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1 Mixing device

5 Balance tank

8 Temperature meter, concentration meter, flow-rate meter, and pressure meter
12,23 Water

14,15 Alkaline cleaning agent

15a, 16 Acidic cleaning agent

17 Temperature meter, concentration meter, and flow-rate meter

18 Sterilization unit

20 Sterile water
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(57) Abstract: The present invention reduces either a pro-
duction interval or the amount of time it takes until a bever-
age filling process can be started. In this beverage filling
method, in which sterilized containers (4) are filled with a
sterilized beverage via beverage-supply-system tubing (7)
and said containers are sealed after said beverage-supply-sys-
tem tubing, through which the beverage is delivered from a
heat-sterilization unit (18) to the interior of a filling machine
(2), is sterilized, an upstream tubing section (7a), said up-
stream tubing section (7a) being the part of the beverage-sup-

~17 ply-system tubing that passes through the sterilization unit, is

provided with an upstream return channel, forming an up-
stream circulation channel (6a); and a downstream tubing
section (7b), said downstream tubing section (7b) being the
part of the beverage-supply-system tubing that extends from
the downstream side of the aforementioned upstream tubing
section to the interior of the filling machine, is provided with
a downstream return channel (6b), forming a downstream cir-
culation channel. The process of filling the abovementioned
containers with the abovementioned beverage is started atter
the following: first, an alkaline cleaning solution is circulated
through the upstream circulation channel and the down-
stream circulation channel to clean and sterilize the inside of
the beverage-supply-system tubing; and said beverage-sup-
ply-system tubing is then rinsed with sterile water.
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