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4. Note:

(1)

There is a definition with respect to the saturation water content of
a flexible resin in claim 1 to which claims 2-7 and 19-23 refer and claim 8
to which claims 9-18 refer.

With respect to said saturation water content, paragraph [0036] of the
present specification defines that “the saturation water content represents
the water content in which a change of the water content shows less than 10%
of the previous day when the water content is examined for each next day.”

However, although the water content depends on temperature or humidity
in the atmosphere, the conditions with respect to the previous day and the
day are not determined, and thus the saturation water content of the flexible
resin cannot be identified objectively.

In addition, as long as the expression including the term ‘saturation’
is used, it is not recognized that, in the atmosphere having a predetermined
temperature and humidity, the amount of water in the flexible resin indicates
the water content in a state of equilibrium (i.e., equilibrium water content)
in said atmosphere.

(2)

With respect to the saturation water content defined in the claims,
paragraph [0037] indicates that “specifically, the aromatic concentration of
polyester-basedor polycarbonate-based polyurethane resin skeletonis 10 mass$
or more, more preferably 20 mass% or more, and the most preferably 30 mass$
ormore, and thus the saturationwater content may be 5% or lesswhilemaintaining
flexibility.” From this description, it can be understood that the aromatic
concentrationisone of the control parameters of said saturationwater content.

In addition, with respect to the molecular weight of a benzene ring part
to calculate said aromatic concentration, paragraph [0073] clearly defines
that “here, the molecular weight of a benzene ring part is calculated by having
12 carbon atoms and 4 hydrogen atoms with respect to one benzene ring.”

However, considering that a benzene ring is composed of six carbon atoms,
it cannot be objectively understood whether the molecular weight is calculated
by using 12 carbon atoms as described, or there is a mistake about the intent
of the calculation by using six carbon atoms.

(3)

With respect to the aromatic concentration which is one of the control
parameters defining the saturation water content defined in the claims, resin
preparation example 2 is exemplified, but paragraph [0074] indicates that
although all the materials used are:
+0ODX-2044 (polyester diol manufactured by DIC), i.e., a polymer of adipic acid
and neopentyl glycol (weight average molecular weight: 2000);
+P-2010 (polyester diol manufactured by KURARAY CO., LTD.), i.e., MPD adipate
(polymer of adipic acid and 2-methyl-1, 3-propanediol);

*1, 6-hexanediol (manufactured by UBE INDUSTRIES, LTD.);

diethyleneglycol monoethyletheracetate; and

*Desmodur I (isocyanate manufactured by BAYER AG), i1i.e., isophorone
diisocyanate, and the materials do not have a benzene ring, the aromatic
concentration of a polyurethane resin (B) obtained by usingthese is 12.7 mass%.

Therefore, the structure of the polyurethane resin (B) cannot be
understood. In addition, due to the reason pointed out in (2) above, the
definition of the aromatic concentration cannot be further understood.

Form PCT/ISA/203 (Annex) (January 2015)
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