Aug. 1, 1950 L. A. SPENGLER 2,517,046
SLIP-ON GARMENT
Filed Oct. 25, 1948 ’ 2 Sheets-Sheet 1

14

i3, W LY
, T A 1
i ‘ E \ |
15—/ 7-—1 g__.'{ A-\6
| § \
i A\ }
----------------- 4 Iy //\ A2 32y 9
\ A | 1
| (32- < \8 I \3\ fkﬂ_ \4
| (S INVENTOR. ’
|' 3 Liteian A. SPENGLER
14— B
I —lo—~
i

ATTORNEY




Aug. 1, 1950 L. A. SPENGLER : 2,517,046
SLIP-ON GARMENT

Filed Oct. 25, 1948 2 Sheets-~Sheet 2

't:':."l."g__‘irl,v,_v,‘v,-l[, R TScT I 7K 7o 7o o 5] A 7, (_
—————————— e

VT ER VAL T eT e #1795 VAW eI eV W T WL R

5 l".l".s".a"\"s‘-' AT AT AT AT AR A AT AT AT AT ATATATATAVAT,

T T s ILIr I T T2 Ve e ( Wi TeTaTr T I I ALIP Y. I VI I IR T LI
. el S S et e
5k

— e
I IS IS s i T T TS 5 s ke "qV

uuuuuu

24 18 ATTORNEY




Patented Aug. 1, 1950

2,517,046

‘UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,517,046
SLIP-ON GARMENT
Lillian A. Spengler, Milford, Conn.
Application October 25, 1948, Serial No. 56,458
3 Claims. (Cl 2—i14)

1

This invention relates to garments desighed
for quick and easy adjustment and especially
adapted for wear by patients, and more particu-
larly by bedridden patients, and one object is
to provide a garment which can be readily slipped
on -and off, and -especially without the necessity
of raising or turning the recumbent patient.

A further object is to provide g garment of
this type especially for hospital use which will
dispense with bufticns, fasteners: or tie-strings,
thereby not only facilitating the work of attend-
ants, but reducing laundering and repairing costs.

A further object is-to provide a garment of
this type which may be withdrawn from under
a patient quickly when necessary without lifting
or turning the patient, and without danger of
ripping the garment.

A further object is to provide a garment of
this type comprising a minimum number of parts
and requiring the minimum of sewing in finish-
ing the garment, and having the maximum secur=
ity-against ripping at the seams.

In carrying the invention into effect I provide
2. gown of any desired length comprising a one-

piece front panel with armhole and neck cut- :

outs, and a divided back-panel, preferably in two
like pieces, with sithilar armhole and neck cub=
oubs the back-panel being sewed to the front
panel. from the neck cut-outs to the armhole

cub-outs on the shoulder line, and from the lower ;

margin of the armhole cut<out down to the lower
margin 0f the gown. Sho¥t sleeves are sewed
into the armholes in the usual manner and a
single piece of binding strip or tape is sewed
around the neck margin, thus dispensing en-
tirely with a yoke piece. The cut-outs for the
neck part of the gown are made sufficiently large
to permit the wearer’s head to pass through free-
ly, and the short length seam at the back dis-
penses entirely with fastening means.

The purpose of the divided back-panel iz to
permit withdrawing the two parts from under a
patient and spreading same outward practically
at right angles and for folding over the .front
panel and up to the shoulders as may be neces~
sary. To facilitate this withdrawal and folding
and to avoid tearing the material or ripping of
the seam a wide-angled gusset piece is inserted
at the end of the back-panel seam and which in
the normal use of the gown is free to fold into
plaits.

The back-panel is completed before joining it
to the front-panel and the first operation is to
join the two parts by stitching the short seam
from the neck cut-outs to s point approximately
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on g line with the lower marginis of tha aim-
holes, and then the adjacent longitudinal mar-
gins are folded and stitched in a straight lihe to
provide the adjacent hemmed edges in alighment
with the short seam. The gusset piece is thea
applied at the end of the back-panel seam. This
piece is preferably of rectangular or such angular
shape and size that when folded into a2 trianguiar
shape will: have adjacent marging forming a-
right-angle and when inserted at ‘the eng of the
short seam the apex of the right-ansled sides of
the folded gusset will be on the panel seam. with
the hemmed edges of the panel ‘pieces between
the right-angled margins of the foldeq gusset.
In sewing the gusset in place the hemmed edges
of the back-panel are spread apart and held
between ‘the folds at an angle corresponding to
the angle of the gusset so that when the stitchs
ing is completed the gusset and panel margins
will be superimposed: Thus when the gown is
worn: the back-panel parts may he spread out
to a wide angle limited only by the ansle of the
gusset and without placing eny strain on the
back-panel seam. ‘

The invention is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in-whiech,

Figure 1 is a full length view of the back of
the gown showing the seam joining the parts of
the back-panel and the plaited reinforcing gus«
set.at the end of theseam.

Figure 2 is a view of the back of the gown
showing the gusset spresd -out. .

Tigure 3 is a longitudinal section on 3 larger
scale on the line 3-3 of Figure 2 showing ione
form of the gusset and seam reinforcement.

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 showinz
a modification of the gusset and seam reinforca-
ment.

Figures 5 and 6 are plan views illustrating, e«
spectively, the two forms of gusset and seatn reifi-
forcing pieces.

Figure 7 is an enlarBed ¢iross=$ectional
on‘the line -1 of Figure 2, and

Figure 8 is a view similar to Figure 7 showing
the back section and gusset reinforcement before
final stitching.

Referring to the drawings, 10 indicates the front
panel of the gown, {1 and 12 the back-panel
halves, and the three parts having cut-outs for
the neck and armholes. The panels are sewed
together by shoulder seams (3 and side seams
14, and the sleeves are sewed into the armholes
by seams 15. The back panel pieces are sewed
together by seam 16 which extends from the neck-
hole to.a point between the shoulder blades ap-
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proximately on a line with the lower margins of
the armholes. 'The neckhole is bound by a strip
or tape 17, a yoke for the neck and shoulders being
entirely dispensed with.

At the lower end of the seam 16 a wide angled
gusset 18, Figures 5 and 6, is inserted. The gusset
piece is of rectangular or other angular shape,
preferably hexagonal, having long sides i9 and
28 or like angles and two short parallel sides 2{,
and designed for folding on the line 22 with the
hemmed margins of the four sides (9§ and 20
superimposed with the apex 23 at the point in-
dicated in broken lines in Figure 5.

In the preferred form the gusset is provided
with a tongue 24, Figure 5, extending from the
sides 28 and of o length to cover the seam 16 as
seen in Figure 3. A modification of this arrange-
ment is shown in Figures 4 and 6 where a length
of tape 25 is employed instead of the tongue ex-~
tension 24, and the gusset piece is formed with an
apex 23’ so that when folded on the line 22 the
margins of the gusset will be completely super-
imposed.

The gusset piece is of a width to permit draw-
ing the back-panel parts Il and 12 from under
the wearer to an extent practically at right angles
as seen in Figure 2, and when the gown is in the
normal position on the wearer, the gusset is free
to fold into plaits 18’, as seen in Figure 1.

In the manufacture of the gown, the free mar-
gins of the material for the front and back panels
are hemmed as seen in Figure 1, and the side,
shoulder and sleeve seams are made in any ap-
proved manner. As indicated in Figure 5, the
gusset piece I8 including its tongue 24 has its
margins turned for a hem as indicated by the
broken lines 25. The seam {8 joining the back~
panel halves is preferably made by stitching 27 as
seen on an enlarged scale in Figures 7 and 8, and
then the margins of the panel parts 1! and (2
are turned for the hems 28 and secured by stitch-
ing 29. The gusset 18 with its tongue 24 is then
applied to the panel parts {I and {2 which are
held apart at approximately a right-angle as seen
in Figure 2 and secured as shown in Figures 3 and
7 by stitching 38 which extends along the broken
line 26 of Figure 5 so that when the panel parts
it and {2 are brought back into alignment as in
Figure 1, the gusset will fold into plaits 18’. When
employing the tape reinforcement 25 instead of
the gusset tongue 24, the tape may be attached
to the gusset as indicated in Pigure 6 and applied
over the back-panel seam (6 in the same manner
as the gusset and tongue of Figure 5. Or the
tape may be separately stitched to the back-panel
over the seam 16 and then the gusset piece may
be applied by folding on the line 22 to overlap the
panel parts It and 12 and tape 25 as seen in
Pigure 4 and stitched thereto by sewing along
the hem line 28’ of Figure 6.

From the foregoing description it will be ob-
served that the gusset piece 18 is not employed
merely to fill an angle or space between two
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panel parts in the usual manner, but is specially
shaped to form when folded for application, a
right-angled piece as seen in Figure 2, and which
when applied to the panel parts (I and 12 will
form a right angle 31 of the hemmed margins 32
and that when the panel parts are drawn into a
normal position as in Figure 1, the gusset will
fold into plaits 18’ which, when necessary, will
spread to permit the panel parts {1 and 12 to be
withdrawn and overlapped on the front panel as
shown in Figure 2.

What I claim is:

1. As a new article of manufacture, a slip-on
garment having a front-panel, a back-panel
divided from a point approximately in align-
ment with the lower margins of the armholes, a
wide-angled gusset piece inserted at the point of
division of said back-panel and adapted to fold
into plaits, said gusset piece having two of its
margins forming approximately a right-angle
with the vertex at said point of division, and the
adjacent margins of the back-panel and said
right-angled margins of the gusset piece being
superimposed and stitched together along the
superimposed margins.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a slip-on
garment having a front-panel, a back-panel
divided from a point approximately in alignment
with the lower margins of the armholes, an insert
at the point of division of the back-panel folded
to form approximately right-angled margins
with the vertex thereof at said point of division,
and the margins of the back-panel adjacent the
right-angled margins of the insert being laid
between the folds thereof and stitched together
along said margins, and said insert being adapted
to fold into plaits when the back-panel margins
are brought into alignment. .

3. As a new article of manufacture, a slip-on
garment having a one-piece front-panel, a two-
piece back-panel, said panels having neck and
armhole cut-outs, and said back-panel pieces
having a middle vertical seam extending from
the neck cut-out to a point approximately in
alignment with the lower margins of the arm-
hole cut-outs, an angular insert folded to present
right-angled margins with the vertex thereof at
the end of the back-panel seam, a strip extend-
ing from the insert piece over the length of said
seam, and the margins of the back-panel pieces
being laid between the right-angled margins of
the insert and stitched together along said
margins,

LILLIAN A. SPENGLER.
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