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(57) Abstract: This semiconductor device is provided with a semiconductor substrate (1), a first conductivity type first
semiconductor layer (2), a second conductivity type second semiconductor layer (3), a first conductivity type first semi-
conductor region (4), a second conductivity type second semiconductor region (5), a gate electrode (8), a first electrode
(10), and a gate electrode pad (11). The recombination rate of carriers in a first lower region facing, in the depth direction,
the gate electrode pad (11) is lower than that in a second lower region facing, in the depth direction, the first electrode
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(10). Accordingly, in a case where a high potential is applied to a source electrode so as to drive a built-in PN diode,
occurrence of crystal defects can be suppressed.
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