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1
WIND TURBINE BLADE AND WIND
TURBINE POWER GENERATING
APPARATUS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application is a National Phase of Interna-
tional Application Number PCT/EP2017/059942 filed Apr.
26, 2017.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a wind turbine blade and
a wind turbine power generating apparatus.

BACKGROUND ART

Typically, a wind turbine blade is provided with a light-
ning protection facility for reducing damage to a blade body
from lightning strikes. For instance, Patent Document 1
discloses a wind turbine blade including a metal receptor
(lightning receiving portion) on a blade tip.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature
Patent Document 1: EP2226497A
SUMMARY
Problems to be Solved

A wind turbine blade gets hit by foreign substances in the
air (e.g. raindrops, dusts) when a rotor rotates, and the
collision results in occurrence of erosion on a leading-edge
side of the wind turbine blade. In particular, if a foreign
substance hits a joint portion between a blade body portion
and a receptor, cracks may develop on the blade body
portion starting from the leading-edge side of the joint
portion.

An object of at least some embodiments of the present
invention is to suppress erosion damage to a wind turbine
blade.

Solution to the Problems

(1) A wind turbine blade according to at least one embodi-
ment of the present invention comprises: a metal receptor
including a blade tip of the wind turbine blade; and a blade
body portion connected to the metal receptor so as to be
positioned on a blade-root side of the metal receptor, the
blade body portion having a hollow structure and forming an
airfoil shape in a blade tip region of the wind turbine blade
with the metal receptor in a joint region to the metal receptor.
As seen in a blade-thickness direction of the wind turbine
blade, a tangent to a joint line between the metal receptor
and the blade body portion at an intersection between the
joint line and a leading edge of the wind turbine blade is
inclined from a chordwise direction of the wind turbine
blade.

With the above configuration (1), the joint surface
between the metal receptor and the blade body portion
having a hollow structure is inclined from the chordwise
direction, and thereby the collision angle formed by a
foreign substance (e.g. raindrops, dusts) with the leading
edge of the wind turbine blade is not the same as the tangent
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direction of the joint surface. Accordingly, it is possible to
mitigate concentration of shock on the joint portion when a
foreign substance hits the wind turbine blade, and thereby to
suppress erosion on the joint surface and erosion damage to
the wind turbine blade.

It is especially effective to suppress erosion on the joint
surface between the metal receptor and the blade body
portion in a case where the blade body portion has a “hollow
structure”. That is, in a case where the blade body portion
has a hollow structure, development of erosion on the joint
surface between the metal receptor and the blade body
portion may bring about formation of a communication path
that connects inside and outside of the wind turbine blade,
which may let through foreign substances into the inside
(hollow section) of the blade body portion. In this context,
it is technically beneficial to be able to suppress erosion on
the joint surface as described above.

In the present specification, “blade-thickness direction”
refers to a direction perpendicular to both of the blade
spanwise direction and the chordwise direction of the wind
turbine blade.

(2) In some embodiments, in the above configuration (1),
as seen in the blade-thickness direction of the wind turbine
blade, the joint line may be curved or bended so that an
intersection between the joint line and a trailing edge of the
wind turbine blade is positioned closer to the blade tip than
an intersection between the tangent and the trailing edge of
the wind turbine blade.

With the above configuration (2), the joint line between
the metal receptor and the blade body portion having a
hollow structure may have a non-linear shape from the
leading edge to the trailing edge in a range where the
intersection between the joint line and the trailing edge of
the wind turbine blade is closer to the blade tip than the
intersection between the tangent and the trailing edge of the
wind turbine blade. Accordingly, it is possible to improve
the design flexibility of the shape of the joint portion
between the metal receptor and the blade body portion, and
thereby it is possible to select a shape for the metal receptor
from among a variety of shapes to reduce erosion damage to
the wind turbine blade more appropriately.

(3) In some embodiments, in the above configuration (1)
or (2), the tangent may be inclined from the chordwise
direction so as to get closer to the blade tip with distance
from the leading edge toward the trailing edge of the wind
turbine blade.

With this configuration (3), the metal receptor is disposed
on the leading-edge side of the joint line, and thereby it is
possible to protect the joint surface from collision with a
foreign substance associated with rotation of the wind
turbine blade, and to suppress erosion on the joint line
effectively.

(4) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (3), a length of the metal receptor along
a blade spanwise direction may be at least 0.1% and not
more than 0.9% of a blade length of the wind turbine blade,
or at least 50 mm and not more than 700 mm.

With the above configuration (4), the length of the metal
receptor is at least 0.1% of the blade length, or at least 50
mm, and thus the metal receptor can exert a high lightning-
protection performance. Furthermore, with the length of the
metal receptor being at most 0.9% of the blade length, or at
most 700 mm, it is possible to suppress a weight increase of
the wind turbine blade associated with a size increase of the
metal receptor.

(5) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (4), a width of the metal receptor along
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the chordwise direction may be at least 0.25% and not more
than 0.9% of a blade length of the wind turbine blade, or at
least 200 mm and not more than 700 mm.

With the above configuration (5), the width of the metal
receptor is at least 0.25% of the blade length, or at least 200
mm, and thus the metal receptor can exert a high lightning-
protection performance. Furthermore, with the width of the
metal receptor being at most 0.9% of the blade length, or at
most 700 mm, it is possible to suppress a weight increase of
the wind turbine blade associated with a size increase of the
metal receptor.

(6) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (5), the joint line may have a curved
shape with a curvature radius of not more than 0.009 L,
provided that L is a blade length of the wind turbine blade.

With the above configuration (6), the joint line has a
curved shape, which makes it possible to ensure a sufficient
inclination angle between the chordwise direction and the
tangent to the joint line at the intersection between the
leading edge and the joint line while suppressing concen-
tration of the weight of the metal receptor toward the leading
edge or toward the trailing edge, thus suppressing erosion at
the joint line effectively.

(7) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (6), the wind turbine blade may further
comprise a first anti-erosion layer covering at least a part of
an outer surface of the blade body portion.

With the above configuration (7), the first anti-erosion
layer is provided to cover at least a part of the outer surface
of the blade body portion, and thereby it is possible to
suppress erosion damage to the wind turbine blade more
effectively.

(8) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (7), the wind turbine blade may further
comprise a second anti-erosion layer covering at least a
portion of the joint line between the metal receptor and the
blade body portion, the portion being disposed on a side of
the leading edge.

With the above configuration (8), the second anti-erosion
layer is additionally provided, and thereby it is possible to
cover the leading-edge side portion of the joint line between
the metal receptor and the blade body portion. Accordingly,
it is possible to suppress erosion on the joint surface even
more effectively.

(9) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (8), the wind turbine blade may further
comprise a lightning-current transmission part including at
least one of: a metal foil which is connected to the metal
receptor and which extends from a connection section to the
metal receptor toward a blade root of the wind turbine blade;
or a down-conductor.

With the above configuration (9), the wind turbine blade
further includes the lightning-current transmission part
including at least one of the metal foil or the down-
conductor, and thereby it is possible to exert the lightning-
protection performance more reliably while achieving the
effect to suppress erosion damage to the wind turbine blade
described in the above (1).

(10) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (9), the blade body portion may include
an FRP shell which is connected to the metal receptor while
overlapping the metal receptor.

With the above configuration (10), it is possible to achieve
the effect to suppress erosion damage to the wind turbine
blade described in the above (1), at the connection section
between the metal receptor and the FRP shell having a
hollow structure and being formed of FRP.
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(11) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (9), the metal receptor may have a
cavity inside the metal receptor.

With the above configuration (11), the metal receptor has
the cavity formed therein, and thereby it is possible to
suppress a weight increase of the metal receptor while
suppressing erosion on the joint line.

(12) In some embodiments, in the above configuration
(11), the metal receptor may include a drain hole which is in
communication with the cavity.

With this configuration (12), the metal receptor has the
drain hole communicating with the cavity formed inside the
metal receptor, and thereby it is possible to discharge foreign
substances like raindrops that accumulate inside the cavity
to outside through the drain hole, and to suppress erosion
damage to the wind turbine blade.

(13) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (11), the metal receptor may include: a
first portion forming a pressure surface on a side of the blade
tip of the wind turbine blade; and a second portion forming
a suction surface on the side of the blade tip of the wind
turbine blade, the second portion being fastened to the first
portion.

With the above configuration (13), the metal receptor
includes the first portion forming the pressure surface on the
side of the blade tip and the second portion forming the
suction surface on the side of the blade tip, and thereby it is
possible to facilitate assembly and maintenance works of the
blade body portion while achieving the effect to suppress
erosion damage to the wind turbine blade described in the
above (1).

(14) In some embodiments, in any one of the above
configurations (1) to (13), the metal receptor may comprise
copper or copper alloy.

With the above configuration (14), the metal receptor
includes copper or copper alloy having a high conductivity,
and thereby it is possible to exert the lightning-protection
performance more reliably while achieving the effect to
suppress erosion damage to the wind turbine blade described
in the above (1).

(15) A wind turbine power generating apparatus according
to at least some embodiments of the present invention may
comprise the wind turbine blade according to any one of the
above (1) to (14).

With the above configuration (15), it is possible to provide
a wind turbine power generating apparatus including a wind
turbine blade whereby it is possible to suppress erosion at
the joint surface effectively.

Advantageous Effects

According to at least one embodiment of the present
invention, it is possible to suppress erosion damage to a
wind turbine blade.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a configuration example of a wind
turbine power generating apparatus.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a wind turbine blade
according to an embodiment.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are cross-sectional views taken along
lines A-A and B-B in FIG. 2, respectively.

FIG. 4 is a planar view of a tip side of a wind turbine blade
according to an embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a diagram of a blade tip portion of a wind turbine
blade according to an embodiment.
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FIG. 6 is a diagram of a blade tip portion of a wind turbine
blade according to another embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a diagram of a blade tip portion of a wind turbine
blade according to another embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a diagram of a blade tip portion of a wind turbine
blade according to another embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a diagram of a blade tip portion of a wind turbine
blade according to another embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a diagram of a blade tip portion of a wind
turbine blade according to another embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a planar view of an anti-erosion layer in some
embodiments.

FIG. 12 is a diagram of another configuration example of
a wind turbine power generating apparatus.

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view of a tip side of a wind
turbine blade according to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present invention will now be
described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings. It is intended, however, that unless particularly
specified, dimensions, materials, shapes, relative positions
and the like of components described in the embodiments
shall be interpreted as illustrative only and not intended to
limit the scope of the present invention.

For instance, an expression of relative or absolute
arrangement such as “in a direction”, “along a direction”,
“parallel”, “orthogonal”, “centered”, “concentric” and
“coaxial” shall not be construed as indicating only the
arrangement in a strict literal sense, but also includes a state
where the arrangement is relatively displaced by a tolerance,
or by an angle or a distance whereby it is possible to achieve
the same function.

For instance, an expression of an equal state such as
“same” “equal” and “uniform” shall not be construed as
indicating only the state in which the feature is strictly equal,
but also includes a state in which there is a tolerance or a
difference that can still achieve the same function.

Further, for instance, an expression of a shape such as a
rectangular shape or a cylindrical shape shall not be con-
strued as only the geometrically strict shape, but also
includes a shape with unevenness or chamfered corners
within the range in which the same effect can be achieved.

On the other hand, an expression such as “comprise”,
“include”, “have”, “contain” and “constitute” are not
intended to be exclusive of other components.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a configuration example
of a wind turbine power generating apparatus according to
an embodiment. FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a wind
turbine blade according to an embodiment. FIGS. 3A and 3B
are cross-sectional views taken along lines A-A and B-B in
FIG. 2, respectively. FIG. 4 is a planar view of a tip side of
a wind turbine blade according to an embodiment.

As depicted in FIG. 1, according to at least one embodi-
ment of the present invention, the wind turbine power
generating apparatus (hereinafter, referred to as wind tur-
bine) 1 includes at least one wind turbine blade 2, a hub 3
to which the wind turbine blade 2 is mounted, a nacelle 4
supporting a rotor including the wind turbine blade 2 and the
hub 3, and a tower 5 which supports the nacelle 4 revolvably.
Rotation of the rotor is inputted into a non-depicted genera-
tor, and the generator thereby generates electric power.

The tower 5 is disposed on ocean if the wind turbine
power generating apparatus is an offshore type, and on a
foundation on land if the wind turbine power generating
apparatus is an onshore type.
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As depicted in FIG. 2, the wind turbine blade 2 according
to an embodiment includes a blade body portion 20 extend-
ing from a blade root portion 2A toward a blade tip portion
2B, and a metal receptor 50 including the blade tip portion
2B of the wind turbine blade 2.

As depicted in FIG. 2, the blade body portion 20 includes
the blade root portion 2A to be attached to the hub 3 of the
wind turbine 1, the blade tip portion 2B positioned farthest
from the hub 3, and an airfoil portion 2C (blade center
portion) extending between the blade root portion 2A and
the blade tip portion 2B in the blade spanwise direction.
Further, the blade body portion 20 has a leading edge 21 and
a trailing edge 23 extending from the blade root portion 2A
to the blade tip portion 2B. The contour of the blade body
portion 20 is defined by a suction surface 25 and a pressure
surface 27 defined across the leading edge 21 and the trailing
edge 23 (see FIGS. 2 and 3).

In the present specification, “blade spanwise direction”
refers to a direction connecting the blade root portion 2A and
the blade tip portion 2B, and “chordwise direction (blade
chordwise direction)” refers to a direction along a line
(chord) connecting the leading edge 21 and the trailing edge
23 of the blade body portion 20. Further, “blade-thickness
direction (flap direction)” refers to a direction substantially
orthogonal to the chordwise direction connecting the leading
edge 21 and the trailing edge 23, that is, a direction con-
necting the suction side and the pressure side of the blade
body portion 20. (see FIGS. 2 and 3). Furthermore, “blade
root portion” refers to a cylindrical portion of the wind
turbine blade 2, which has a substantially circular cross
section, extending in the blade spanwise directional range of
5 m, for instance, from the end surface on the side of the
blade root portion 2A of the blade body portion 20 of the
wind turbine blade 2 (typically, the range of 1 m to 3 m from
the end surface).

In some embodiments, the blade body portion 20 is at
least partially made of fiber-reinforced plastic (FRP). In
some embodiments, as depicted in FIGS. 3 and 4, the wind
turbine blade 2 may include a metal foil 32 extending along
the blade spanwise direction toward the blade root portion
2 A from a joint portion 10 between the metal receptor 50 and
an end portion of the blade body portion 20. The metal foil
32 may be configured to guide lightning current from the
metal receptor 50 toward the blade root portion 2A and may
have a function of a down-conductor. In an embodiment, the
metal foil 32 is electrically connected to another down-
conductor passing through the blade root portion 2A, the hub
3, the nacelle 4, and the tower 5. When the metal receptor 50
receives lightning, the metal foil 32 may guide lightning
current from the metal receptor 50 to an earth terminal
mounted to the tower 5, via the other down-conductor.

As depicted in FIG. 2, in some embodiments, the blade
body portion 20 is connected to the metal receptor 50 while
being positioned on a side of the metal receptor 50 that is
closer to the blade root portion 2A. In some embodiments,
the blade body portion 20 has a hollow structure that forms
an airfoil shape in the blade-tip region of the wind turbine
blade 2, together with the metal receptor 50, in the joint
region between the blade body portion 20 and the metal
receptor 50.

Specifically, as shown in FIG. 3A, at the blade root
portion 2A in an embodiment, the wind turbine blade 2
comprises an inner blade-root reinforcement member 22, an
airfoil forming member 24 with sparcaps 26, an insulation
layer 28, an outer blade-root reinforcement member 30, the
metal foil 32, and a protection layer 34, arranged in this
order from inside to outside in the thickness direction.
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Furthermore, in an embodiment, as shown in FIG. 3B, at the
airfoil portion 2C, the wind turbine blade 2 comprises the
airfoil forming member 24 with the sparcaps 26, the insu-
lation layer 28, the metal foil 32, and the protection layer 34,
arranged in this order from inside to outside in the thickness
direction.

In FIGS. 3A and 3B, the thickness and size of each
member is depicted differently from the actual measurement
of a wind turbine blade to simplify the explanation.

In some embodiments, the blade body portion 20 may be
configured such that the suction surface 25 and the pressure
surface 27 are joined to each other to form a single piece
along the edge portion of each of the leading edge 21 and the
trailing edge 23, as depicted in FIGS. 2, 3A and 3B. In some
embodiments, in the wind turbine blade 2, the suction
surface 25 and the pressure surface 27 may be coupled to
each other via at least one shear web 36 (beam member) in
the blade spanwise direction at respective inner surface
sides. The shear web 36 may be disposed continuously from
the blade root portion 2A to the vicinity of the end portion
of the blade body portion 20. With the shear web 36
provided also on the tip side of the blade body portion 20,
it is possible to support the loads increased by the metal
receptor 50 with the shear web 36. The end portion of the
blade body portion 20 is an end portion of the blade body
portion 20 on the side of the blade tip portion 2B, having the
metal receptor 50 connected thereto.

In some embodiments, the insulation layer 28 is inter-
posed between the sparcaps 26 and the metal foil 32, and the
insulation layer 28 insulates the sparcaps 26 from the metal
foil 32. Accordingly, when the metal receptor 50 receives
lightning, it is possible to prevent a strong lightning current
from running to the sparcaps 26 from the metal foil 32 to
damage the sparcaps 26.

As described above, the metal foil 32 extends along the
blade spanwise direction toward the blade root portion 2A
from the joint portion 10 between the metal receptor 50 and
the end portion of the blade body portion 20. For instance,
the metal foil 32 may have a sheet shape or a mesh shape,
and may be made of copper or copper alloy.

As depicted in FIGS. 4 to 11, in some embodiments, when
the wind turbine blade 2 is seen in the blade-thickness
direction, the tangent 72 to a joint line 70 between the metal
receptor 50 and the blade body portion 20 at an intersection
P between the joint line 70 and a side of the leading edge 21
of the wind turbine blade 2 is inclined from the chordwise
direction of the wind turbine blade 2 (inclination angle 0).

With the above configuration, the joint surface between
the metal receptor 50 and the blade body portion 20 having
a hollow structure is inclined from the chordwise direction,
and thereby the collision angle of a foreign substance F (e.g.
raindrops, dusts) formed with the leading edge 21 of the
wind turbine blade 2 is not the same as the tangent direction
of the joint surface. Accordingly, it is possible to mitigate
concentration of shock on the joint portion upon collision of
a foreign substance with the wind turbine blade 2, and
thereby to suppress erosion on the joint surface and erosion
damage to the wind turbine blade 2. It is possible to avoid
perpendicular collision between the foreign substance F in
the air and the leading edge 21 of the joint line 70 of the
wind turbine blade 2, and thereby it is possible to mitigate
concentration of shock on the joint portion 10 upon collision
of the foreign substance F with the wind turbine blade 2, and
to reduce erosion damage to the wind turbine blade 2.

Suppressing erosion as described above on the joint
surface between the metal receptor 50 and the blade body
portion 20 is effective particularly in a case where the blade
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body portion 20 has a “hollow structure” as in some embodi-
ments. That is, in a case where the blade body portion 20 has
a hollow structure, development of erosion on the joint
surface between the metal receptor 50 and the blade body
portion 20 may lead to formation of a communication path
that connects inside and outside of the wind turbine blade 2,
which may let through foreign substances into the inside
(hollow section) of the blade body portion 20, and thus it is
technically beneficial to be able to suppress erosion on the
joint surface as described above.

In some embodiments, for instance, as depicted in FIG. 5,
the joint line 70 may have a linear shape so that intersection
Q between the joint line 70 and the trailing edge 23 of the
wind turbine blade 2 is at the same position as intersection
R between the tangent 72 and the trailing edge 23 of the
wind turbine blade 2, when seen in the blade-thickness
direction of the wind turbine blade 2. In some embodiments,
for instance, as depicted in FIG. 6, the joint line 70 may have
a curved shape so that intersection Q between the joint line
70 and the trailing edge 23 of the wind turbine blade 2 is
positioned closer to the blade tip 2B than intersection R
between the tangent 72 and the trailing edge 23 of the wind
turbine blade 2, when seen in the blade-thickness direction
of the wind turbine blade 2. Furthermore, in some embodi-
ments, for instance, as depicted in FIG. 7, the joint line 70
may have a bended shape so that intersection Q between the
joint line 70 and the trailing edge 23 of the wind turbine
blade 2 is positioned closer to the blade tip 2B than inter-
section R between the tangent 72 and the trailing edge 23 of
the wind turbine blade 2.

With the above configuration, the joint line 70 between
the metal receptor 50 and the blade body portion 20 having
a hollow structure may have a non-linear shape from the
leading edge 21 to the trailing edge 23 within a range where
intersection Q between the joint line 70 and the trailing edge
23 of the wind turbine blade 2 is closer to the blade tip
portion 2B than intersection R between the tangent 72 and
the trailing edge 23 of the wind turbine blade 2. Accordingly,
it is possible to improve the design flexibility of the shape of
the joint portion 10 between the metal receptor 50 and the
blade body portion 20, and thereby it is possible to select a
shape for the metal receptor 50 from among a variety of
shapes to reduce erosion damage to the wind turbine blade
2 more suitably with the receptor 50.

In the exemplary embodiment depicted in FIGS. 5 to 7,
any one of intersection P between the joint line 70 and the
leading edge 21 or intersection Q between the joint line 70
and the trailing edge 23 may be positioned closer to the
blade tip portion 2B. In other words, intersection P may be
disposed closer to the blade tip portion 2B than intersection
Q, or intersection Q may be disposed closer to the blade tip
portion 2B than intersection P. Further, intersection R
between the tangent 72 and the trailing edge 23 may be
disposed closer to the blade root portion 2A than a chord
passing through intersection P, or may be closer to the tip
portion 2B than the chord.

In some embodiments, as depicted in FIG. 4, 9, or 10, the
tangent 72 may be inclined from the chordwise direction so
that the tangent 72 extends closer to the blade tip portion 2B
with distance from the leading edge 21 toward the trailing
edge 23 of the wind turbine blade 2. With this configuration,
it is the metal receptor 50 that is disposed on the side of the
leading edge 21 of the joint line 70, and thus it is possible
to effectively suppress erosion on the joint line 70.

In some embodiments, the length [.1 of the metal receptor
50 along the blade spanwise direction may be at least 0.1%
and not more than 0.9% of the blade length L of the wind
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turbine blade 2 (0.001 L<I.1<0.009 L), or maybe at least 50
mm and not more than 700 mm (50 mm=[.1<700 mm) (see
FIGS. 2 and 4). Accordingly, with the length of the metal
receptor 50 being at least 0.1% of the blade length, or at least
50 mm, the metal receptor 50 can exert a high lightning-
protection performance. Furthermore, with the length of the
metal receptor 50 being not more than 0.9% of the blade
length, or not more than 700 mm, it is possible to suppress
a weight increase of the wind turbine blade 2 associated with
a size increase of the metal receptor 50.

In some embodiments, the width W1 of the metal receptor
50 along the chordwise direction may be at least 0.25% and
not more than 0.9% of the blade length L. of the wind turbine
blade 2 (0.0025 L=W1=<0.009 L), or maybe at least 200 mm
and not more than 700 mm (200 mm=[.1<700 mm) (see
FIGS. 2 and 4). Accordingly, with the width of the metal
receptor 50 being at least 0.25% of the blade length, or at
least 200 mm, the metal receptor 50 can exert a high
lightning-protection performance. Furthermore, with the
width of the metal receptor 50 being not more than 0.9% of
the blade length or not more than 700 mm, it is possible to
suppress a weight increase of the wind turbine blade 2
associated with a size increase of the metal receptor 50.

In some embodiments, the joint line 70 may have a curved
shape having a curvature radius R1 of not more than 0.009
L (R1=0.009 L), provided that L is the blade length of the
wind turbine blade 2 (see FIGS. 2, 8, and 9). With this
configuration, the joint line 70 has a curved shape, which
makes it possible to suppress weight concentration of the
metal receptor 50 toward the leading edge 21 or toward the
trailing edge 23, and to ensure a sufficient inclination angle
between the chordwise direction and the tangent 72 to the
joint line 70 at intersection P between the leading edge 21
and the joint line 70, thus suppressing erosion at the joint
line 70 effectively.

As depicted in FIG. 11, in some embodiments, the wind
turbine blade 2 may further include a first anti-erosion layer
80 that covers at least a part of the outer surface of the blade
body portion 20.

In some embodiments, the first anti-erosion layer 80 is a
protection material having an anti-wear (anti-erosion) prop-
erty, and may be embodied as a tape, paint, coating, or the
like. The first anti-erosion layer 80 is applied or attached to
the surface of the blade body portion 20 to protect the blade
body portion 20 from collision with the foreign substance F
in the air. In some embodiments, the first anti-erosion layer
80 may be a polyurethane coating material (e.g. 3M Wind
Blade Protection Coating W4600 of 3M (trademark), a
polyurethane coating material of BASF), or a tape with such
a polyurethane coating material applied thereto.

With this configuration, the first anti-erosion layer 80 is
further provided to cover at least a part of the outer surface
of the blade body portion 20, and thereby it is possible to
reduce erosion damage to the wind turbine blade 2 more
effectively.

As depicted in FIG. 11, in some embodiments, the wind
turbine blade 2 may further include a second anti-erosion
layer 82 that covers at least a portion of the joint line 70
between the metal receptor 50 and the blade body portion
20, the portion being disposed on the side of the leading edge
21. With the second anti-erosion layer 82 additionally pro-
vided, it is possible to cover the portion of the joint line 70
between the metal receptor 50 and the blade body portion 20
on the side of the leading edge 21. Accordingly, it is possible
to suppress erosion on the joint line 70 even more effec-
tively.
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As depicted in FIG. 12, in some embodiments, the wind
turbine blade 2 may further include a lightning-current
transmission part 90 which includes at least one of: the metal
foil 32 connected to the metal receptor 50 and extending
from the connecting section to the metal receptor 50 toward
the blade root portion 2A of the wind turbine blade 2; or a
down-conductor 8. With this configuration, the lightning-
current transmission part 90 including at least one of the
metal foil 32 or the down-conductor 8 is provided, and
thereby it is possible to exert the lightning-protection per-
formance more reliably while achieving the above described
effect to suppress erosion damage to the wind turbine blade
2.

A configuration example of the metal receptor 50 will
now be described with reference to FIG. 13. FIG. 13 is a
cross-sectional view of a tip side of a wind turbine blade
according to an embodiment.

First recessed portions MA, MB, and second recessed
portions 56 A, 56B are formed on an outer surface of the end
portion of the metal receptor 50. The first recessed portions
MA, MB and the second recessed portions 56A, 56B are
disposed adjacent to each other in the blade-spanwise direc-
tion via steps 55A, 55B, respectively. The first recessed
portions MA, MB are disposed closer to the blade root
portion 2A, and the second recessed portions 56A, 56B are
disposed closer to the blade tip portion 2B. The first recessed
portions MA, MB are formed to be shallower than the
second recessed portions 56A, 56B. Further, bolt holes
57A1, 57B1 are formed on the first recessed portions, and
bolt holes 57A2, 57B2 are formed on the second recessed
portions. While the first recessed portions 54A, 54B are
disposed adjacent to the second recessed portions 56 A, 56B
in the blade spanwise direction in the present configuration,
the configuration of the recessed portions is not limited to
this. For instance, the first recessed portions 54 A, 54B, and
the second recessed portions 56A, 56B may be disposed
adjacently in the blade width direction.

In some embodiments, the metal receptor 50 may be
formed of copper or copper alloy. Accordingly, with the
metal receptor 50 including copper or copper alloy having a
high conductivity, it is possible to exert the lightning-
protection performance more reliably while achieving the
above described effect to suppress erosion damage to the
wind turbine blade 2.

In some embodiments, the blade body portion 20 may
include a FRP shell 29 connected to the metal receptor 50 in
a state of overlapping the metal receptor 50. For instance, as
depicted in FIG. 13, at the joint portion 10 between the blade
body portion 20 and the metal receptor 50, a fiber-reinforced
plastic 24A (FRP) is fastened to the metal receptor 50 in a
state where the fiber-reinforced plastic 24A and the metal
receptor 50 are at least overlapping, and an end portion of
the metal foil 32 is electrically connected to the metal
receptor 50. Further, as depicted in FIG. 13, the metal foil 32
is interposed between a first metal plate 40 and a second
metal plate 42 at the joint portion 10. The first metal plate 40
and the second metal plate 42 may extend from the joint
portion 10 to a midway position of the blade body portion
20.

Furthermore, the first recessed portions 54A, 54B are
engaged with the fiber-reinforced plastic 24 A that forms the
end portion of the blade body portion 20, the second metal
plate 42, the metal foil 32 and the first metal plate 40, which
are fastened together with bolts 46 screwed into the bolt
holes 57A1, 57A2. Accordingly, the blade body portion 20
and the metal receptor 50 are connected. Since the fiber-
reinforced plastic 24 A and the metal receptor 50 are fastened
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to each other in a state of at least overlapping with each
other, it is possible to achieve a greater contact area between
the fiber-reinforced plastic 24A and the metal receptor 50 at
the joint portion 10, which makes it possible to maintain a
high connection strength that can bear the bending moment
of the wind turbine blade 2 generated by wind loads that the
wind turbine blade 2 receives, for instance. Furthermore, the
first recessed portions 54A, 54B and the fiber-reinforced
plastic 24A make surface-contact with each other, which
makes it possible to ensure a high connection strength
between the blade body portion 20 and the metal receptor
50.

Furthermore, the second recessed portions 56A, 56B are
engaged with the second metal plate 42, the metal foil 32 and
the first metal plate 40, which are fastened together with
bolts 48 screwed into the bolt holes 57A2, 57B2. Accord-
ingly, the metal foil 32 is connected to the metal receptor 50
via the second metal plate 42. Thus, the metal foil 32 and the
metal receptor 50 that function as a down-conductor are
electrically connected. Since the metal foil 32 is fastened
while being overlapped with the metal receptor 50 via the
second metal plate 42, the metal foil 32 and the metal foil 50
make electrical connect with each other via a larger electri-
cal-connection area, and thereby it is possible to let lightning
current received by the metal receptor 50 flow smoothly to
the metal foil 32. Furthermore, the second recessed portions
56A, 56B and the second metal plate 42 make surface-
contact with each other, which makes it possible to ensure
electrical connection between the metal foil 32 and the metal
receptor 50 via the second metal plate 42. With the above
configuration, it is possible to achieve the effect to suppress
erosion damage to the wind turbine blade 2, mentioned in
the above described embodiments, at the connection section
between the metal receptor 50 and the FRP shell 29 of a
hollow structure that is formed by the fiber-reinforced plas-
tic 24A.

As depicted in FIG. 13, in some embodiments, the metal
receptor 50 may include: a first portion 52A that forms the
pressure surface 27 on the side of the blade tip portion 2B
of the wind turbine blade 2; and a second portion 52B that
forms the suction surface 25 on the side of the blade tip
portion 2B of the wind turbine blade 2, the second portion
52B being fastened to the first portion 52A. In an embodi-
ment, the first portion 52A of the metal receptor 50 may have
a substantially symmetric shape with the second portion
52B. The first portion 52A has a butting surface 53 A meeting
a butting surface 53B of the second portion 52B, and is
fastened to the second portion 52B. A plurality of bolt holes
(not depicted) is formed on the butting surface 53 A of the
first portion 52A, and a plurality of bolt holes (not depicted)
is formed on the butting surface 53B of the second portion
52B in positions corresponding to those of the bolt holes on
the butting surface 53A. Accordingly, the first portion 52A
and the second portion 52B are bolt-fastened while the
butting surfaces 53A, 53B are meeting each other. With the
metal receptor 50 having a halved shape as described above,
it is possible to attach the metal plates 40, 42 and the metal
foil 32, for instance, to the metal receptor 50 readily. With
this configuration, the metal receptor 50 includes the first
portion 52A forming the pressure surface 27 on the side of
the blade tip portion 2B and the second portion 52B forming
the suction surface 25 on the side of the blade tip portion 2B,
and thereby it is possible to facilitate assembly and main-
tenance works for the blade body portion 20 while achieving
the effect to suppress erosion damage to the wind turbine
blade 2 as described in the above embodiments.
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As depicted in FIG. 13, in some embodiments, the metal
receptor 50 may have a cavity 51 formed therein. With the
above configuration, the metal receptor 50 has the cavity 51
formed therein, and thereby it is possible to suppress a
weight increase of the metal receptor 50 while suppressing
erosion on the joint line 70.

As depicted in FIG. 13 for instance, in some embodi-
ments, the metal receptor 50 may have a cavity 51 formed
therein and a drain hole 59 communicating with the cavity
51. With this configuration, the metal receptor 50 has the
drain hole 59 communicating with the cavity 51 formed
inside the metal receptor 50, and thereby it is possible to
discharge a foreign substance F like a raindrop that accu-
mulates inside the cavity 51 to outside through the drain hole
59, and thus to suppress erosion damage to the wind turbine
blade 2 effectively.

As depicted in FIG. 13, for instance, the second portion
52B has a cavity (recessed portion) 51 that forms an empty
section inside the metal receptor 50 in combination with the
recessed portion of the first portion 52A, when assembled
with the first portion 52A. Further, a drain hole 59 may be
provided to be in communication with the cavity 51. The
drain 59 is disposed on the tip of the metal receptor 50. If the
cavity 51 is divided into a plurality of cavities by the butting
surface 53B, grooves may be formed on the butting surface
53B so that the plurality of cavities 51 communicate with
each other.

With this configuration, the foreign substance F like a
raindrop gathered inside the metal receptor 50 can be
smoothly discharged outside through the drain hole 59 from
the empty sections formed by the cavities 51.

Further, the first portion 52A may have the same configu-
ration as the second portion 52B.

As described above, according to the above described
embodiments, it is possible to provide the wind turbine 1
having the wind turbine blade 2 whereby it is possible to
suppress erosion on the joint line 70 effectively.

Embodiments of the present invention were described in
detail above, but the present invention is not limited thereto,
and various amendments and modifications may be imple-
mented.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 Wind turbine (wind turbine power generating apparatus)
2 Wind turbine blade

2A Blade root portion

2B Blade tip portion

2C Airfoil portion

3 Hub

4 Nacelle

5 Tower

8 Down-conductor

10 Joint portion

20 Blade body portion

21 Leading edge

22 Inner blade-root reinforcement member
23 Trailing edge

24 Airfoil forming member

24A Fiber-reinforced plastic

25 Suction surface

26 Sparcap

27 Pressure surface

28 Insulation layer

29 FRP shell

30 Outer blade-root reinforcement member
32 Metal foil
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34 Protection layer
36 Shear web
40 First metal plate
42 Second metal plate
46, 48 Bolt
50 Metal receptor
51 Cavity
52A First portion
52B Second portion
53A, 53B Butting surface
54A, 54B First recessed portion
55A, 55B Step
56A, 56B Second recessed portion
57A1, 57A2, 57B1, 57B2 Bolt hole
59 Drain hole
70 Joint line
72 Tangent
80 First anti-erosion layer
82 Second anti-erosion layer
90 Lightning-current transmission part
F Foreign substance
P, Q, R Intersection

The invention claimed is:

1. A wind turbine blade, comprising:

a blade body portion including a blade root portion to be
attached to a hub of a wind turbine, a blade tip portion
positioned farthest from the hub, and a blade center
portion extending between the blade root portion and
the blade tip portion in a blade spanwise direction,
wherein the blade body portion has a leading edge and
a trailing edge extending from the blade root portion to
the blade tip portion and a blade chordwise direction is
the direction along a chord connecting the leading edge
and the trailing edge; and

a metal receptor forming a blade tip of the wind turbine
blade,

wherein the metal receptor is self-contained and selec-
tively connectable to and removable from the blade
body portion,

wherein the blade body portion has a hollow structure and
forms an airfoil shape in the blade tip portion of the
wind turbine blade with the metal receptor in a joint
region to the metal receptor,

wherein, as seen in a blade-thickness direction of the wind
turbine blade which is perpendicular to both of the
spanwise direction and the chordwise direction, a tan-
gent to a joint line between the metal receptor and the
blade body portion at an intersection between the joint
line and the leading edge of the wind turbine blade is
inclined from the chordwise direction of the wind
turbine blade so as to get closer to the blade tip with
distance from the leading edge toward the trailing edge
of the wind turbine blade.

2. The wind turbine blade according to claim 1,

wherein the metal receptor has a length along the blade
spanwise direction, and wherein the length is either at
least 0.1% and not more than 0.9% of a blade length of
the wind turbine blade or at least 50 mm and not more
than 700 mm.

3. The wind turbine blade according to claim 1,

wherein the metal receptor has a width along the chord-
wise direction, and wherein the width is either at least
0.25% and not more than 0.9% of a blade length of the
wind turbine blade or at least 200 mm and not more
than 700 mm.
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4. The wind turbine blade according to claim 1,

wherein the joint line has a curved shape with a curvature
radius of not more than 0.009 L, provided that L is a
blade length of the wind turbine blade.

5. The wind turbine blade according to claim 1, further
comprising a first anti-erosion layer covering at least a part
of an outer surface of the blade body portion.

6. The wind turbine blade according to claim 1, further
comprising a second anti-erosion layer covering at least a
portion of the joint line between the metal receptor and the
blade body portion, the portion being disposed on a side of
the leading edge.

7. The wind turbine blade according to claim 1, further
comprising a lightning-current transmission part including
at least one of: a metal foil which is connected to the metal
receptor and which extends from a connection section to the
metal receptor toward the blade root portion of the wind
turbine blade; or a down-conductor.

8. The wind turbine blade according to claim 1,

wherein the blade body portion includes a fiber-reinforced
plastic shell connected to the metal receptor while
overlapping the metal receptor.

9. The wind turbine blade according to claim 1,

wherein the metal receptor includes:

a first portion forming a pressure surface on a side of
the blade tip of the wind turbine blade; and

a second portion forming a suction surface on the side
of the blade tip of the wind turbine blade, the second
portion being fastened to the first portion.

10. The wind turbine blade according to claim 1,

wherein the metal receptor comprises copper or copper
alloy.

11. A wind turbine power generating apparatus compris-

ing the wind turbine blade according to claim 1.

12. A wind turbine blade, comprising:

a blade body portion including a blade root portion to be
attached to a hub of a wind turbine, a blade tip portion
positioned farthest from the hub, and a blade center
portion extending between the blade root portion and
the blade tip portion in a blade spanwise direction,
wherein the blade body portion has a leading edge and
a trailing edge extending from the blade root portion to
the blade tip portion and a blade chordwise direction is
the direction along a chord connecting the leading edge
and the trailing edge; and

a metal receptor forming a blade tip of the wind turbine
blade, wherein the blade body portion is connected to
the metal receptor so as to be positioned on a blade-root
side of the metal receptor,

wherein the blade body portion has a hollow structure and
forms an airfoil shape in the blade tip portion of the
wind turbine blade with the metal receptor in a joint
region to the metal receptor,

wherein, as seen in a blade-thickness direction of the wind
turbine blade which is perpendicular to both of the
spanwise direction and the chordwise direction, a tan-
gent to a joint line between the metal receptor and the
blade body portion at an intersection between the joint
line and the leading edge of the wind turbine blade is
inclined from the chordwise direction of the wind
turbine blade so as to get closer to the blade tip with
distance from the leading edge toward the trailing edge
of the wind turbine blade,

wherein the metal receptor has a cavity inside the metal
receptor.

13. The wind turbine blade according to claim 12,

wherein the metal receptor includes a drain hole which is
in communication with the cavity.
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14. The wind turbine blade according to claim 12, further
comprising a first anti-erosion layer covering at least a part
of an outer surface of the blade body portion.

15. The wind turbine blade according to claim 12, further
comprising a second anti-erosion layer covering at least a
portion of the joint line between the metal receptor and the
blade body portion, the portion being disposed on a side of
the leading edge.

16. The wind turbine blade according to claim 12, further
comprising a lightning-current transmission part including
at least one of: a metal foil which is connected to the metal
receptor and which extends from a connection section to the
metal receptor toward the blade root portion of the wind
turbine blade; or a down-conductor.

17. The wind turbine blade according to claim 12,

wherein the blade body portion includes a fiber-reinforced
plastic shell connected to the metal receptor while
overlapping the metal receptor.

18. A wind turbine blade, comprising:

a blade body portion including a blade root portion to be
attached to a hub of a wind turbine, a blade tip portion
positioned farthest from the hub, and a blade center
portion extending between the blade root portion and
the blade tip portion in a blade spanwise direction,
wherein the blade body portion has a leading edge and
a trailing edge extending from the blade root portion to
the blade tip portion and a blade chordwise direction is
the direction along a chord connecting the leading edge
and the trailing edge; and

a metal receptor forming at least a section of the blade tip
portion, the metal receptor defining a blade tip of the
wind turbine blade, and wherein a cross section of the
blade tip portion that includes the metal receptor is
formed of metal throughout the cross section of the
blade tip portion,
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wherein the blade body portion is connected to the metal
receptor so as to be positioned on a blade-root side of
the metal receptor,

wherein the blade body portion has a hollow structure and

forms an airfoil shape in the blade tip portion of the
wind turbine blade with the metal receptor in a joint
region to the metal receptor,

wherein, as seen in a blade-thickness direction of the wind

turbine blade which is perpendicular to both of the
spanwise direction and the chordwise direction, a tan-
gent to a joint line between the metal receptor and the
blade body portion at an intersection between the joint
line and the leading edge of the wind turbine blade is
inclined from the chordwise direction of the wind
turbine blade so as to get closer to the blade tip with
distance from the leading edge toward the trailing edge
of the wind turbine blade.

19. The wind turbine blade according to claim 18, further
comprising a first anti-erosion layer covering at least a part
of an outer surface of the blade body portion.

20. The wind turbine blade according to claim 18, further
comprising a second anti-erosion layer covering at least a
portion of the joint line between the metal receptor and the
blade body portion, the portion being disposed on a side of
the leading edge.

21. The wind turbine blade according to claim 18, further
comprising a lightning-current transmission part including
at least one of: a metal foil which is connected to the metal
receptor and which extends from a connection section to the
metal receptor toward the blade root portion of the wind
turbine blade; or a down-conductor.

22. The wind turbine blade according to claim 18,

wherein the blade body portion includes a fiber-reinforced

plastic shell connected to the metal receptor while
overlapping the metal receptor.
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