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To all whom it may concerm.: o

Beit known that I, LEROY JAMES, residing
near Maroa, in the county of Macon and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fences; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form part of this speci-
fication.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in rail fences; and the object and na-
ture of the invention will be more fully de-
seribed hereinafter, and particularly pointed
out in the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a perspective of a section of the
improved fence. Fig. 2 is a section showing
oneof the supporting and securing frames in
elevation. Fig. 3 is a detail of the rail-sup-
porting frame before being placed in position
to support the rails.

In the drawings, the reference-letter ¢ in-
dicates the horizontal rails of the fence ar-
ranged in vertical series to form panels, as
usual. Theends of the railsof the adjoining
panels overlap and rest one on the other. At
the intersecting or adjoining ends of the
panels where the rails overlap a pair of ver-
tical stakes or posts b b are located on the op-
posite sides of the overlapping ends of the
rails, and at their lower ends are bound and
firmly secured together by a wire ¢, twisted
around the ends of said posts, and the lower
rail of the panel rests on said wire. These
posts extend a distance above the horizontal
series of rails @, and at their upper ends are

- firmly bound together by a wire d, and also
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at any intermediate point the posts can be se-
cured together, as shown.

Each pairof upright posts is provided with
a pair of ineclined or diagonal braces ¢ e, ex-
tending down on opposite sides of the fence,
and at their upper ends located on opposite
sidesof andbearingagainst the opposite sides
of the posts. Each brace extends diagonally
across the upper ends of the posts above the
series of parallel rails a,and is separately se-
cured at its upper portion to both posts by

means of the wire fastenings f f/, and, as be-
fore stated, the upper ends of the two braces
are located on opposite sides of the upper
portions of their respective pair of posts. An
inclined or diagonal rail ¢ at its upper end
rests between the two posts and in the upper
croteh formed by the upper ends of the in-
clined braces, and the opposite and lower end
of the rail rests between the upright posts of
the next adjoining frame upon the top raila
of the next adjoining panel,and a horizontal
top rail or rider h is located above each in-
clined rail ¢ and rests on the upper ends of
the same and is secured between the upright
posts, as shown.

It will be observed that each panel is at its
ends secured by two supporting-frames con-
structed as set forth,and that each panel con-
sists of the vertical series of horizontal rails
a, the inclined rail ¢, and the top rail h.

The inclined rail g closes thespace between
the rails ¢ and the top rail 2, as this space
cannot be closed by a series of horizontal
rails by reason of the crossing of the upper
ends of the inclined braces.

In building the fence the supporting-frames
are first made separately from the fence. The
first two frames are then held in upright po-
sition thie required distance apart and the
bottom rail placed between the upright posts
and forced down upon the bottom wire, se-
curing the endsof the poststogether, thereby
forcing apart the upper endsof the postsand
spreading the inclined braces. The rails are
then laid in position one on the other to the
desired height. When the rails have been
laid, a chain or other means is placed around
the upper ends of the upright postsand they
aredrawn together, thereby drawing thelower
ends of the inclined braces toward each other
and bringing them into contact with the
ground, and the upper ends of the rails are
firmly bound together by a wire, as before
mentioned.

Heretofore fences have been composed of
the horizontal rails and the vertical and in-
clined posts; but the rails and said posts in
these old fences have been so bound together
by the securing-wires that the posts had to
be built up and placed in proper position with
the rails and while building the fence, and
when the fence is taken down the posts have
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to be separated and taken down with the
fence. Myinvention is a great improvement
over and is essentially different from these
old devices. Therail-supporting frameshown
in Fig. 3 in condition before being employed
to support the rails is built and bound to-
gether independently of the fence itself and
supports the rails by other means than the
wires binding the frame itself together, so
that the rails can be placed in position and
removed without separating or disarranging
the parts comprising such frame. As before
mentioned, by the use of the present inven-
tion the stakes can be wired together during
the winter or at a distance from where the
fence is to be built and can be hauled to
where the fence is to be constructed, and by
reason of the supporting- frames separate
from the rails the fence can be built with
great ease and rapidity by one man, requires
a minimum quantity of wire far less than said
old fence, and will stand the attacks of stock
better than said old fences. The fence can

he readily and quickly taken down and the
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frames thereof hauled away and employed
somewhere else for constructing another
fence.

This fence is exceedingly durable and cheap
in construction, and can be very easily and
guickly built.

What I claim is—

Theherein-described rail-supporting frame,
consisting of the two vertical stakes b b, the
two inclined stakes e ¢, located on opposite
sides of and each crossing both stakes D b,
and the separate wires f’ f, each securing the
respective stakes at their points of crossing
above and below, in combination with rails
between stakes b b, secured by independent
means at their upper and lower ends, as set
forth.

In testimnony thatI claim the foregoing
my own I affix my signature in presence

two witnesses.
LEROY JAMES,

as
of

Witnesses:
KINNETH SCHOLEY,
JOSEPH WOOLLEY.
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