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My invention relates to self- mkmtr stamps,
and 1t is the object thereof to prov1de a self-

inking holder for hand stamps, particularly

of the class ordinarily known-as line band
numbering and dating stamps. Hand
stamps of this character have become -sub-
stantially standardized in design, and. are
commonly carried in stock by stationers and
dealers in stamps, the stamps being inked by

' pressing the same by hand upon a separate

ink-pad prior to use of the stamp for making
an impression. - Self<inking line band num-
bering and.dating stamps have also been pro-
duced, wherein the stamp and inking devices
are permanently associated, and the entire
device must be constructed, sold and used as
a unit, without possibility of .changing or
using a different stamp with the inking de-
vice. My invention provides a self-inking
holder in-which line band’ numbering and
dating hand stamps of standard deswn may
be inserted remov ably, so that such hand
stamps are convertible to self-inking stamps,
and so that the self-inking holder may be
used alternatively with different stamps.

In the accompanying drawings Fig. 1 is
a rear view of a structure embodymo my in-
vention, a portion of the figure being in verti-
cal longitudinal section, Flﬁ‘ 2is a side view
of the same, Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse
section on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1, Fig. 4 is a
front view of the self-inking stamp holder
only, Fig. 5 is a horizontal transverse section
on the line 5—5 of Fig. 4, Fig. 6 is a front
view of the detached handle o{ a hand stamp,
and Fig. 7-is a front view of a special stamp
frame for movable type, adapted for use Wlth
the self-inking holder.

In carrying “out my invention accordmcr ta
the illustrated embodiment thereof, T prov1de
a base-frame comprising a- bottor- plate 10,
having a central rectangular opening 11
therem, and having at the ends thereof ver-

tical standards comprising parallel flange-

portions 12 and central channel-shaped por-
tions 18 open at their inner sides to form ver-
tical rectangular guideways. Positioned
centrally in . said. guideways are vertical
guide-posts 14 of which the lower ends are
secured in the bottom-plate 10. In said base-

flame there is mounted a shde frame com-
prising an upper transversely arched plate
15 having a central opening, and having at
the ends thereof parallel vertically extending
leg portions 16 open at their outer sides and
fitting slidablyin the vertical guideways ot
the base-frame.. Within the channels of the
leg- portlons 16 mear the upper ends thereof
are-lugs 17 which straddle the guide-posts
14 and form -abutments. for the upper ends
of coil springs 18 disposed about said posts,
so that the upward pressure of said springs
holds the slide-frame normally in a raised
position relative to the base-frame. Parts of
the flanges 12 at one side of the base-frame
standards are extended to form lugs 19 in
which are supported the ends of a small
transverse shaft 20. Mounted pivotally upon
said shaft 20 is an ink-pad carrier, compris-
ing a rectangular box or
tended parallel end-plates 22 which are per-
forated te. receive the shaft; and between
which a spreader-tube 23 fits over the shaft.
The end-plates 22~ have gear-toothed seg-
mental portions: 24 which mesh operatively
with racks 25 carried on:the adjacent sides
of the-legs 16 of the slide-frame, whereby
vertical reciprocating movements of the
slide-frame cause rotative movements of the
carrier, alternating in direction, between the
extreme positions shown in Figs. 2 and 3.
A suitable ink-pad 26 is held by the box or
pan.21,said pad projecting slightly upward
from the pan when the latter is in the nor-
mal: horizontal position at which it is cen-
tered beneath the-slide-frame, as shown in
Fig. 2. On one of the standards 12 of the
base-frame is a pivoted latch or stop-piece 27
having an inturned end. which may be en-
gaged in a notch 28 in one of the legs of the
slide-frame; for holding the latter in the in-
termediate position shown in Fig. 4, at which
the ink-pad is displaced from beneath the
slide-frame.

The described "device, consisting of the
base-frame, slide-frame and ink-pad carrier,
forms a self- inking holder of receiving de-
tachably line band “number and dating hand
stamps of standard design, as shown in Figs.
1, 2 and 3, and comprising a substantlally
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rectangular frame formed by parallel side-
plates 30, a bottom cross-piece 81, and an
arched upper cross-piece 32, the latter being
provided centrally with a threaded stem 33
for receiving detachably a handle 84, there
being a shaft 85 extending between the up-
per portions of the side-plates 30 and carry-
ing the spools 36 over which the type-bands

37 ‘pass-and extend therefrom beneath the

bottem cross-piece 31.

For placing the stamp in the holder, the
slide-frame is first secured in intermediate
position by engaging the stop-piece 27 in the
notch 28, as shown in Fig. 4. The handle 84
of the stamp is then detached by unscrewing
the same from the stem 33, the frame of the
stamp is then inserted between the legs of the
slide-frame so that the threaded stem 33 ex-
tends through the central opening in the
arched top-plate 15 of said frame, and finally
the handle 34 is'screwed firmly onto the stem
33, whereby the arched cross-piece 32 of the
stamp-frame is drawn firmly against the
lower side of the member 15 of the slide-
frame:.and the stamp thereby held in fixed re-
lation to said slide-frame. The slide-frame is
then released by swinging aside the stop-
piece 27 to disengage the ‘end thereof from
the notch 28. When the slide-frame is re-
leased the springs 18 raise the same to the
normal position shown in Fig. 2, at which the
ink-pad is swung in beneath the stamp to en-
gage the type-faces of the bands 37 beneath
the bottom member 81 of the stamp-frame.
At this ‘position of the ink-pad the same
forme a stop to prevent further upward
movement of the slide-frame, since the en-
gagement between the racks 25 and the gear-
secrments 24 tends to lift the ink-pad “at a
rate greater than that of the upward travel of
the slide-frame and stamp, and the movement
of the pad is stopped by the slower-moving
stamp.

When the stamp and self-inking holder
have been assembled, as described, the stamp
is used in the same manner as ordlnary self-
inking stamps, the bottom-plate 10 being dis-
posed so that the surface to be stamped is
exposed through the central opening 11 in
said plate, and the handle 34 being then
pressed to move the slide-frame and stamp
down to the position shown in Fig. 8, at which
the inked type-faces are pressed upon the sur-
face, and the ink-pad is swung to the rear
position indicated in said Fig. 3

The self-inking holder may also be used
witha special stamp employing movabletype,
and constructed as shown in Figs. 6 and 7.
In said special stamp there is employed ‘a
frame similar to the frames of the Iine band
numbering and dating stamps, and compris-
ing parallel side-plates 30’, a bottom cross-
piece 31, and an arched upper cross-piece
32’ provided centrally with a stem 83’ detach-
ably engageable with the handle 34’. On the
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bottom cross-piece 81’ is secured a channel-
plate 40 in which the movable type-members
41 are held frictionally.

It will be noted from Fig. 1 that the space
between the legs 16 of the slide-frame is suf-
ficient to receive the stamp-frame without
contact of the latter with any part of the for-
mer except at the arched upper cross-piece
which, by fitting within the concave lower side

 of the member 15 of the slide-frame, is rigidly

retained therein without other attaching
means than is afforded by the stem 83 and
handle 34.  The stamp may thus be easily

_and quickly inserted in the holder, or re-

moved therefrom for replacement or repair.

By the use -of my improved holder, any
standard hand stamp of the class described
is convertible into a self-inking stamp, and
it is unnecessary for users or “dealers pro-
vided with my holders to carry separate
stocks - of - hand-stamps and self inking
stamps.

Now, having described my 1nvent10n what
T claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent is: -
1.. A holder for hand stamps, comprlslng a
base-frame having a bottom-plate and spaced
vertical standards channeled to form guide-
ways, a slide-frame having an upper-cross-
piece and spaced leg portions, the latter fit-
ting slidably in the guideways of the base-
frame; an ink-pad carrier connected pivotally
with the standards of the base-frame and
having toothed segments adjoining the leg
portions of the slide-frame, racks on:said le
portions meshing -operatively with sai
toothed segments, springs arranged in said
guideways and engaging portions of the slide-
frame to normally raise the same relative to
the base-frame, the upper cross-piece of the
slide-frame adapted for detachable connec-
tion between the handle and frame of a hand-
stamp whereby said stamp-frame is sup-
ported. solely from said cross-piece and de-
pends between said leg portions, and an ink-
pad mounted in said “carrier and swingable
therewith to engage the type-faces of the
stamp, the engagement of said ink-pad with
said type- faces serving to limit upward move-
ment of the slide-frame.

2. A self-inking holder for hand stamps,
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comprising a base frame having spf\ced ver- -

tical standards channeled to form guideways,
a slide-frame having spaced leg portions
which fit slidably in said guideways of the
base-frame and having a cross-piece connect-
g the upper ends of said leg portions, resi-
lient means for Lifting said slide- frame rela-
tive to said base- frame a carrier connected
pivotally with the. standards of the base-
frame on an-axis spaced laterally from the
slide-frame, means directly connecting said
carrier and the slide-frame and adapted to
swing said carrier beneath said frame as the
latter is raised, -the cross-piece of the slide-
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frame having means for detachably connect-
ing the same with a hand-stamp whereby the
latter is supported solely therefrom and de-
pends between said leg portions, and an ink-
pad mounted on said carrier and adapted
to engage the stamp as the carrier swings
beneath the slide-frame, said carrier adapted
to swing laterally from beneath the slide-
frame as the latter is moved downwardly in
the base-frame.

EDWARD J. McARDLE.



