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1 .
This- invention relates in general. to paint
bucket supports for ladders, and pertains more
particularly’ to a support that may be readily
mounted on a ladder of conventional construc-
tion. .
Where ladders are used in painting. buildings
and the Iike, it is continually necessary to move
the ladders to new positions. as the work pro-
gresses. To avoid spillage of the paint, it is

highly desirable that the paint bucket be firmly -

supported on the ladder in a simple yet readily
removable manner. Devices have been employed
which: must be secured to the ladder in a perma-
nent or semi-permeanent fashion, but it will be
apparent that these devices entail considerable
inconvenienee where the painter must move to
new vertical locations on the ladder.. Devices of
a detachable nature have alse been employed,
but they have not afforded the security of re-
tention essential for general jobbing.

Accordingly, an object of the present inven-
tiomn is to provide a paint bucket support of simple
construction, that can be easily attached to con-
ventional ladders.

Another object of the invention is to provide ;

a support that will securely hold the bucket both
while painting and while moving the ladder, yet
permitting its ready removal from the support
when desired.

A feature of the invention resides in the fact
that the support can be readily fabricated from
ordinary sheet metal stock.

Another feature of the invention resides in the
use of hook means engaging hoth a rung and a
side frame member of the ladder, such hook
means being so designed that the bucket will
be firmly supported in an upright manner.

Still another feature of the present invention
lies in the employment of means for engaging
either the sides of the bucket or its rim, thereby
assuring retention of the bucket when the ladder
is tilted into various positions.

Another feature of the invention provides for
the accommodation of paint pails of different
diameters.

The above objects, and other objects of my in-
vention will be made more apparent hereinafter,
are obtained by structure subsequently to be
described and shown in the accompanying draw-
ing, wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one embodi-
ment of my invention, the ladder to which the
device is attached being shown fragmentarily.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a modified
form of the invention.
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Referring now to Figure 1 of the drawing, it
will be seen that my bucket supporting device
comprises o generally vertical member 0, pref~
erably of sheet material, the member 10 having
a perpendicularly turned lower portion 2 upen
which the bottom of a paint bucket may rest. To
assure retention of the bucket upen the lower or
base portion {2, there is provided & band member
14 which may be secured to the vertical section
10 in any convenient manner, such as by welding
or by the llustrated rivets 18.

In order to accommodate various sizes of paint
buckets, the band or strap member {4 is adjust~
able into different diameters by means of & wing

. nut 18 and screw 28, the screw passing through a

pair of apertures (net visible) in the band mem-
ber 14. However, a pair of spaced apertures is
represented at 22 and 23. For example, the par-
ticular adjusted position iliustrated may denote
the proper size for a quart can of paint, while if
the aperiure 22 is used, then the band i4 would
be of the proper size to receive, say, a half gallon
can of paint. Use of the aperture 23 would
permit accommodation of, for instance, a gallon
can.

The supporting device is supported. vertically
by a rearwardly extending hook 24 situated adja~
cent the upper end of the vertical section (0.
It will be noted that the hook 24, which may be
an extension of the section 10, is curved to engage
a rung 26 of the ladder. To maintain the section
10 vertical, or substantially so, a laterally pro-
jecting arm 28 is employed. This arm may form
an integral part of the center section 10, or it
may be affixed to the section {8 in the same
manner. selected for securing the strap (4 in
place, a pair of rivets 30 being shown. The arm
28 is curved forwardly and is bent at 32 and 34
to form a channel which abuts against the side
frame 36 of the ladder.

In this way the device in general depends
from the rung 26, there being an inherent pivot-
ing of the device about the rung to urge the
channeled end of the arm 28 into abutting en-
gagement with the frame 36. It will be per-
ceived that the supporting structure may be
easily attached to a ladder, the painter only hav-
ing to place the hook 24 over the rung 26 while
guiding the channeled end of the arm 28 into
engagement with the frame 26.

For still further protection against displace-
ment of the paint bucket or can, the section 10
may be provided with an ear or forwardly ex-
tending portion 38 which is designed to overhang
the rim of the bucket. 'Thus, it will be seen that
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the device may be constructed to insure against
cisplacement of the paint bucket in any direction,
yet still permitting ready removal of the support-
ing structure itself from the ladder.

A pin or hook may be welded or otherwise se-
cured to the arm 28 for engaging the brush han-
dle. Such a member is designated by the ref-
erence numeral 35 in Figure 1, the hook being
shown in dofted outline because of its coneealed
position.

In the embodiment pictured in Figure 2, the
basic structure is the same as in the preceding
embodiment and corresponding parts have been
given the same reference numerals. However,
& different means is provided for keeping the
bucket in place upon the lower or base portion
12, this being a hook portion 40 located at the
upper end of the main section {0 which is down-
turned to embrace the rim or lip of the paint can.
It will be understood that the paint can is merely
tilted slightly to bring its rim into proper en-
gagement with the hook 40. In many instances,
the embodiment of Figure 2 will serve to ade-
quately retain the paint can in place upon the
base portion {2.

Instead of the hook 35, a suitable means for
holding the brush when not in use may consti-
tute a looped spring 42 having its ends received
through a pair of small apertures 44, the ends
being preferably furned outwardly to prevent
disengagement. The turns of the spring 42 will
readily yield fo accommodate the brush handle
upon insertion of the handle within the loop.

In accordance with the patent statutes, I have
described the principles of construction and op-
eration of my paint pail support and while I
have endeavored to set forth the best embodiment
thereof, I desire to have it understood that this
is only illustrative thereof and that obvious
changes may be made within the scope of the
following claims without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

I claim:

1. A paint bucket support for laddérs eom-
prising an elongated strip of sheet material
formed to provide a substantially horizontally
extending bottom portion, a generally vertically

10

4

extending portion, and a rearwardly extending
hook portion designed to extend over the rung of
a ladder, a forwardly projecting finger member
at the upper end of said vertical portion designed
to extend over the rim of a can supported upon
said bottom portion, means engaging the can to
hold the can upon. said bottom portion and
against said vertical portion, and a laterally ex-
tending arm secured to said vertical portion in-
termediate the ends thereof, and extending
laterally therefrom, said laterally extending arm
having a hook shaped extremity designed to en-

~ Bage over a side edge of the ladder.
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. 2. The structure deseribed in claim 1 and in
which the means for holding the can in place
comprises a band secured to said vertical member
intermediate the ends thereof and extending for-
wardly therefrom.

3. The structure described in claim 1 and in
which the means for holding the can in place
includes a split band secured intermediate its
ends to said vertically extending portion inter-
mediate the ends thereof, and including means
for holding the ends of the split band together.

4. The structure described in claim 1 and in
which the means for holding the can in place
includes a hook shaped end on said forwardly
extending finger designed to extend info the can
at the upper end thereof. i

5. The structure described in claim 1 and in-
cluding a rearwardly curved connecting portion
between said bottom portion and said vertically
extending portion to accommodate an enlarged
bead at the lower end of the can side wall,
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