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This invention relates to improvements in
shoes and to improved methods of making shoes.

The invention is more especially- concerned
with the manufacture of shoes known to the
trade as “platform shoes”, such shoes being char-
acterized by having an edge covered ‘“platform”
sole between the outsole and the upper.

Objects of the invention are to improve the
construction and mode of manufacture of plat-
form shoes, to provide platform shoes of hovel
and distinctive appearance, and to effect sub-
stantial savings in the cost of manufacture of
such shoes,

With these objects in view and in accorddnce
with my invention, as herein illustrated, I have
provided a shoe having in its forepart the distin-
guishing characteristics of a conventional plat-
form shoe. A high arch is formed in the shank
portion of the shoe bottom and improved fea-
tures of construction in this locality impart a
novel and distinctive appearance to the shoe and
result in substantially reducing its cost of manu-
facture. The illustrated shoe has a full length
platform sole but the edge of the sole is covered
to produce a platform effect only in the forepart
of the shoe. In the shank portion of the shoe
lateral extensions of the upper extend down-
wardly over the edges of the platform sole with-
out the formation of any crease or line of de-
marcation between the upper and the sole and
are turned inwardly so as to provide a covering
for the entire lower surface of the shank of the
sole and this covering is left exposed to view in
the finished shoe by the employment of a short
or half length outsole which terminates rear-
wardly substantially at the rear extremity of the
forepart of the shoe. A conventional heel of
substantial height is attached to the rear portion
of the sole to complete the shoe.

In making the shoe the upper is cut to size plus
only g narrow seam allowance in its forepart and
plus marginal extensions of substantial width at
opposite sides of its shank or waist portion and
a forepart sock lining or innersole member is cuf
to last bottom size plus only a narrow seam al-
lowance. This sock lining, together with a wrap-
ping strip for the forepart of the platform sole,
is; stitched to the upper, off the last, and, while
these parts are still unsupported by a last, the
free edges of the upper extensions are brought
together and united by a seam and the platform
sole is assembled with the upper by thrusting the
heel end of the sole rearwardly between the rear
edge of the forepart sock lining and the forward
edge of the shank covering formed by the closed
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upper extension. A last is then slipped into the
shoe and after the platform sole has been prop-
erly positioned it is secured to the sock lining and
the shank covering by means of cement previ-
ously applied to those parts. The wrapping strip
is then folded over the edge and overlapped
upon the lower side of the platform sole and se-
cured thereto by means of cement. Thereafter a
short outsole is attached by cement to the fore-
part of the platform sole and a heel is attached
to the rear part of the sole. The shoe is com-
pleted by the attachment of a rear part sock lin-
ing so as to cover the heel and shank portions of
the inside of the shoe bottom and overlap the
rear margin of the forepart sock lining.

The invention will be explained with reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which

Fig. 1 is a pian view of the upper of my im-
proved shoe;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the upper, the
forepart .sock lining and the forepart platform
wrapper as they appear after having been assem-
bled and stitched together off the last;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the rear part sock
lining which is inserted after the shoe has been -
otherwise completed;

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken along the line
IV—1IV of Fig. 2; .

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken along the line
V—V of Fig. 2 looking in the direction of the ar-
rows but showing- the extensions of the upper as
they appear after their lower edges have been -
united to form a covering for the shank portion
of the platform sole;

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the platform sole
unit;

Fig. 7 is a bottom view of the shoe as it appears
before the outsole and the heel have been at-
tached; ) .

Fig. 8 is a view in side elevation of the com-
pleted shoe;

"Fig. 9 is a bottom view of the completed shoe;

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary cress-sectional view
taken along the line X—X of Fig. 8; and

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view
taken along the line XI—XI of Fig. 8.

Referring to the drawings, my invention is
therein illustrated in its application to the manu-
facture of a woman’s high arch shoe which has
the characteristic appearance of a platform shoe
only in its forepart. This shoe comprises an
upper 20, a forepart sock lining or innersole
member 22, a rear part sock lining 24, a full -
length platform sole unit 26, a wrapper 28 for
the forepart of the platform unit, a short outsole
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30, and a heel 32.
20 is cut to size in its forepart plus only a narrow

seam allowance 34 (this allowance being the por- -

tions outside of the dotted lines 36) and at the
opposite sides of its shank portion the upper is
- cut with relatively wide marginal extensions 38.
. The illustrated : pper 20 is also cut away at its
toe and heel ends, as indicated at 40 and 42,
respectively, thereby adapting it for use in mak-
ing a shoe of. the open-toe and open-heel style.
Preferably, the forepart sock lining member 22
and the rear part sock lining 24 are each made
of thin fabriec, uch as canvas. The forepart
sock lining 22 is cut to last bottom size plus a
narrow seam allowance. ' The platform wrapper
28 consists of a strip which is cut long enough
to extend around the forepart of the platform
sole and wide enough to cover the edge and un-
derlie the margin of the later and to provide a
seam allowance for the attachment of the strip
to the upper. The upper 20, the forepart sock
lining 22 and the wrapper strip 28 are assembled
and secured together without the support of a
last, as by means of stitches 44 sewn through the
seam allowances of these parts. While these
parts are still unsupported by a last the shank
extensions 38 of the upper are turned inwardly
and their marginal portions united in the up-
turned face-to-face relation shown in Fig. 5 by
means of a seam 46 thereby providing = pre-
formed, closed covering for the entire iower side
of the shank portion of the platform sole 286.
It will be noted that the sock lining 22 does not
extend rearwardly of the forepart of the upper
and will not interfere with the sewing of the
seam 46, or the assembling of the platform sole
with the upper. With the above-described parts
still off the last, the platform sole is assembled
with the upper by thrusting the heel end of the
sole rearwardly between the rear edge of the
sock lining 22 and the forward edges of the
united upper extensions 38, so that the forepart
of the platform sole underlies the sock lining 22
and the shank portion of the sole overlies the
closed upper extensions 38.

The platform sole 26, as illustrated in Fig. 6,
is a fabricated unitary structure comprising a
-relatively flexible forepart 48 of felt or other suit-
able cushioning material, and a relatively stiff
rear part consisting of upper and lower layers

or plies 50 and 52, respectively, of fiberboard or 9

the like, and a metallic shank stiffener 54 which
is interposed between the layers 50 and 52. The
layers 50 and 52 are firmly secured together, as
by means of cement, and the forward portions of
these layers overlap and are secured, by cement
or otherwise, to the rear portion of the felt fore~
part piece 48. For use in an open-heel shoe, as
illustrated, an edge binding 56 is applied to the
heel portion of the above-described platform
unit. :

Before the platform sole unit 26 is assembled
with the upper and sock lining assembly, coatings
of cement are applied to the upper side of the
forepart and the lower side of the shank portion
of the platform sole, to the lower side of the
forepart sock lining and to the upper surface
of the closed upper extensions 38. After the
platform sole has been properly positioned with
respect to the upper, a last is slipped into the
shoe. The forepart of the platform sole is then
- pounded down until it becomes securely united
by the cement to the sock lining and the closed
upper extensions 38 are pressed or pounded
against the platform sole to cause them to be
smoothly bonded thereto by the
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As shown in Fig. 1, the upper -

Cement is then applied to the wrapping strip
and to the edge and. the lower marginal surface
of the forepart of the platform sole and.the
wrapping strip is folded over these portions of
the platform sole and secured thereto by means
of the cement. The shoe now appears as shown
in Fig. 7, the entire shank portion of the plat-
form sole being covered by means of the exten-
sions 38 of the upper which are closed or secured
together by the seam 48,

To complete the shoe it is necessary only to
attach the short or half length outsole 30 and the
heel 32 and.then apply the rear part sock lining

24 as will now be described. The outsole 30,

which is preferably made of leather, is shaped

" to fit the forepart of the shoe without extending
- any substantial distance into the shank portion of

20

the shoe bottom. The outsole may be prepared
for attachment to the shoe by having the margin
of its upper or flesh side roughed and coated with
pyroxylin cement. The forepart of the shoe
bottom may be prepared by having the lower side
of the felt piece 48 and the exposed sides of the
inturned margins of the wrapper 28 coated with
pyroxylin cement. The margins of the wrapper
28 will be roughened, if necessary, before the ce-
ment is applied to them. The cement coatings

- -on the shoe bottom and on the outsole will be
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allowed to dry and subsequently they will be acti~
vated by means of a solvent and the outsole will
be attached by the use of a cement sole attach-
ing press in the conventional manner. After
the last has been removed from the shoe the heel
32 may be attached by means of nails driven
through the platform sole from the inside of the
shoe. PFinally the rear part sock lining 24 is
cemented in place upon the upper side of the
platform sole, this lining covering the heel and
shank portions of the sole and extending far
enough into the forepart to provide a substan-
tial width of overlap upon the forepart sock
lining 22. .

Instead of stitching a wrapping strip to the
upper to provide an edge covering for the fore-
part of the platform sole, the upper may be cut
with a sufficient width of marginal allowance in
its forepart to provide such a covering as an
integral extension of the upper. The forepart
platform edge covering may properly be con-
sidered to be an extension of the upper whether
it is formed integrally therewith or is cut as a
separate piece and later united with the upper
by stitching. _

It will be seen that by making the shoe as here-
in shown and described the use of sole leather
in the shank and heel portions of the shoe bottom
is avoided. Because of this-and the fact that no
lasting machinery or hand lasting operations are
required, substantial savings are effected in the
cost of manufacturing the shoe. The shoe, hav-
ing a high arch and a conventional high heel, is
more attractive and stylish and presents a more
refined and dressy appearance than conventional
shoes of the platform or so-called “casual” type
and is suitable for more general wear than such
shoes as ordinarily constructed. Moreover, by
employing integral extensions of the upper which
sweep downwardly in uninterrupted curves over
the edges and the bottom of the shank portion of
the platform sole and are closed by a central
seam beneath the sole, a distinctive and excep-
tionally neat and trim appearance is imparted to
the shoe. . .

Having described my invention, what I claim
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as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent of
the United States is:

1. That improvement in the manufacture of

platform shoes which consists in providing an
upper and innersole assembly in which the upper
has a marginal forepart extension and marginal
extensions at opposite sides of its shank portion
and the innersole is secured to the upper inwardly
of said forepart extension, turning said shank
extensions inwardly to bring their free edges
into meeting relation and securing said meeting
edges together to provide a closed covering for
the shank portion of a platform sole, positioning
a platform sole with its forepart beneath said
innersole and its shank portion above said closed
covering while the shoe is unsupported by a last,
_thereafter inserting a last in the shoe, laying
said forepart extension over the edge of the fore-
part of the platform sole and securing said ex-
tension in overlapping position upon the lower
side of said sole, attaching to the forepart of the
shoe a short outsole shaped to leave exposed to
view substantially all of said closed platform cov-
ering, and attaching to the rear of said plat-
form sole.
2. That improvement in the manufacture of
" platform shoes which consists in providing an up-

per cut to size plus only a marginal seam allow- -

ance in its forepart and having marginal ex-
tensions at opposite sides of its shank portion,
stitching an innersole and a platform edge wrap-
per to the forepart only of said upper, securing
together the lateral edges of said marginal shank
extensions to provide a closed covering for the
shank portion of a platform sole, positioning
a platform sole beneath said innersole and above
said closed covering, the shoe being unsupported
by a last while all of said operations are being
performed, thereafter inserting a last in the shoe,
folding said wrapper over the edge of the fore-
part of.the platform sole and securing it to the
lower side of said sole, securing a short outsole
upon the forepart of the shoe with the rear ex-
tremity of the outsole located to leave exposed to
view substantially all of said closed platform
shank covering, and attaching a heel to the shoe.

3. That improvement in the manufacture of
platform shoes which consists in providing an up-
per cut without lasting allowance in its forepart
and having marginal extensions at opposite sides
of its waist or shank portion, stitching a forepart
sock lining and a platform edge wrapper to the
forepart of the upper, uniting the free lateral
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margins of said upper extensions by a seam sewn,

from the inside of the shoe to provide a pre-
formed platform shank covering, assembling a
platform sc.e with the shoe by entering the rear
of said sole between the rear edge of said sock

- lining’ and the forward edge of said shank cov-
ering and positioning said sole with its shank
portion overlying said covering and its forepart
underlying said sock lining, folding said wrapper
over the edge and securing it to the lower side
of. the forepart of said sole, attaching a short
outsole to the forepart and a heel to the rear
part of said sole, and securing a rear part sock
lining to the heel and shank portions of said
sole.

4, That improvement in the manufacture of
platform shoes which consists in providing an
upper cut to size plus only a marginal seam
allowance in its forepart and having integral
marginal extensions at opposite sides of its shank
portion, stitching to said seam allowance a sock
lining and a platform edge wrapper, stitching
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together the lateral edges of said marginal shank
extensions t0 provide a closed covering for the

-shank portion of a platform sole, inserting a plat-

form sole heel end first between the rear edge of
said sock lining and the forward edge of said
closed covering and positioning'said sole with its
forepart underlying the sock lining and its shank
portion overlying said closed covering, the shoe
being unsupported by a last while all of said oper-
ations are being performed, inserting a last in the
shoe, securing said platform sole to said sock
lining and to said covering, folding said wrapper
over the edge of said platform sole and securing
the wrapper in overlapping relation upon the
lower side of said sole, securing a short outsole to
the forepart of said platform sole with the rear -
extremity of the outsole located substantially at
the break line between the forepart and shank
portion of the shoe bottom so as to leave exposed
substantially all of said closed platform shank
covering, and attaching a heel to said platform
sole.”

5. That. improvement in the manufacture of
shoes which consists in providing an upper and’
innersole assembly in which the upper has mar-
ginal extensions at opposite sides of its shank
portion and the innersole is secured to the upper
only in the forepart of the assembly, turning said
shank extensions inwardly to bring their free
edges into meeting relation and securing said
meeting edges together, positioning a sole be-
neath said innersole and above said shank exten-
sions so that the opposite edges and the lower
side of said sole will be covered by said shank
extensions, securing said sole to said parts, and
attaching a heel to said sole.

6. A platform shoe comprising an innersole, a
platform sole beneath said innersole, an upper
secured to said innersole and having lower mar-
ginal extensions at opposite sides of its waist por-
tion covering the opposite edges and the lower
side of the shank portion of said platform sole, a
wrapper strip secured to the upper and covering
the edge of the forepart of said platform sole, a
heel secured to the rear of the platform sole, and
a short outsole secured to the forepart of the
platform sole, the rear extremity of said outsole
being spaced from said heel to leave said mar-
ginal extensions of the upper exposed substan-
tially throughout the length of the shank portion
of the shoe bottom.

7. A platform shoe comprising an upper having
lower marginal extensions secured together in
meeting edge relation to form the exterior of the
shank portion of the shoe bottom, g sock lining

-seeured to the lower margin of the upper in the

forepart of the shoe, a full length platform sole
‘having its forepart beneath said sock lining and
its shank portion above said shank extensions of
the upper, a wrapper strip secured to the lower
margin of the upper and covering the edge of said
platform sole in the forepart of the shoe, a short

_ outsole secured to and underlying the forepart
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only of said platform sole, and a heel secured to
the rear of said platform- sole.

8. A platform shoe comprising a platform sole
“having a relatively flexible forepart and a rela-
tively stiff rear part including an arched shank
portion, a short outsole secured to the forepart of
the platform sole and terminating rearwardly
substantially in the vicinity of the break line
between the forepart and the shank portion of
the platform sole, a heel secured to the rear
extremity of the platform sole, an innersole, an
upper secured to said innersole and having lower
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marginal extensions at the opposite sides of its
walst portion covering the lower side of the shank
portion of the platform sole between sald outsole

and said heel, and a wrapper strip secured to said.

upper and covering the edge of the platform sole
forwardly of the shank portion of the shoe to
produce & platform effect in the forepart of the
shoe.

9. A platform shoe comprising a full length
platform sole, an upper having lower marginal
extensions secured together and constituting a
closed covering for the edges and the lower side
of the shank portion of said sole, a sock lining
stitched to the upper and secured to the upper
side of said sole, a wrapper strip stitched to the
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upper and covering the edge of said sole for- -

wardly of said closed shank covering, a short out-
sole attached to the forepart of said platform
sole and terminating rearwardly substantially at
the junction of the forepart and shank portions

2,359,808

of the shoe, and a heel attached to said platform
sole rearwardly of said closed shank covering.

10. A platform shoe comprising an upper hav-
ing lower marginal extensions at opposite sides of
its waist or shank portion, a forepart sock lining
stitched to the forepart of the upper, a full length
platform sole having the opposite edges and the
lower side of its shank portion covered by said
upper extensions, a wrapper stitched to the upper
and covering the edge of the forepart only of the
platform sole, an outsole attached to said plat-
form sole, said. outsole terminating rearwardly at
the forward extremity of the shank portion of the
shoe, a heel secured to the rear of said platform
shoe, and a rear part sock lining overlying the
heel and shank portions of the platform sole and
overlapping the rear portion of said forepart
sock lining.

JAMES DANE CHANDLER.



