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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joserm BECKER, citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Mont-
clair, in the county of Hssex and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Curtain-Fixtures,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to new and useful
improvements in window shade holders and
more particularly to adjustable holders for
shades of the spring roller type, the object
of my invention being the provision of a
shade holder by means of which the roller,
together with 1ts shade, may be raised or
lowered to any desired height with respect
to the window casing.

In many instances in which shades of the
spring roiler type are employed, it is fre-
quently impossible to open the window at
the top on account of wind which, blowing
through the window so opened against the
shade, continually rattles it about and often-
times even tears it from its roller. Further-
more, in case of a storm, the wind or snow
beating through the open upper portion of
the window will ruin the shade.

The main object of my invention is there-
fore to adjustably mount the shade carry-
ing roller in such a manner that it may be
raised or lowered to the same extent as the
window, or to any desired extent, to avoid
the above suggested difficulties.

A further object of my invention is the
provision of an adjustable supporting mech-
anism for the roller whereby the roller may
be raised or lowered by the proper manipu-
lation of cords which hang from the mecha-
nism within easy reach of the operator, the
mechanism supporting the shade being so
arranged that under normal conditions, if
the shade is raised to its highest point, it will
be automatically locked in such raised posi-
tion. ‘

A further object of my invention is to
provide means operable by the same cord
employed in raising the shade for releasing
the shade and lowering it.

In accomplishing the above objects, I em-
ploy a pair of casings or housings which I
secure to the window casing one upon either
side of the window and which have their
opposed faces slotted to form guides or
holders for the shade roller. A gravity ac-
tuated catch is mounted in the upper end of
each housing in such a manner as to auto-
matically engage the holders and secure

them in elevated position if the latter are
raised slowly, but in such a manner that if
the holders are quickly raised and then re-
leased, the holders will pass below the
catches before they engage them.

A still further object of my invention is
the provision of means applicable to the
window casing for securing the actuating
cord of the shade supporting mechanism at
any desired point to lock or support the
shade in intermediate positions.

With these and other objects in view, my
invention will be more fully described, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, and
then specifically pointed out in the claims
which are attached to and form a part of
this application.

In the drawings:—Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of my improved shade holder ap-
plied to a conventional form of window cas-
ing; Fig. 2 is a central vertical sectional
view through one of the casings housing
the operating mechanism of my holder; Fig.
3 is a rear elevation of the housing, parts
being broken away to permit showing of the
structure upon an enlarged scale; Fig. 4is a
perspective view of one of the shade roller
holders proper removed from its housing.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indi-
cated in all the views of the drawings by
the same reference characters.

Tn order to insure a clear and full under-
standing of this invention I have shown it
in connection with a conventional form of
window casing 10 including an upper sill 11
and the customary side facing strips 12 and
13 which also form the inner parting beads
for the lower window sash 14. A shade 15,
carried by a spring shade roller 16, is sup-
ported at its ends in housings, each indi-
cated as a whole by the numeral 17, which
are secured to the inner faces of the facing
strips 11 and 12 at the top of the window
casing.

My present invention consists in the con-
struction of these housings 17, the manner
of mounting the shade roller in said devices
and the means for adjustably raising and
lowering the roller when so mounted. Fach
of these housings includes a body 18, prefer-
ably formed from sheet metal having its
longitudinal edges bent at right angles to
the body portion to provide a face plate 19
and side walls 20 and 21. The ends of the
face plate are extended a considerable dis-
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tance beyond the ends of the side walls in
such a manner that they may be bent rear-
wardly between the free ends of the side
walls to form bottom and top walls 22 and
attaching ears 23. The casing thus formed
is secured to its facing strip with its face
plate outermost by means of screws 24
passed through the ears 23 and into the fac-
ing strip. The side walls immediately above
the bottom 22 are provided with inwardly
directed Iugs or ribs 25 by means of which
a closure plate 26 may be secured upon the
bottom wall 22, for a reason which will be
hereinafter apparent.

The face plate 19 of the housing is pro-
vided with a longitudinally extending slot
27 beginning near the upper end of the
housing and ‘extending downwardly
throughout the remaining length of the face
plate and also through that portion of the
face plate which forms the bottom %2 of
the housing. The closure plate 26, pre-
viously described, is provided centrally with
an opening 28 registering with a portion of
the slot 22. The face plate immediately
above the upper end of the slot 271is provided
with an opening 29 and a transversely ex-
tending brace 30 connects the side walls 20
and 21 immediately at the rear of this open-
ing, this brace being formed with an open-
ing 81 in alinement with the opening 29.
Slightly below this brace and near the rear
edge of the walls 20 and 21 extends a trans-
verse rod 32. The side walls of the housing
are provided with parallel slots 83 extending
almost entirely across such walls with their
inner ends immediately below the rod 32
and -with their outer ends at a lower level
than their inner ends and somewhat below
the upper end of the slot 27 of the face plate.

Slidably mounted in the slot of each hous-
ing 17 is a shade roller holder proper, indi-
cated as a whole by the numeral 34. The
construction of both these holders is sub-
stantially the same and. a description of one
will therefore suffice for both. Each shade
roller holder proper includes & body having
a mneck portion 35 which extends threugh
the slot of the housing and carries a flat-
tened head 36 bearing against the outer face
of the housing and extending at its sides
considerably beyond the sides of the body,
which in turn is considerably wider than
the slot. The neck extends centrally from
the lower portion of the body, being equal
in width to the width of :the slot and with
its sides parallel to engage the edges of the
slot, the body, neck and head of the holder
being preferably cast or otherwise formed
in a single piece. The body portion has its
rear face slotted. transversely adjacent its
upper end to form a transverse locking
shoulder 87 and below this slot is extended
to form a downwardly and rearwardly in-
clined face and adjacent downwardly and
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forwardly inclined face, the extended por-
tion defining these faces providing a latch

releasing cam member 88. ,

The shoulder 37 is provided centrally
with a vertically formed, cord receiving
bore 39 tapering from its lower to its upper
end. The head and neck of ‘each holder is
provided with a socket 40 to receive the
trunnion 41 of the shade roller, it of course
being understood that one of these sockets
will be cylindrical to receive the cylindrical
trunnion of the spring shade roller, while
the socket of the other holder will be angu-
lar in cross section to receive the angular
trunnion which is operatively connected to
the spring of the roller.

An operating cord 42 has one end extend-
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-ed through the:opening 29 of one housing .

and opening 39 of the rib of the holder

mounted in such housing, said end being

knotted to engage or seat in the larger end
of the bore 89. The opposite end of the cord
is extended through the opening 29. of the
other housing and similarly secured in the
bore 39 of the other holder. The resultant
doubled portion of the cord is then passed
through the opening 81 of the transverse
brace 80 and downwardly behind the rod 32

‘and through the opening 28 of the closure
plate 26 and that portion of the slot 27 in’

the bottom portion 22 of the housing.

From the foregoing description of the
manner of attaching the cord, 1t will be ap-
parent that the holders may be simultane-
ously and quickly raised or lowered by pull-
ing upon or paying out the doubled or two
strand portion of the cord which extends be-
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low one of the housings 17. In.order to pro- -

vide means for normally supporting the
holders and consequently the shade roller in
elevated position, I provide each housing
with a latch rod 43, the ends of which ex-
tend through the slots 88 of the housing and
terminate in retaining heads 44. These
latch rods are preferably circular in cross
section in order that they may roll or slide
readily from the forward lower ends of the
slots to the upper rear ends thereof or the
reverse. When the holders are raised by
properly manipulating the cord 42, the up-
per edges of the ribs 37 engage these latch
rods; which then are seated in the lower for-
ward ends of the slots and force them up-
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wardly and rearwardly until the ribs have -

passed above them. The latch rods then
immediately move downwardly and for-
wardly, through. gravity, to seat beneath
the locking ribs 37 and so-support the hold-
ers in raised position. However, if a sharp
downward pull is exterted upon the cord 42,
the holders will be raised in such a manner
that the cam portions 88 will cause the latch
rods to move to the upper rear ends of the
slots and if then the holders are suddenly
released, they will move downwardly past
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the slots before the latch rods have time to
move forwardly sufficiently to engage with
the shoulders. It will therefore be clear
that while the holders, and consequently the
curtain rolier, may be locked in raised posi-
tion by slowly raising the holders, they
may at any time be released by slightly
jerking the operating cord 42 to first further
raise the holders and then immediately per-
mit their downward movement. The com-
bined weight of the holders and the curtain
roller and curtain supported by the holders
is, in all instances, sufficient to insure suffi-
cient rapidity of downward movement, if
the cord is quickly released, to insure pas-
sage of the holders beyond the slots 33, be-
fore they can be engaged by the latch
rods 43.

Instead of using a single cord 42 doubled
intermediate its length and secured at either
end to the holders, two cords may be em-
ployed, each being secured to one of the
holders and their ends below the housing
through which they both extend secured to
each other. The doubled portion of the
cord or the end portions which are secured
together, will, however, in either case, be
provided with a weighted knob or handle
45 to prevent swaying of the cord because of
wind blowing through the window and also
to prevent fraying of the cord ends. The
two cord sections immediately above this
holder are secured together by any suitable
form of clasp 46 in order that strain exerted
upon the handle will always be exerted
equally upon both sections of cord. The
adjacent facing strip 12 of the window cas-
ing may be provided with any suitable form
of cord retaining cleat 47 by means of which
the shade holders may be secured in any
intermediate positions within the housing.

Although I have illustrated and described
my invention in all its details, it will of
course be understood that I do not wish to
be limited to the specific details of construc-
tion set forth, as various minor changes,
within the scope of the appended claims,
may be made at any time without in the
slightest degree departing from the spirit
of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
is claimed as new is:

1. Shade roller supporting means includ-
ing housings adapted to be secured to oppo-
site sides of a window casing and having
their opposed faces provided with vertically
extending slots, shade roller holders slidably
mounted in the slots, each holder within the
housing having a latch engaging shoulder
and a latch releasing cam portion spaced
below the shoulder, latch members movably
mounted in the housings, and means for
raising and lowering the holders.

2. Shade roller supporting means includ-
ing housings adapted to be secured o oppo-
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site sides of a window casing and having
their opposed faces provided with vertically
extending slots, and shade roller holders
slidably mounted in the slots, each holder
within the housing having a latch rod en-
gaging shoulder and a latch releasing cam
portion spaced below the shoulder, latch
rods extending transversely of the housings
and movable in diagonally extending slots
formed in the walls of the housings, the
slots being so proporticned that with the
holders in elevated position, the latch rods
will be passed beneath the shoulders.

3. Shade roller supporting means includ-
ing housings adapted to be mounted at op-
posite sides of a window casing and includ-
ing opposed vertically slotted faces and
spaced side faces, the side faces adjacent
their upper ends being provided with
alined inwardly and downwardly inclined
slots, latch rods extending transversely of
the housings and extending at their ends
through the inclined slots, being thereby
movable by gravity toward the opposed
faces of the housings, shade roller holders
slidably mounted in the slots of the opposed
faces of the housings, said holders having
locking shoulders adapted for automatic en-
gagement with the latch rods and cam por-
tions adapted to disengage the latch rods
from the shoulders, and means for raising
and lowering the holders.

4. Shade roller supporting means includ-
ing housings adapted to be mounted at op-
posite sides of a window casing and includ-
ing opposed vertically slotted faces and
spaced side faces, the side faces adjacent
their upper ends being provided with
alined inwardly and downwardly inclined
slots, latch rods extending transversely of
the housings and extending at their ends
through the inclined slots, being thereby
movable by gravity toward the opposed
faces of the housings, shade roller holders
slidably mounted in the slots of the opposed
faces of the housings, said holders having
Jocking shoulders adapted for automatic en-
gagement with the latch rods and cam por-
tions adapted to disengage the latch rods
from the shoulders, and means for raising
and lowering the holders, said means includ-
ing stretches of cord secured at their ends to
the holders, passed through a guide in the
upper end of one of the housings and ex-
tending through the lower end of such
housing.

5. Shade roller supporting means includ-
ing housings adapted for attachment to op-
posite sides of a window casing and having
their opposed faces provided with vertically
extending slots, guides mounted in the up-
per portions of the housings, shade roller
holders slidably mounted in the slots, a
stretch of cord secured by one end to one of
the holders and passed upwardly through
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 the guide of said holder housing, from said
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holder housing to the other holder housing,
through the guide of said latter housing and
downwardly through the bottom of the said
- housing, the other stretch of cord being se-
cured to the holder in the last mentioned

housing, passed through the guide in such:

housing and extended downwardly adjacent
‘the first stretch of cord.

6. Shade roller supporting means includ-
ing housings adapted to be secured to oppo-
site sides of a window casing and having
their opposed faces provided with vertically
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extending slots, shade roller holders slidably
mounted. in the slots, means for raising and
lowering the holders, latches mounted in the

“housings to automatically engage the hold-

ers, and ‘means operable by movement of
the holders for releasing the latches

In testimony whereotf I affix my signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH BECKER. [Ln.s.]
‘Witnesses:

Harry ROSENBERG,
Tromas F. RocHE. -

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner -of Patents,
‘Washington, D. C.” : I ’
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