A 

indicates a binding-post, which in the present 
instance is shown as attached to a switch 
board, B. This binding-post consists of a tu 

3o bular part, as shown, having the greater por 
tion of its length externally screw-threaded, 
as at (t, and its forward end enlarged annu 
larly, as at b. This enlarged portion is pro 
vided with longitudinal slits C, which also 

35 radiate from the longitudinal aperture or bore 
D for the passage of the electrical wire E. It 
will thus be seen that I form a number of 
jaws, d, which, when pressure has been ap 

I5 

(No model.) 

plied to them exteriorly, will clamp or bind 
them upon the wire, thereby reducing the 
longitudinal bore of the tube at one end, so as 
to give a firm hold to the wire, no matter how 
small or large the same may be. 
F indicates a washer which has a conical 

aperture, c, and is designed to engage the jaws 
of the split tube or post A to press the same 
upon a wire. This washer may also have a 
roughened inner side to engage a switchboard 
and prevent the same from turning. 
G indicates a nut, which is designed to en 

gage the external threads of the tube A, and 
also to abut against the switch-board, or the 
like, so as to draw the conical head of the said 
post or tube into the conical aperture of the 
washer so as to clamp the jaws of the former 
upon a wire to bind the same. 
IFrom the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawings, 
the operation and advantages of my improve 
ments will be obvious. 

It will be seen that I insure a firm solid con 
nection without any liability of cutting off or 
in any manner damaging the wires. 
Having described my invention, I claim 
The binding-tube herein described, exter 

nally-threaded and provided with a split coni 
cal head, in combination with a washer, F, 
and a switch-board and a binding-post, the 
several parts being constructed and arranged 
to operate substantially as specified. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
PATRICK. J. HIGGINS, 

Witnesses: 
CHAS. IBEARD, 
GEO. E. BARROW. 
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