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My invention relates to a sheet metal can,
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To all whom # may concern:

Be it known that I, Frepericx Wester-
BECK, a citizen of the United States of
America, residing in the city of St. Louis
and State of Missouri, have invented certain
new and useful Tmprovements in Sheet-
Metal Cans, of which the following is a full,
clear, and evact description, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying - drawings,
part of this specification.

and 1t has for its object the provision in a
can of this description of a closure that may

be quickly applied to a can body by pressing.

it thereinto and which, when introduced into
the body becomes permanently locked there-
in in such manner as to prevent its removal.

What are comimonly known as  friction
top” or “friction closure” sheet metal cans
have heretofore been -commonly manufac-
tured, and inasmuch as the closures of cans
of this type may be very quickly and inex-
pensively applied to the can bodies, cans
having them intorporated therein have-be-
come very general in use. There has, how-
ever, been a very serious objection to * fric-

tion closures” of this kind founded on the
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fact that the closures not infrequently be-
come dislodged from their seats by reason

-of jars to which ihe cans are subjected, such

as those resultant from shock fo the cans
when they are dropped from any appreci-
able height, as, for instance, in setting them
down suddenly-on a solid object, or sudden

deposit of shipping cases containing the

cans.
My improvement contemplates a can
closure that may be termed a “friction
closure,” and which by reason of its strue-
ture and the structure of the can body is
caused to be permanently locked to the can
body when it is introduced thereinto, there-
by eliminating all possibility of dislodgment
of the closure, cither accidentally or othés-
wise, and necessitating destruction. of the
closure when it is desired to gain access to
the contents of the can. .
" Figure I is a top plan view of a can
provided with- my improved closure. Fig.
II is an enlarged vertical section, showing

-the closure and a portion of the can. F ig.
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IIT is & view similag to Fig. 1T showing the
closure permanently locked in the can. .
In the accompanying drawings: 1 desig-
nates the body of my
opening 2 around which is an annular re-

flange 74, (see Fig. 1I),

.can provided with an-

cess or depression 3. The recess 3 is located
between a closure receiving mneck 4 curved
inwardly and downwardly at its upper end
within which the opening 2 is present, and
an outer wall 8 concentric with said neck and
connected thereto by a web at the bottom of

‘the recéss. The recess 3 is adapted to re-
céive certain parts of the closure of the can-

for the purpose of so locating such parts as
to prevent access thereto that would make

"it possible to secure the engagement of" any

instrument with the closure for the purpose
of extracting it from the can body.

Y can closure is in the nature of a cap-

comprising a central web 5 surrounded by

-an upwardly extending bead 6 and a de-

pending annular skirt 7, the outer face of
said skirt being uninterrupted by any un-
evenness that would permit of the ‘placing
thereagainst of an impiement for the pur-
pose of separating the ~losure from the can
body. The bead 6 conforms to the shape of
and closely fits the upper end of the closure

receiving neck 4 and it is adapted to seat
-upon the upper end of siid neck when the

closure is properly fitted to the can. The

“skirt of the closure closely fits the neck 4

and terminates. in an outwardly flaring
_ which is slightly
wider than the width of
the closure receiving neck 4 and the outer
wall 8 of the recess 3, and the Iength of the
skirt 7 with its flaring flange 7 is greater
than the depth of the recess 3. Tt_should be
noted, however, that inasmuch as the flange
7~ is of flaring shape when originally pro-
duced, it is capable of passing freely into
the recess 3 when the closure is applied to
the can body. Between the skirt 7 and the
flaring flange 7* is a folding crease.

In applying my eclosure to the can, the
flaring flange 7* of the closure is introduced
into the recess 3 and lowered, together with
the skirt carrying it, into said recess until

the recess. Continued downward movement
of the closure then causes the flaring flange
7* to be bent on its folding crease outwardly
so that it will approach a position parallel

to the web at the bottom of the recess and -

the free edge of the flaring flange will move
toward the outer wall 8 of the recess while
the skirt of the closure moves downwardly
parallel with the closure receiving neck 4.
The movement of the closure is continued

-until the flaring flange 7* is parallel with
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the bottom of.t};e%eess and ot 4 right angle,
“or substantially a right angle, to the neck 4

and wall 8, at which time the edge of the
flaring flange has become firmly jammed
against and engaged with the outer wall 8

_and the flaring flange is securely wedged
"in the recess 8 at or adjacent to its bottom.

The flaring flange of the closure is, there-
fore, $o positioned as to be firmly locked
to the can body and.so located as to be in-
accessible to any implement that may be
used for ‘the purpose of extracting the clo-
sure. Inasmuch as the exposed portions of
the closure are of plain external contour,
there is no opportunity for such engagement
of the closure as would be necessary to ex-
tract it and gain access to the contents of the
can, and it would be absolutely necessary to
either cut the closure or the body of the can,

thus rendering the can unfit for re-use, as is

highly desirable, to: prevent commercial re-
use of the can. - :
Y claim: .
The combination with a sheet metal can

1,002,546

body, provided with a neck and an outer

-wall surrounding said neck, connected by a

bottom web and producing an annular re-
cess within the body around said neck; of a
closure having an annular closely fitting
skirt . provideg with a flaring flange of
slightly. greater width than the - normal
width of the annular recess and a folding
crease between the skirt and the flaring

flange, the combined length of the closely’
fitting skirt and its flaring flange being 3

greater than the depth of said annular re-
cess, whereby when the closure is applied to
the can body the flaring flange of the closely
fitting skirt is caused to ride outwardly upon

said bottom web and to abut edgewise.

against the outer wall of the annular recess
and to be jammed between the neck and said
outer wall so as to permanently lock the
closure to said can body. '
FREDERICK WESTERBECK.
In the presence of—
Groree E. RYDER,
Mary Cuppy.
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