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HOLDER FOR TARGETS 

Werner M. Miller, Minneapolis, Minn. 
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11 Claims. (Cl. 273-102) 
1. 

. This application is a continuation...in part of 
my, pending application. Serial. No. 33,593, for 
Holder for Targets, filed June 17, 1948, and noW 
abandoned. 
The object of the invention is to present a 

holder for targets. wherein will: beincorporated 
desirable and improved features, and character 
istics designed to... render the target holder 
capable of functioning in an efficient manner. 
In the accompanying drawing forming a part 

of this specification, 
Fig. 1 is an elevational view, partially in sec 

tion and partially broken away, of a holder for 
targets made according to the invention; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary Side" eleva 
tional view of an adjustable post of the target 
holder; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
of said adjustable post, as it would appear from , 
the right...in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is an elevational view of a frame, with 
appurtenances, of the target holder as it. Would 
appear when removed and folded up; 

Fig. 5 is an elevational view of the disclosure 
of Fig. 4 as it would appear from the top of the 
Sheet; 

Fig. 6 is a detail: Sectional view, takensas. On: 
line 6-6 in Fig. 5; 

Fig. 7 is a detail Sectional view disclosing...the: 
manner in which leaf springs of the target; 
holder are secured to upright rods of said:target 
holder; and 

Fig. 8 is a detail Sectional view, taken-on-line 
8-8-in-Fig. 1. 
With respect to the drawing and the numerals. 

of reference thereon, O denotes alongitudinally, 
adjustable: post of the target holder, and , f in 
dicates a frame Supported upon said post. and 
detachably retaining a target. 2. 
The longitudinally adjustable post. O. is con. 

stituted in the disclosure as made, as upper and 
lower, telescoping tubular elements, represented 
3 and 4, respectively, a clamping member 5 

for Securing Said upper and lower tubular ele 
ments. in fixed relation, an upper-plug. 6-press. 
fitted into the upper end of the upper. tubular 
element 3- and integrally or rigidly supporting, 
an externally threaded element 1 situated above. 
said upper tubular, element, and a lower plug. 8. 
press fitted into the lower end of the lower tubu 
lar element, 4 and integrally or rigidly support 
ing a pointed element 9 to be: driven into the 
ground. The lower plug. 8 has , cross-sectional 
dimension less than that of the pointed element: 
9, and an annular shoulder 20, provided by said 

2 
pointed element 9 and in surrounding relation 

10. 

5. 

to the lower end of said lower plug 8, is en 
gaged against the lower end of the lower tubu 
lar element 4. The lower end portion 2 f of the 
upper tubular element 3 is pointed in order that 
it can be driven into the ground in any instance 
when it may be desirable to utilize the target 
holder with the lower tubular element omitted. 
The upper telescoping tubular element 3 is 

Snugly slidable in the lower telescoping tubular 
element 4, and the upper end portion of said 
lower telescoping tubular element is longitudi 
nally slotted, as at 22. The clamping member 
5. is constituted as a strap member 23, Sur 
rounding Said slotted upper end portion of the 
lower telescoping tubular element 4 and spot 
welded at 24 to said lower telescoping tubular 
element, and a camming lever 25 pivotally sup 
ported as at 26, between parallel ears 27, 27 in 

20 

25 

tegral or rigid. With Said strap member. The con 
Struction and arrangement will be such that 
When the camming lever 25 is situated down 
against; the lower telescoping tubular element 
4, as, in FigS. 1, 2, and 3 of the drawing, the 

slotted portion of said lower telescoping tubular 
element will be confined by the strap member 

30. 
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23 and gripped: against the upper telescoping 
tubular element. 3, thus to cause said upper, and 
lower tubular elements to be secured in fixed re 
lation, to each other, and also such that when 
the canning lever 25 is swung away from the 
lower: telescoping tubular element 4 and 
upWardly, the slotted portion of said lower tele 
Scoping tubular element will be released thus to 
allow relative longitudinal, adjustment of the 
upper and lower telescoping tubular elements. 
The adjustable-post 10s will be driven into the 
ground, when the target holder is to be applied 
to use, and the obvious purpose of relative longi 
tudinal adjustment of the upper and lower tele 
scoping elements. 3 and f4 is for setting a tar 
get, such as . 2, at desired elevation, as, for in 
stance, at higher elevation for taller marksmen 
and at lower elevation for shorter marksmen or 
when a marksman-is-to shoot from a kneeling, 
sitting, or lying position. 
In the disclosed embodiment of the invention, 

the frames - is constituted as an elongated rec 
tilinear bar 28, adapted to be situated in a hori 
Zontal plane. When the target holder is applied to 
use, and Spaced apart, upstanding rods 29, 29 
Supported upon-Said elongated rectilinear bar in 
parallel relation to each other and in perpendicu 
lar relation to the elongated bar. 
The midlength of the elongated bar 28 in 
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cludes a threaded opening for removably receiv 
ing the externally threaded element 7 upon the 
upper plug 6. The construction and arrange 
ment desirably can be such that the upper tele 
Scoping element 3, together with the upper plug 
6 as a unit, can be rotated to cause the exter 

nally threaded element 7 to be situated within 
the threaded opening in the elongated rectilinear 
bar 28 to extent causing the lower surface of 
said elongated rectilinear bar to be engaged 
against the upper end of Said upper telescoping 
element and the upper Surface of Said upper 
plug, as in Fig. 1, thus to cause the elongated 
rectilinear bar to be rigidly supported upon the 
longitudinally adjustable post 0 in perpendicu 
lar relation thereto. 
The upStanding rods 29, 29 are disposed at op 

posite sides of the threaded opening in the elon 
gated bar 28 in equally spaced relation to said 
threaded opening, and Said upstanding rods are 
pivotally Secured, as at 30, to opposite end por 
tions of the elongated rectilinear bar 28. As 
shown, each end portion of Said elongated recti 
linear bar 28 includes Spaced apart ears 3, 3 
alined with the elongated rectilinear bar and dis 
posed at the opposite Sides and outwardly of a 
shoulder 32 provided by and in perpendicular 
relation to said elongated rectilinear bar. Each 
upstanding rod 29 includes a foot or fiange 33 
upon its inner end disposed in perpendicular re 
lation to the corresponding upstanding rod and 
Situated between the earS 3, 3 at the corre 
Sponding end of the elongated rectilinear bar, 
and the pivot pins 30 paSS Snugly through open 
ings in the feet or flanges 33. Desirably, each 
foot or fiange will be of width to span the distance 
between the ears by which supported. The con 
struction and arrangement will be Such that the 
upstanding rods can be swung to collapsed con 
dition, as in Figs. 4 and 5 and in full lines in Fig. 
6, or to upright position, as in Fig. 1 and in dotted 
lines in Fig. 6, and when Said upstanding rods are 
in upright position, Surfaces of their inner end 
portions opposite their feet, or flanges will be en 
gaged against the shoulderS 32, as in dotted lines 
in said Fig. 6. Said shoulders 32 constitute stops 
limiting the extent of in Ward SWinging novement 
of the upstanding rods 29, 29 from their positions 
as in Fig. 1 and in dotted lines in Fig. 6, and, de 
sirably, when said upstanding rods are engaged 
against the shoulders they will be in perpendicu 
lar relation to the elongated rectilinear bar 28 
and in parallel relation to each other. 
Each of the upstanding rods 29 Supports a leaf 

spring 34 disposed interiorly of the upstanding 
rod, and said leaf Springs when unflexed, aS in 
Fig. 7, are in facing, parallel relation to each 
other, as well as in parallel relation to said up 
standing rods. Midportions of the leaf Springs 
are secured, as at 35, to outer end portions of the 
upstanding rods, outer end portions 36 of said 
leaf springs extend to position above said up 
Standing rods, and inner end portions 3 of the 
leaf Springs extend to position below the locations 
where Secured to the upstanding rods. As dis 
closed, the lower ends of the inner end portions 
37 of said leaf Springs terminate in spaced rela 
tion to the elongated rectilinear bar 28, and all 
of the outer and inner end portions 36, 36, 37, 37 
are of equal length. In effect, each of the ele 
ments 36, 36, 37, 37 is a Separate leaf spring. 
The free end of each of the Outer and inner 

end portions of the leaf Springs Supports an at 
taching clip, each denoted 38. The attaching 
clips can be of Ordinary or preferred construc 
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4. 
tion. As disclosed, each attaching clip includes 
oppositely disposed gripping arms 39, 39 pivot 
ally Supported and urged toward each other by 
a tubular retainer 40. A type of attaching clip 
Suitable to the purpose and now of commerce is 
disclosed Very clearly in Fig. 8 of the drawing. 
The target 2 is of sheet material. It may con 

Sist of any Substance Suitable to its purpose, such, 
for example, as paper, cardboard, leather, etc. 
The manner in which the target is retained in the 
frame it will be evident from Figs. 1 and 8 of the 
drawing. Attachment clips at the four corners 
of the target are releasably gripped thereon thus 
to retain Said target in Spread out and taut con 
dition. The leaf Springs 34 will be flexed toward 
each other, as in Fig. 1, when the holder is retain 
ing a target. The exact positions of the attach 
ing clipS 38 relative to the upstanding rods 29, 29, 
when said attaching clips are retaining a target, 
Will depend upon the Size and shape of the target. 
When the target holder is to be out of use, 

several of its parts can be disassembled, and other 
partS can be collapsed. That is to say, the ad 
justable post f can be removed from the elon 
gated rectilinear bar 28 and the upper and lower 
telescoping elementS 3 and 4 can be disjoined, 
and each of the upstanding rods 29, together with 
the leaf Springs and the attaching clips carried 
thereby, can be Swung, first outwardly and down 
wardly and then inwardly and upwardly, to posi 
tion where adjacent the elongated rectilinear bar 
28, as in FigS. 4, 5 and 6. When the target holder 
is to be put to use, its several parts can be very 
readily and easily assembled and set up. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a holder for targets, an elongated bar, 

Spaced apart, upright rods rigid with said elon 
gated bar and extending from a single side there 
of, attaching clips, and Spaced apart spring mem 
bers each having one of its ends Secured to one 
of Said upright rods in Spaced relation to said 
elongated bar and its other end Secured to one 
of Said attaching clips. 

2. In a holder for targets, an elongated bar, 
Spaced apart, upright rods rigid with said elon 
gated har and extending from a single side there 
of, attaching clips, and Spaced apart leaf springs 
each having one of its ends secured to one of said 
upright rods in Spaced relation to said elongated 
bar and its other end Secured to one of said at 
taching clips. 

3. In a holder for targets, an elongated bar, 
Spaced apart, upright rods rigid with said elon 
gated bar and extending from a single-side there 
of, attaching clips, and a pair of leaf springs sup 
ported upon each of said upright rods, each of 
Said leaf Springs having an inner end thereof se 
cured to the corresponding upright rod in spaced 
relation to Said elongated bar and an outer end 
thereof secured to one of said attaching clips. 

4. In a holder for targets, an elongated bar, 
Spaced apart, upright rods rigid with said elon 
gated bar and extending from a single side there 
of, attaching clips, and a pair of leaf springs sup 
ported upon each of Said upright rods, each of 
Said leaf springs having an inner end thereof 
Secured to the corresponding upright rod in 
Spaced relation to said elongated bar and an outer 
end thereof Secured to one of said attaching clips, 
and the locations of securing all of the leaf springs 
and attaching clips to each other lying substan 
tially in a single plane. 

5. A holder for targets comprising a support 
ing post, an elongated bar extending transversely 
of and rigid with an upper portion of said sup 
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porting post, upright rods rigid with said elon 
gated bar and situated in spaced relation to said 
Supporting post at opposite sides thereof, attach 
ing clips, and spaced apart spring members each 
having one of its ends secured to one of said sup 
porting rods and its other end Secured to one of 
said attaching clips. 

6. The combination as specified in claim 5 
Wherein said Spring members are constituted as 
leaf SpringS. 

7. A holder for targets comprising a supporting 
post, an elongated bar extending transversely of 
and detachably Secured to an upper portion of 
Said Supporting post, upright rods secured to said 
elongated bar and situated in spaced relation to 
Said supporting post at opposite sides thereof, 
spaced apart spring members upon each of Said 
upright rods, and attaching clips Secured to por 
tions of Said spring members in spaced relation 
to Said upright rods. 

8. The combination as specified in claim 7 
wherein said Spring members are constituted as 
leaf Springs. 

9. The combination as specified in claim 7 
wherein Said supporting post is constituted as up 
per and lower telescoping elements, and means 
for fastening said upper and lower telescoping 
elements in fixed relation to each other, 

6 
10. In a holder for targets, an elongated bar, 

Spaced apart rods pivotally supported upon op 
posite ends of said elongated bar for SWinging 
movement to upright position above and to co 
lapsed position below the elongated bar, and 
means for limiting swinging movement of said 
Spaced apart rods toward each other beyond up 
right position. 

0. 
11. In a holder for targets, an elongated bar, 

Spaced apart rods pivotally Supported upon op 
posite ends of said elongated bar for upward and 
inWard Swinging movement to upright position 
above and downward and inward swinging move 
ment to collapsed position below the elongated 
bar, means for limiting inward Swinging move 
ment of Said spaced apart rods beyond upright 
position, leaf springs secured to the upright rods, 
and attaching clips Secured to Said leaf Springs. 

VERNER. M. MILLER. 
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