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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Avnerr C. Terserr,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Glenlyn, in the county of Gﬂes. State of
Virginia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvemonts in Rail-Joints; and 1 do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the mvontmn.
such as will enable others skilled in the avt
to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

The invention relates to rail joints and
more particularly to the class of rail connec-
tions for joining together the meeting ends
of railway rails.

The primary object of the invention is the
provision of a rail joint in which the meet-
ing ends of railway rails may be joined
without the necessity of the usual well
known bolt fastenings which are employed
for connecting the Fish plates in position
upon the rails.

Another object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a rail connection in which the rail
ends will be securely united or held con-
nected so as to form a tight joint at the
meeting ends of the rails without ANy Pos-
911)1hty of the separation thereof.

A still further object of the invention is
the provision of a rail joint in which the
meeting ends of railway rails may be quickly
and qecurelv joined together without the
necessity of using bolts “and nuts generally
employed in securing the adjacent ends of
the rails.

A still further object of the invention is
the provision of a rail joint which is simple
in_construction strong, durable, thoroughly
reliable and efficient in operation and that is
inexpensive in the manufacture.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction, com-
bination and arrangement of parts as will be
hereinafter more fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings <lm]osmo the
preferred form of embz)dlmont of tho inven-
tion and as pointed out in the claim here-
unto appended.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a fragmen-
tary top plan view of the meeting ends of
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railway rails with the invention applied
thereto. Tig. 2 is a side elevation thereof,
Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view.

similar reference characters indieate cor-
responding parts through the several views
in the drawings,

Referring to the drawings by numerals,
5 and 6 designate generally the adjacent or
mecting ends of railway rails which are of
the usual well known construction, each
having a tread 7, web 8 and base 9, the lat-
ter resling in the ordinary manner upon
cross ties 10 of the usnal type. These rails
in their webs have the usual bolt receiving
holes or openings and on opposite sides of
the said rails are disposed fish plates 11 and
12, the fish plate 11 being formed at inter-
vals on its inner face with integral hollow
cylindrical protuberances or lugs 13 which
project throngh the holes or openings in
the webs of the rails and receive integral
pins 14 on the fish plate 12 at the opposite
sides of the rails,

The lugs 15 and pins 14 contain trans-
verse qlmmo openings registering with each
other when the pins 14 havo been inserted
in the hollow hms to receive a locking rod
15, the latter formed at one end with an
ey ¢ terminal 16, while its opposite end con-
tains a slot which detachably veceives a key
17 to securely hold the locking rod from
becoming detached when securing the fish
plates together for joining the mee tmo ends
of the railway 1‘1115 Tt being understood
of conrse that the key 17, is inserted in the
rod 15, subsequent to the mounting of the
swne in the {ransverse openings contained
in the inlerfitting lngs and pins 13 and 14
integral with the fish plates.

Varions slight modifications and changes
may be made in the details of construetion
without departing from the spirvit of the in-
venfion.  Therefore T do not wish to con-
fite myself to the exact construction, shown
and described but wish to caim all such
modified forms as will come properly within
the scope of the appended claim.

What is claimed 1g:—

Tn combination with the rails having ap-
ertures in the webs thereof, fish plates dis-
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posed on opposite sides of said rails, hollow | fitted lugs and pins for locking the fish
lugs integral with and projecting from the | plates together. ' 0
inner face of one fish plate and passed In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
through the apertures in the webs of the | ture, in presence of two witnesses.

rails, pins integral and projecting from the ALBERT C. HERBERT.
inner face of the other fish plate and en- Witnesses:

gaging in the hollow lugs, and a locking J. W. Mzapows,

pin passed transversely through the inter- R. W. Davis.




