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The present invention relates to an improvement in 
cigarettes or cigars and more particularly to a cigarette 
or cigar including means offering the smoker, at his option, 
a choice of taste by having the smoke filtered or unfiltered. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a cigarette 
with a filter medium which may or may not be effective 
during the smoking of the cigarette. 

Present day smokers usually have a preference for 
either plain end or filtered cigarettes and it is an object 
of the invention to give the smoker this preference in the 
same cigarette. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a ciga 
rette equipped with a filter which by the choice of the 
smoker will allow either filtered or unfiltered Smoke 
to reach the mouth of the smoker. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a ciga 

rette having a filter medium through which is inserted 
one or more hollow collapsible tubes to form a free 
flow air passage and the air passage may be closed if so 
desired by the smoker. 
The invention is hereafter more fully described by 

reference to the accompanying drawings wherein: 
FIGURE I is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of 

a cigarette and attached mouthpiece. 
FIGURE II is a cross-sectional view of the ciga 

rette mouthpiece showing one free-flow air tube inserted 
through the filter medium. 
FIGURE E is a section similar to FIGURE I show 

ing the free-flow air tube in closed position. 
FIGURE IV is a modification of FIGURE II showing 

a plurality of free-flow air tubes inserted through the filter 
medium. 
FIGURE V is a similar view of FIGURE IV showing 

the free-flow tubes in closed position. 
The cigarette as shown in the attached drawings is 

of general construction including a cylindrical wrapper 
1, and a mouthpiece 2. Tobacco 3 is contained in the 
forward end of the wrapper 1 and the mouthpiece 2 is 
contained in the rearward end of the wrapper. The mouth 
piece 2 is provided with a filter medium 4 which may be 
of any well known type such as a cotton or cellulose mass, 
wadded or rolled. Extending through the filter medium 
4 from the end of the tobacco mass to the rear end of the 
cigarette proper is a hollow longitudinal tube 5 con 
stituting a conduit for smoke. The tube 5 may be made 
of any flexible material, such as paper. The inner sur 
face of the tube is coated at 6 with any well known pres 
sure sensitive self-sealing non-injurious adhesive. The 
tube 5 may be sealed or closed (as shown at 7 in FIG 
URES III and V) by the application of a slight pressure 
against the outer wrapper a surrounding the mouthpiece 
by the smoker. 
With reference to the structure as shown in FIGURES 

IV and V, a plurality of tubular air passages 5 are in 
serted through the filter medium. The tubes are of the 
same type but smaller in diameter than the tube shown 
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in FIGURE I. These tubes are coated on their inner 
surface with a self-sealing adhesive, and may be closed 
as previously described by the smoker pressing the mouth 
piece between his thumb and finger. 
From the structure just described it will be seen that 

this novel form of cigarette can satisfy both filtered 
and unfiltered cigarette smokers, and can be changed 
from an unfiltered type cigarette to a filtered type by the 
Smoker merely by pressing the mouthpiece between the 
thumb and finger. 

Thus, upon selecting a cigarette of the instant invention 
from a pack, the smoker may enjoy an unfiltered ciga 
rette by allowing the air passage tube to remain open, 
or by preference may enjoy a filtered cigarette simply by 
squeezing the mouthpiece of the cigarette to close or seal 
the tubes. 

It is to be noted that the tubes once closed or sealed 
will remain so due to the adhesive material coating the 
interior of the tube or tubes. 
The above description is meant for the purpose of 

illustration only and should not be considered in a limit 
ing sense since within the scope of the invention, a pas 
sage can be formed in the filter medium, and a pressure 
sensitive self-sealing adhesive applied to the wall of such 
passage. 

I claim: 
1. A cigarette including a supply of tobacco, a wrapper 

enclosing the tobacco supply, a filter medium within the 
wrapper at one end thereof, said filter medium having 
inner and outer ends, said filter medium having at least 
one passage extending longitudinally thereof from the 
outer end to the inner end to define a conduit through 
which unfiltered smoke may be drawn, and a pressure 
sensitive self-sealing adhesive on the wall of said passage 
operative to close the outer portion of said passage when 
pressure is applied to the end of the cigarette contain 
ing the filter medium so that smoke will be drawn through 
the filter medium. 

2. A cigarette as claimed in claim 1, in which a hol 
low flexible tube defines said one passage. 

3. A cigarette including a supply of tobacco, a wrapper 
enclosing the tobacco supply, a filter medium within the 
wrapper at one end thereof, said filter medium having 
inner and outer ends, said filter medium having a plurality 
of passages extending longitudinally thereof from the outer 
end to the inner end to define conduits through which un 
filtered smoke may be drawn, and a pressure-sensitive 
self-sealing adhesive on the wall of each passage operative 
to close the outer portion of said passage when pressure 
is applied to the end of the cigarette containing the filter 
medium so that smoke will be drawn through the filter 
medium. 
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