
Oct. 31, 1939. J. M. WALLONE 2,178.412 
UPHOLSTERED ARTICLE AND METHOD OF MAKING SAME 

Filed April 21, 1937 2 Sheets-Sheet l' 

"uartaru- - - - usu'u--a- - - A -- a-- are: - Y. 

E. . . 
who a .it 
- - - - - - - - S. g- - - - - - - - - - - i. 8E.8a. ----------- 

NVENTOR 
/h. 22ae/-ur 

ATTORNEYS 

  



Oct. 31, 1939. J. M. VALLONE 2,178,412 
UPHOLSTERED ARTICLE AND METHOD OF MAKING SAME 

Filed April 21, 1937 2 Sheets-Sheet 2 

NZAS2S2 L sk' ......r.t. isks RSS 

d 
YNASNYS 

Sys 

NVENTOR 

a G ce- i.e.fr/6-- 
ATTORNEYS 

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

Patented Oct. 31, 1939 

UNITED STATES 

2,178,412 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,178,42 

UPHOLSTERED ARTICLE AND METHOD OF 
MARING SAME 

Joseph M. Wallone, Buffalo, N. Y., assignor to 
Barcalo 
N. Y. 

Manufacturing Company, Buffalo, 

Application April 21, 1937, Serial No. 138,193 
4. Claims. 

This invention relates to improvements in up 
holstered furniture or articles and in the method 
of making the same. 
One object of the invention is to provide im 

proved edge-fastening means for the coverings of 
upholstered couches and analogous articles 
whereby the work of upholstering or covering 
such articles is simplified and expedited. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide 

improved fastening means for the edges of up 
holstery coverings whereby a strong, durable and 
attractive edge finish is provided and the cover 
ings can be fastened in place more expeditiously 
and less expensively than heretofore; also to pro 
wide an upholstered article having a cushioned 
Seat of improved construction; also to provide an 
improved method of making the cushioned seats 
of upholstered furniture; also to provide a cush 
ioned seat of improved construction in which the 
cushion padding for the spring seat bottom is 
better confined and held intact; and also to im 
prove the construction of upholstered articles and 
the method of making the same in the respects 
hereinafter more particularly described and set 
forth in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation, partly in section, of 

an upholstered couch or the like embodying my 
invention. 

Fig. 2 is a sectional elevational view, partially 
illustrating a method according to my invention 
of upholstering the couch or article. 

Fig. 3 is an elevational view further illustrat 
ing the method of upholstering. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the couch showing por 
tions of the covering and seat padding broken 
away to show the bottom covering of the pad 
and the spring bottom structure. 

Fig. 5 is a sectional plan view on line 5-5, 
Fig. 1, showing the fastening means for the bot 
tom edge of the covering. 
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Fig. 6 is an enlarged, sectional elevation on line 
6-6, Fig. 5, of the edge fastening means. 

Fig. 7 is a cross section of the bottom edge of 
the covering showing the manner of placing the 
fastening bar in the cover hem. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing the up 
holstery covering turned inside Out and inverted. 

Fig. 9 is a sectional plan view through the 
corner of a couch on the plane of line 5-5, Fig. 
l, but showing slightly modified construction. 
Said dra Wings illustrate the invention in co 

nection with an upholstered couch or seat, but 
the invention, as will be understood from the 

(C. 155-180) 
following description, is also applicable to other 
upholstered articles. 
As illustrated, the couch comprises a station 

ary bottom frame i? formed by rigidly connected 
horizontal side and end metal bars or angles Sup 
ported by legs at the corners of the frame, 
metal legs of angle shape in horizontal section 
being shown, see Fig. 5, having the upper ends of 
their side and end walls rigidly secured, as by 
welding to the side and end bars of the bottom 
frame O. The spring bottom or spring structure 
of the seat, which is supported by the botton 
frame , may be of any usual or suitable con 
struction. For instance, it may comprise, a group 
of vertical, spiral or coil springs 2 secured at 
their lower ends on the botton fraine, and having 
their top convolutions connected to each other 
by longitudinal and transverse ties or wires 3 
and 4 which hold the upper ends of the Springs 
in the intended relation and which, together With 
a marginal wire or frame 3 extending around 
the top of the group of springs and connected to 
and supported by the springs, form the top of 
the spring bottom structure. 
ported by the spring bottom structure, as usual, 
is an upholstered seat pad or cushion f3, the top 
covering of which forms the top surface of 
the upholstered seat of the couch. A skirt 8 
extends downwardly from the edges of the seat 
pad to cover the frame and spring botton at the 
sides and ends thereof, the sides and ends of 
this skirt, being, as usual, attached at their upper 
edges to the corresponding edges of the top cov 
ering 7 of the seat pad. This skirt extends down 
below the horizontal bottom frame O of the couch 
and has its bottom edge hemmed to form pock 
ets at the lower edges of the sides and ends of 
the skirt to receive edge fastening bars. The 
covering, comprising the seat and Skirt portions 
7 and 48 may be made of any textile or other 

fabric or material suitable for the purpose. 
A fastening bar is confined in the pocket 9 

at the bottom edge of each side of the skirt, 20 
being Such a bar in the edge pocket of the front. 
of the skirt, and 24 a similar bar in the edge 
pocket of each end of the skirt. Each fastening 
bar preferably consists of a relatively wide, thin 
metal bar or strip which is arranged vertically 
on edge in the skirt pocket so that the bar is 
deeper vertically than horizontally, and each 
fastening bar 28 or 2S is provided near its ends 
With fastening devices, preferably in the form 
of Screw studs or bolts 22 which are fixed to the 
bar and are adapted to be inserted through holes 
23 in the walls of the couch legs ii and secured 
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2 
by nuts 24 Screwed on the inner ends of the Studs. 
In the case of a long couch or seat, the fastening 
bar 2) at each long side of the skirt is also pro 
vided at its middle portion with a similar fasten 
ing or Screw stud 25 which is adapted to be in 
Serted through a hole in a fixed bracket or part 
26 depending from the middle portion of the cor 
responding side of the botton frame and is 
secured, as before, by a nut screwed on its inner 
end. The end bars 2 ? are similarly secured at the 
ends of the couch, one of the screw studs for one 
end fastening bar being shown at 22, Fig. 5. By 
elongating the Stud-receiving holes in the couch 
legs and brackets 26, the fastening of the bai's 
in place is facilitated and allowance made for 
possible inaccuracies in the location of the studs 
or holes. The screw studs or bolts are preferably 
riveted in holes in the bars or otherwise fixed to 
the fastening bars so as to be rigid therewith. 
The fastening bars with their fixed screw studs 

can be readily inserted endwise into the skirt 
pockets, which are open at their ends at the in 
side of the skirt, by opening or spreading the 
pockets and turning the fastening bars to a posi 
tion transverse to the normal plane of the 
pockets, as illustrated in Fig. 7, and after the 
bars have been inserted in the pockets, they are 
turned to their normal or vertical position and 
the studs forced through the inside walls of the 
pockets. The fastening bars are relatively Stiff 
or rigid vertically, or in the direction of the 
strain of the skirt thereon and are thus adapted 
to hold the edges of the skirt straight and hari 
zontal against the tendency of the tension of the 
skirt to bend or bow the bars between their points 
of attachment to the frame. Thus, a neat, at 
tractive edge finish for the covering is provided, 
notwithstanding that even in the case of a full 
length couch, the fastening bars at the long Sides 
thereof do not need to be secured to the frame 
except at the ends and at one point between the 
ends of the couch. In other words, only three 
fastenings or studs are required for securing the 
front or back edge of the skirt in a full length 
couch, and as regards the end fastening bars, only 
two fastenings or studs are necessary, one at each 
end of each bar. This construction also enables 
the skirt to extend down below the horizontal 
bars of the couch frame and be fastened at its 
bottom edges at points spaced downwardly below 
the horizontal frame bars. Therefore, the hori 
Zontal bars or members of the couch frame need 
not be vertically wide or deep members, Such aS 
are necessary in constructions in which the edges 
of the skirt are fastened to the bottom edges of 
the horizontal frame memberS. 

Fig. 9 shows a slight modification in construc 
tion of the fastening means adapting the Same 
for use on round cornered couches or articles. 
In this modification the ends of the fastening 
bars 20a and 2 a. are bent to substantially con 
form to the curvature of the round corner of the 
leg a. Otherwise the construction may be as 
above described. 
The following improved method is preferably 

employed in producing the upholstered couch or 
article constructed as hereinbefore described. 

30 represents pieces or flaps of suitable inex 
pensive textile or other material which are 
stitched to the inside of the covering at the front 
and rear edges of the seat portion 7 thereof, and 
3 indicates similar strips which are Stitched to 
the inside of the covering at the opposite ends 
of the seat portion . The skirted covering With 
the flaps 30 and 3 attached thereto is turned 

2,178,412 
inside-out and is placed upside-down Over a 
Suitable work bench or support 32, see Figs, 2 and 
3, with the skirt hanging down inside-out around 
the bench. The kapok or other filling material 
33 which forms the stuffing or padding of the 
seat pad or cushion is then laid or placed to 
necessary thickness on the then up-turned under 
side of the seat covering, as indicated in Fig. 2. 
Then the side and end flaps 30 and 3 are folded 
inwardly over the padding material 33, with the 
free edges of the side flaps overlapping each other 
and overlapping the inwardly folded end flaps 3, 
and the flaps are fastened to each other by staples 
34 inserted and clenched through the overlapping 
flaps, or the flaps can be secured over the filling 
by stitching or in any other convenient manner. 
The padding material 33 is thus enclosed between 
the seat top portion fl of the covering and the 
folded-in flaps 30 and 3, and is completely en 
closed and securely confined and held intact. 
The couch frame C. With the bottom Spring struc 
ture thereon is then placed upside-down on the 
covered pad or cushion while the same remains 
on the Work bench, and While pressure is applied 
by suitable means, not shown, to compreSS the 
cushion and spring bottom, the skirt 8 is drawn 
up around the Spring bottom and frame, as in 
dicated in Fig. 3, and the fastening bars 20 and 
2, which have been placed in the bottom edge 
pockets of the skirt, are then Secured in place on 3 
the frame, as above described, by inserting the 
securing studs of the fastening bars in the holes 
in the legs and brackets 26. By thus working 
with the couch inverted or upside-down, the 
fastening bars can be very quickly and easily Se 
cured in place, since the points of attachment for 
the Securing studs are in readily accessible posi 
tions where the bolts can be easily seen and 
reached and the nuts screwed thereon. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. An upholstered article comprising a rigid 

Supporting frame having horizontal frame bars 
and members extending downwardly below Said 
horizontal bars at Widely spaced apart points, an 
upholstered Seat Supported by said frane, a 
covering which covers said seat and has a skirt 
extending down below said horizontal frame bars 
at a side of the frame, and edge fastening meanS 
for Said skirt comprising a relatively Wide thin 
bar enclosed in a hem at the bottom edge of the 
skirt, and carrying fastenings at its inner side 
attached to said downwardly extending frame 
innembers, said bar being arranged With its wide 
Side vertical and bridging the space between Said 
frame members and spaced downwardly away 
from Said frame bars, and said fastening bar 
being sufficiently wide vertically to maintain the 
bottom edge of the skirt substantially straight 
against the tendency of the tension of the skirt 
to bow the bar upwardly between the widely 
Spaced apart points at Which the ba) is fastened 
to the frane. 

2. An upholstered article comprising a rigid 
Supporting frame having horizontal frame bars 
and Widely Spaced apart legs extending down 
Wardly below said horizontal bars, a cushion Sup 
ported on Said frame and having a covering with 
a skirt which extends down at the side of Said 
frame below said horizontal frame bar, and fas 
tening means for the bottom edge of said skirt 
comprising a wide thin horizontal fastening bar 
enclosed in a hem at the bottom edge of the 
skirt, and fastenings securing the ends of Said 
bar to Said legs below the horizontal frame bar 
at said side of the frame, said fastening bar being 
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2,178,412 
arranged with its wide side Wertical and bridging 
the Space between said legs and Spaced down 
wardly away from said frame bar, and Said 
fastening bar being sufficiently wide vertically to 
maintain the bottom edge of the skirt Substan 
tially straight against the tendency of the tension 
of the skirt to bow the bar upwardly between the 
frame legs. 

3. An upholstered article according to claim 2 
in which a bracket extends downwardly from the 
horizontal frame bar between the legs, and Said 
fastening bar has a fastening Secured to Said 
bracket. 

4. An upholstered article comprising a rigid 
rectangular supporting frame having horizontal 
frame bars, and supporting legs extending down 
wardly therefrom at the corners of said frame, a 
cushion Supported by said frame, a cushion cover 

3. 
ing having a skirt which extends downwardly 
from the cushion at the sides of said frame below 
Said frame bars, and fastening means for the bot 
tom edge of said skirt comprising a wide thin 
horizontal fastening bar enclosed in a hem at the 
bottom edge of the skirt at each side of said 
frame, and fastenings Securing the ends of each 
fastening bar to the two legs at one side of the 
frame below the horizontal frame bar at Said side 
of the frame, said fastening bar being arranged 
With its wide side vertical and bridging the Space 
between Said legs and spaced downwardly away 
from said frame bar, and being of sufficient verti 
cal width to maintain the bottom edge of the 
skirt. Substantially Straight against the tendency 
of the skirt to bow the bar upwardly between the 
frame legs. 

JOSEPH. M. WALLONE. 
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