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To all whom, it may concern:

Be it known that I, Roserr E. LEg, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Lima,
in the county of Bandera and State of
Texas, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Match-Boxes, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in match boxes.

The object of my invention is to provide
a match safe, so constructed that the
matches can only be removed, one at a time.

Another cbject is to provide a match safe
with an agitating means, whereby the
matches will be shaken into proper position,
ab each descent of the impaling plunger.

With these and other-objects in view, the
present invention consists in the combina-
tion and arrangement of parts as will be
hereinafter more fully described and partic-
ularly pointed out in the appended claims,
it being understood that changes in the

specific structure shown and described may -

be made within the scope of the claims with-
out departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion. '

In the drawings forming a part of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the sev-
eral views, Figure 1 is a side elevational
view of a match box embodying my inven-

“tion. Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view

thereof. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional
view.

In carrying out the object of my inven-
tion, I provide a base 10 with a centrally
positioned rib 11, having the channel 12.
Held upon the base 10, and against the rib

11, is a box or receptacle 13, having the in-

wardly converging walls 14, the top 15 of
this receptacle having a lengthwise posi-
tioned access opening 16, registering with
the lengthwise positioned channel 12, as
shown. The top 15, is continued in a down-
ward direction in the form of two channel
plates 17, these two plates being held in re-
silient parallel spaced relation, each plate
ending proximal to the channel 12, and pro-
vided with an. inwardly directed lip, as
shown at 18, and as clearly disclosed in Fig.
2. Extending through the box or recepta-
cle 18, are the two similar securing screws
20, which enter the rib 11 to securely hold
the box or receptacle to the base. Held
proximal to said access opening 16 is the
bracket 22, having the lower securing ears

28, and above being provided with the ter-
minal ear 24, carrying the bolt 25, which
bolt, in turn, pivotally supports the two
similar ears 26, of a suitable sleeve 27, hav-
ing the stop plate 28 provided with a cen-
trally positioned aperture. Clamped within

this sleeve 27, is the tube 9, which at its-

lower end is provided with the inwardly
projecting flange 85, the remaining end of
this tube being held to the stop plate 28 as
disclosed in" Fig. 3. As shown, the stop
plate 28 has the inwardly directed pin 29.
Extending through the tube 9, and the open-
ing within the upper stop plate 28 is a plun-
ger 30, having the operating handle 81 at
its upper end, and the impaling head 82 at
its lower end in the form of a fork. ‘This
plunger 30 is provided with the groove 33
within which is held the pin 29, so that this
impaling fork is held in proper relation,
relative to the channel 12. Resting upon
the inwardly directed flange 35, and against
the pin 34, carried by the plunger 30, is the
protractile spring 86, which normally in-
sures the impaling fork 32 being held 1n its
extreme upward position. The space be-
tween the impaling fork tines 32 is of such
a size as to snugly receive a match, the dis-
tance between the channel plates 17 permit-
ting the free movement of this impaling
fork therebetween. The lips 18 at the end
of these channel plates, however, extend in-
ward, so that in each descent of this impal-
ing fork 82, these lips are emcountered to
throw the two channel plates, which are of
any suitable resilient material, outward.
The plunger 30 is slidably carried within
the tube 9, but is held against any rotary
movément, while the sleeve 27 is pivotally
held to the bracket 22.

In charging the box or receptacle the
screws 20 are removed so that the matches
may be fed into the receptacle, where they
are held against the channel plates and the
converging walls 14 of the receptacle. The
space between the lower ends of these chan-
nel plates 17, and the channel 12 is of such a
width, as to permit but one match escaping
into the channel at a time.
matches have been placed within the box or
receptacle, as shown in Fig. 2, at each de-
scent of the plunger, the impaling fork will
contact with the inwardly directed lip 12,
and displace the resiliently held channel
plates 17, so that these plates will agitate
and shalke the matches held thereagainst, in-
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suring the matches being held in a Joose po-
sition at all times. Should also the matches
become bound within the receptacle, the jar
imparted to the channel plates by the fork
will dislodge the same.

From the foregoing it will be seen, that
I provide a simply constructed positively op-
erating match box, from which the matches
can. only be removed one at a time. The
plunger 30 is carried downward against the
tension of the spring 36, and can of course
be readily tilted upon the bolt 25.

Having thus described my said invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
United States Letters Patent is:

1. Incombination, a base having a length-
wise positioned channel, a receptacle secured
thereto having converging inner walls di-
rected toward said channel, two resilient
channel plates held in parallel spaced rela-
tion and extending from the edges of an
access slot within said receptacle, each plate
ending proximal to said channel in a curved
lip said lips being directed toward one an-
other, a bracket held proximal to said access
slot, a sleeve having a perforated stop plate
pivotally secured to said bracket, a tube hav-
ing a flange at one end held within said
sleeve and against said stop plate, a plunger
passing through said tube and stop plate,
and a spring secured to said plunger, said
plunger having an impaling fork to contact
with said lips, as and for the purpose set
forth.

2. Incombination, a base having a length-
wise positioned channel, a receptacle secured
thereto having converging inner walls di-
rected toward said channel, a bracket held
proximal to said access slot, a sleeve having
a perforated stop plate pivotally secured to
said bracket, a tube having a flange at one
end and held within said sleeve and against

956,376

said stop plate, a plunger passing through
said tube and stop plate, and a spring secured
to said plunger, said plunger having an im-
paling fork arranged to be carried into said
channel, as and for the purpose set forth.

3. The combination with a supporting
bracket, of a sleeve having a stop plate pro-
vided with a centrally positioned orifice,
ears projecting from said sleeve and piv-
otally secured to said bracket, a tube having
a channel at one end frictionally held within
said sleeve, a plunger passing through said
tube, and a spring carried by said plunger
working against said flange, all arranged
substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

4. In combination, a base having a length-
wise positioned channel, a receptacle having
converging inner walls directed toward said
channel, two resilient channel plates held in
parallel spaced relation extending from the
edges of an access slot within said recep-
tacle, each channel plate ending proximal to
said channel in a curved lip, said lips being
directed toward one another, means to con-
nect said receptacle to said base, a bracket
held proximal to said access slot, a sleeve
having a perforated stop plate pivotally se-
cured to said bracket, a tube having a flange
at one end held within said sleeve and
against sald stop plate, a plunger passing
through said tube and stop plate, and a
spring secured to said plunger, said plunger
having an impaling fork at one end, all ar-
ranged substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses.

ROBERT E. LEE.

Witnesses:

J. M. Apawms,
C. O. PoweLL.
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