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may be a card table,

More particularly, the Invention pertaing to a
spring actuable means for rigidly securing an en-
largeable table top to a conventiona] table, and
Spring means for releasing said spring actuable

10 gripping means.
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It is, therefore, an object of thig invention to

ovide a table top for use in conjunction with

ventional table.
tion is to brovide

operation, and resilient means for manually re-
leasing said locking means.

A further object ig to provide a locking means
for said table top so constructed as to permit the
use of said table top on card tables of various
sizes,

A still further object is to
table top so constructed that when the table is
folded its opposing surfaces are substantially
barallel and itg locking meang are within the
confines of the tahle top per se and itg supports
therefor,

brovide a foldable

For a better understanding of the invention
reference may be had to the accompanying
drawings in which:

Fig. 1 shows 3 partial view of the enlargeable
table top placed on the surface of g conventionajl
table, and the gripping means therefor,

Fig. 2 is 3 side view of Fig, 1.

Fig. 3 is g top view of one of the gripping
means in itg inoperative Position,

Fig. 4 is a side view, partially shown in section,
taken on lines A—A of Fig. 3.

Fig. 5 is a partia] view of the folded table top
showing the table gripping means in its fully in-
operative position,

Fig. 6 is an eng view of the folded table top
showing its substantially barallel surfaceg,

Fig. 7isan

(CL 311—106)

Fig. 8 is g modification of the locking and re-
leasing means,

Fig. 9 is 3
Fig. 8 to show the pivotal lever which cooper~
ates with the slidable grippi
releasing member.,

Fig. 10 is part of a8 modification partly broken
away to show construction of the slidable grip-
ping means,

Fig. 11 is an
Fig, 10.

end view taken on lines C—¢ of

table which ig conventionally referred to as g
card table. Parts 13 and 13’ are the opposing
sides of an enlargeable table top which is secured
to the card table 12 for the burpose of creating
a greater table area to permit g larger number
of players to sit around an individuyaj table. This

ble. The skirt {8 is usually found on a conven-
tional wooden table other than & card table and
is shown here to indicate that the gripping means
has a working latitude such that it can be used
in conjunction with tables other than those con-
ventionally referred to ag card tables. The
thickness of the beading 19 on the card table in
Fig. 2, it has been indicated, will vary on tables
of various manufacture. To take care of this

as a gripping means,
and it is understood - that the term gripping
means also embraces the releasing means used
in conjunction with the gripping means,
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For the purpose of clarity, the gripping and
jocking means in conjunction with its housing
will hereinaiter be referred to as @ lock. It will,
parts 14, 15, i6,
and 1 are the four Jocks which hold the enlarge-
able table top in fixed relation to the table 12.

1n all of the views of the gripping means it will
be noted that 2 releasing means js associated
therewith so that by simply pressing a button, a
lever arrangement will permit the gripping
means per se to pe restored to normail.

Pig. 4 is & side view partially shown in section
of Fig. 3, for the purpose of showing the posi-
tions of various working parts. Part 21 is a
housing which has openings 22 and 22’ through
which slides the gripping lever 23 A releasing
lever 24 slides in holes 29 and 25’. An angulay
or L-shaped member 28 has holes therein to per-
mit the rods 23 and 24 to slide therethrough.
A spring 21 jmpinges the inner wall 28 and one
surface of the L-shaped lever 26. A spring 29
impinges one surface of the wall 30-and & washer
3{' which washer engages & stop pin 32. A nub
33 or any other suitable means is secured to one
end of the shaft 93 to prevent the action of spring
29 from pulling the shaft 23 out of its hole or
journal 22.

An inclined edge gripping surface 34 is a con-
tinuation of the shaft 23. The inclined edge 24
actually engages the underneath side of the bead-
ing 19 of the table and frictionally holds the
enlargeable table top in & fixed position in rela-
tion to the table proper.

For a more detailed description of the parts,
reference may be had to Fig. 7 wherein like parts
are numbered gimilar to those already mentioned
in Figs. 3 and 4. The shaft 24, which is referred
to as & releasing shaft, has a button 35 which is
pressed to release the gripping means. In oper-
ation, the lock 15, as shown in Fig. 7, 1s secured
to the underneath side of the foldable table top
by using a SCrew such as 36 which goes through
the hole 37 to secure the housing 21.

The foldable table top is placed on top of the
table proper 12 and is a.pproximately positioned
centrally thereon. The spacers 38 are secured to
the underneath side of the foldable table top
and hold said foldable table top per se€ spaced
from the table top proper 12. After the enlarge-
able table top is properly positioned on the con-
ventional table {2, the individual gripping shafts
23 are urged inwardly until the inclined edge 24,
engages the beading 9 of the table. In so doing,
it will be noticed by veference 1o Fig. 7 that the
shaft 23 compresses its spring 29. As soon as the
inward movement of the shaft 23 is stopped, the
L-shaped lever 26, which has & hole 39, is urged
in a position to grip the shaft 23 as shown in sec~
tion. The lever 26 shown in dash-dot lines 40
indicates the approximate position of the lever
26 at any jnstant when it is being moved in-
wardly and the solid lines of the lever 26 are
shown after the inward movement is 1o longer
present and the action of the spring 97 urges the
Jever 26 so that the edges of the hole 3% impinge
and frictionally engage the shaft 23 to securely
hold it in substantially the position at which it

i pead 19 of the
table 12. One end of the L-shaped lever af, it
will be noted, rides on the surface 42 of the hous-
ing 21. The lever 26, therefore, is free to move
on the shafts 23 and 24 dependent on the action
of the spring 21 and the pearing of the lever
edge 41 against the surface 42. It will further
be noted that a second hole in the lever 26 is

2,175,572

shown as 42. This hole permits the release rod
24 to slide therethrough. When it is desirous to
release the shaft 23 so that the inclined edge 34
no longer engages the beading 19 of the table
12, it is merely necessary to press the putton 35
which is attached to the shaft 24. The pressure
on the button 35 moves the shaft inwardly so
that the pin 43 carried on the shaft 24 will en-
gage the jever 26 and move one end of the lever
so that the edges of the hole 38 will no longer
grip the shaft 23. The movement of shaft 24
inwardly will pring the lever 926 from the posi-
tion shown solid to the position shown dotted at
48. The inward movement of the shaft 24 nat-
urally compresses the spring 27 so that when the
pressure is removed from the button 35 the lever
26 is again moved so that the edges of the hole
39 contact the shaft 23. While there is no defi-
nite measurement given as to the size of the hole
39 in relation to the shaft 23, it is to be under-
stood that the hole will be sufficient to permit
g, proper working of the shaft 23 therethrough
and the gripping thereof under the action of the
spring 27,

While shaft 24 is shown solid in action with
its push putton 35 and pin 43, it is pointed out
that the dotted lines of the shaft pin and push
button correspond with the dash-dot line 60 of
the lever 26. i
26, 43 and 35 show the position of these respec-
tive members when the shaft 24 is actuated to
release the shaft 23 and the ultimate gripping of
the table 12 by the inclined edge 34.

The operation immediately set forth above is
for one lock, and it is to be understood that the
remaining locks 14, 16, and 17 would operate in
a similar manner to that already expressed im-
mediately above.

A modification of the lock, such as 8, is set
forth in Fig. 8. The purpose of this modification
is to indicate that the invention is not necessarily
limited to the particular arrangement of parts
such as the springs and the lever 26. It is to be
understood that any equivalent parts which may
operate properly and efficiently to produce the
desired result, may be utilized in this invention.
This is shown in Tig. 8 wherein a housing 44 has
a shaft 45 and an inclined edge 46. The inclined
edge is shown in this view to be turned into its
inoperative position, that is, in a position when
it is resting parallel with the underneath side of
the table top. A lever 87 is pivotally secured by
a screw 48 or other means to the housing 44.
Referring to Fig. 9, this lever 471 has holes 43
and 59 which engage the shaft 85 and the re-
leasing shaft 51. Pins 52 and 53 are used as
1imiting means on shafts 45 and 51, respectively.
A washer 54 and pin 55 have similar functions
as washer 3 and pin 32 shown in Fig. 7. In
this view, when the shaft 45 is moved inwardly,
the spring 956 is compressed SO that when the
shaft 45 is released, the edges of the hole 48 will
grip the shaft 45 to prevent it from peing moved
outwardly under the action of spring 57. Simi~
iar to the operation of shaft 24, the shaft Bl
in Fg. 8 when urged inwardly will cause the pin
58 to engage the jever 41 which is moved to com-
press the spring 56 and remove the edges of the
hole 47 from frictional engagement with the shaft
a5 which permits the shaft 45 to be released and
move outwardly under the action of spring 5T.

A further modification of the lock is shown in
Figs. 10 and 11 The purpose of this modification
is to show that the shafts 23 and 45 in Figs. ki
and 8, respectively,
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in cross-section. In the foregoing description it
has been shown that the shaft 23 and the inclined
edge 34 are round in Cross-section. Fig. 11
shows that the hole 68 through which the shaft
§8 moves may ke square, while a portion of the
shaft may be round such as 6{, The reason for
this is that by utilizing 5, Square shaft in a square
hole, the inclineq edge will remain in substan-
tially a fixed axial position once the square shaft
engages the square hole. With thig arrangement
it will be seen

rest substantlally in parallel position to the un-
derneath side of the foldable table top.

Fig. 6 shows the extension of the shaft 23
which includes the inclined edge, in a folded po-~
sition. Roth Figs. 5 and ¢ show parts of the
table with itg hinge 62, said table being in g folded
bosition so that the strips 63 and 63’ which re-
celve the hingeg are parallel. Further, the Dparts
38 by use of the hinge 62 are shown to be sub-
stantially paralie] which permits the table to be
sipped into g compartment having substantially
parallel inner side walls or into any suitable com-
partment for the reception of the bresent inven.-
tion.

While the
moedifications

top and itg associate parts have been herein
shown and described, the invention is not con-
fined thersto ag changes and alterations may be
and may become apbarent to those skilled in
the art without departing from the spirit there-
of as defined by the appended claims:.

Having thus described the invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States is—

1. An auxiliary table top adapted to engage g,
conventional table top, a blurality of locks on
the auxiliary table top for securely holding said
auxiliary table top in substantially fixed position
in relation to said conventiona] table, each of said
locks comprising g housing, a shaft slidably
mounted in said housing, an inelinedq gripping
member secured to said shaft, locking means for
gripping said shaft and automaticaly holding it
in an operative bosition, and automatic means
for simultaneously releasing said locking means
and restoring said gripping member to an inop-
erative position. :

2. An auxiliary table
a conventional table top,

top adapted to engage
a plurality of locks for

3

holding saig auxiliary table top in substantially g
fixed position in relation to said conventiong]
table, each of said locks comprising a housing, g
shaft slidably mounted in said housing, an in-
clined gripping member secured to said shaft to
grip the underneath edge of the cenventional

table top, means for automatically gripping said

brising g housing, two movable shafts inde-
bendently cperable in relation one to the other
Supported by said housing, a locking lever hav-
ing apertureg therein for receiving said shafts,
spring means tg cause one of said shafts to be
gripped by said locking lever after said shaft has

been urged in a . given direction, meang on the

table when the shaft

member is moved inwardly, g locking lever to hold

securely :
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the shafi member in its Operative position, a re- -

lease shaft, and resilient, means to move said
elongated shaft into its inoperative DPosition after
the release shaft is urged against the locking
lever,

comprising g framework adapted to receive ga
shaft member, g shaft member having one end

released by a single actuation. -
ARTHUR RUHI.
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