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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
Apparatus for defining a game playing surface includ 

ing a collapsible area enclosing frame having a plurality 
of upstanding supports at equally spaced points there 
about and a plurality of elongated flexible strands engaged 
between opposed ones of the supports so as to subdivide 
the enclosed area into a plurality of generally equal size 
smaller areas. 

This invention generally relates to new and useful im 
provements in game devices somewhat in the nature of a 
hopscotch court particularly although by no means nec 
essarily, for children of various ages and has for one of 
its important objects to provide an apparatus of this char 
acter which is especially useful in developing coordination 
in addition to providing healthful body-building exercise 
particularly for the ankle and leg muscles. 
Another highly important object of the present inven 

tion is to provide a game device of the aforementioned 
character which may be expeditiously assembled for use 
on any suitable supporting surface and which, further, 
may be readily disassembled or knocked down for com 
pact storage. 

Other objects of the invention are to provide a portable, 
knock down game device of the character described which 
is relatively simple in construction, strong, durable, com 
pact, safe and which may be manufactured at low cost. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a game device con 
structed in accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a portion of the base 
frame, showing the parts separated; 

FIG. 3 is a plan view of a corner portion of the frame 
with a portion of the elbow broken in section; 

FIG. 4 is a detailed view in perspective of one of the 
elastic cord supporting hooks, showing a portion thereof 
broken away in section; 

FIG. 5 is a vertical sectional view on an enlarged 
scale through the device, taken substantially on the line 
5-5 of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 6 is a detailed view in perspective of a looped 

end portion of one of the elastic cords. 
Referring now to the drawing in detail, it will be seen 

that the embodiment of the invention which has been il 
lustrated comprises a base in the form of a generally 
square frame which is generally designated by reference 
numeral 8. The frame 8 is adapted to rest horizontally 
on the ground or any other suitable supporting Surface, 
as indicated at 10. As will be apparent, the frame 8 may 
be of any desired dimensions. Further, the frame 8 may 
be of plastic or any other suitable material. 
The frame 8 includes on each side thereof a bar 12 

of substantially rectangular transverse section. The bars 
12 are detachably connected through the medium of 

2 
elbows 14 which are also of substantially rectangular 
cross-section. The elbows 14 loosely telescopically receive 
the end portions of the bars 12. In the embodiment shown, 
the elbows 14 comprise diagonal intermediate portions 16. 
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Mounted at suitably spaced points on the frame 8 are 
generally upstanding, inwardly, downwardly and then out 
wardly curved supporting hooks 18 of rubber or other 
suitable resilient material. It will be noted that the hooks 
18 are mounted at spaced points on the bars 12 and on 
the diagonal intermediate portions 16 of the elbows 14. 
The hooks 18 comprise supporting bases 20 in the form 
of generally U-shaped clips 22 which are slipped horizon 
tally on the frame 8 on the outer edges thereof. 

Elastic cords or strands 24 are removably mounted on 
the hooks 18 in a manner to subdivide the area defined 
by the frame 8 into a plurality of squares. The elastic 
cords 24 terminate in loops 26 which are engaged in the 
hooks 18 for mounting said elastic cords thereon. 
. It is thought that the use of the device will be readily 
apparent from consideration of the foregoing. Briefly, the 
frame 8 is assembled on a suitable supporting surface 10 
and the hooks 18 are clipped thereon. The elastic cords 
24 are then mounted under tension on the hooks 18 by 
engaging the loops 26 in said hooks. The construction and 
arrangement is such that the tensioned elastic cords or 
strands 24 pull inwardly on the hooks 18 in a manner to 
further secure said hooks on the frame and to retain the 
frame assembly. Thus, no securing elements such as 
screws, pins, etc., are required. Various rules of proce 
dure may be followed in using the device. For example, 
the players or participants may jump with both feet 
through the pattern squares, then with the left foot and 
then with the right foot. This procedure may be followed 
by jumping backward, etc. The elastic cords 24 and re 
silient supporting hooks 18 prevent injury should the 
participant fall. In addition to providing a highly enter 
taining competitive game, the device may be advanta 
geously used as a grid in the training and leg condition 
ing of football players and other athletes. As shown to 
advantage in FIG. 3 of the drawing, the diagonal inter 
mediate portions 16 of the elbows 14, in addition to facili 
tating the mounting of the diagonal corner hooks 18 on 
the frame 8, also function as stops for the bars 12. Thus, 
when a bar 12 is inserted in an elbow it does not inter 
fere with the insertion of the other bar in this elbow and 
the frame, when assembled, is of uniform dimensions. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous modi 
fications and changes will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the 
exact construction and operation shown and described, 
and accordingly all suitable modifications and equivalents 
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the inven 
tion as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A hopping game device comprising a generally flat, 

substantially square horizontal frame for mounting on a 
supporting surface, a plurality of spaced, essentially ver 
tical, downwardly opening hooks on the frame, said 
hooks including inwardly opening base clips mounted on 
the edges of the frame, and elastic strands connected un 
der tension to the hooks and defining squares within the 
area of the frame. 

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein said hooks 
are flexibly resilient. 

3. The combination of claim 1, said frame including 
a plurality of bars and elbows telescopically receiving the 
end portions of said bars for detachably connecting same. 

4. The combination of claim 3, said elbows including 
diagonal intermediate portions receiving certain of the 
clips and providing stops for the bars. 
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5. The combination of claim 4, said strands being ten 
sioned and including end loops engaged in the hooks for 
retaining the clips on the frame and for retaining the 
bars in the elbows. 

6. The combination of claim 4 including strands paral 
leling the frame and connected under tension to clip 
mounted hooks on the intermediate portions of the 
elbows. 

7. A hopping game device comprising an area-enclosing 
peripheral horizontal frame for mounting on a support 
ing surface, a plurality of spaced essentially vertical sup 
ports located at substantially equally spaced points en 
tirely about said frame and orientated into generally op 
posed pairs, means mounting said supports on said frame 
for projection vertically upward therefrom, and a plural 
ity of elongated flexible strands each connected under 
tension between and directly to a selected one of the vari 
ous opposed pairs of supports in vertically spaced rela 
tion above said frame and dividing said enclosed area 
into a plurality of smaller substantially equal subdivisions. 

8. The combination of claim 7 wherein said essentially 
vertical supports are flexibly resilient. 

9. A hopping game device comprising an area-enclos 
ing peripheral horizontal frame for mounting on a sup 
porting surface, a plurality of spaced essentially vertical 
supports located at equally spaced points about said frame 
and orientated into generally opposed pairs, means mount 
ing said supports on said frame, and a plurality of elon 
gated flexible strands connected under tension between 
the various opposed pairs of supports and dividing said 
enclosed area into a plurality of smaller substantially 
equal subdivisions, said essentially vertical supports be 
ing flexibly resilient, said vertical supports including open 
hooks positioned vertically above said frame and inwardly 
opening base clips freely received about the outer edge 
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portion of the frame and retained thereagainst by said 
tensioned strands. 

10. The combination of claim 9 wherein said strands 
include end loops engaged in said hooks. 

11. A hopping game device comprising a generally flat, 
substantially rectangular horizontal frame for mounting 
on a supporting surface, a plurality of generally equally 
spaced essentially vertical supports about said frame, said 
supports including, in each instance, a portion thereon 
engaged with the frame for a positive mounting of the 
support thereon, and elongated flexible strands connected 
under tension to said supports and defining substantially 
rectangular areas within the area of the frame, said ver 
tical supports including inwardly directed open hooks, 
said strands including end loops engaged in opposed pairs 
of said hooks, the frame engaging portion of each sup 
port including an inwardly opening generally U-shaped 
clip mounted over the frame. 
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