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To ail, whom, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, FREDERICKS. PINKHAM, 

of Everett, county of Middlesex, State of Mas 
Sachusetts, have invented an Improvement in 
Casket-Linings,of which the following descrip 
tion, in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, is a specification, like letters and 
figures on the drawings representing like 
parts. 
This invention has for its object to improve 

the construction of casket linings, whereby 
they may be more cheaply made, and when 
finished can be more easily handled and bet 
ter adapted to fit the casket than those now 
in common use, and also whereby the short 
lengths of cloth taken up by the fastenings are 
duly compensated for. In accordance with 
this invention the cloth of which the lining 
is chiefly composed is first folded upon itself 
Successively, then two of the adjacent folded 
edges are connected together at intervals by 
clasps such as will be described, then one of 
said connected folded edges is connected to 
the folded edge next to it at intervals by 
clasps placed opposite the spaces between the 
previous row of clasps or otherwise, and then 
Said connected folded edge is connected to the 
folded edge next to it, and so on for the entire 
length of the strip of cloth, and thereafter the 
cloth is drawn out or extended lengthwise, 
and may be secured to a suitable backing of 
textile or other material. The clasps which 
are herein shown, and which I prefer to em 
ploy, each consists of a strip of Wire of any 

35 suitable shape in cross section, preferably 
rectangular, bent at the middle to present 
a central portion, preferably V-shaped, and 
also bent at the ends in the opposite direc 
tion, which when pressed toward the adjacent 
sides of the V-shaped portion form clamps 
which engage the folded edges of the cloth, 
and permanently hold it folded. This clasp 
when connected to the folded edges of the 
cloth incident to smocking it, permanently 
holds said folded edges separated a distance 
equal to the distance between the clamps 
upon the ends of the clasps, without tendency 
to contract, and if said distance is equal to 
the short lengths of cloth taken up by the 

5o clamps upon the ends of the clasps, then the 
gain will just equal the loss, but if said clasps 
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are differently proportioned a corresponding 
ly different result will be obtained, and fur 
thermore when said clasps are distributed at 
regular intervals over the entire rear side of 55 
the cloth, or substantially so, the said cloth 
will be equally weighted, thereby permitting 
it to be more easily handled, as well as better 
adapted to fit the casket, and retain its posi 
tion therein while being fitted thereto. Yet 6o 
my invention comprehends any other form 
of fastening adapted to connect the folded 
edges of the cloth, and permanently hold 
them separated for a short distance, or per 
mitting them to be so separated. 
Figure 1, shows an under side view of a 

portion of a casket lining embodying this in 
Vention; Fig. 2, a cross section of the lining 
shown in Fig. 1, taken on the dottedline ac-ac, 
and Fig. 3, an enlarged view of the clasp 
herein employed. 
The strip of cloth a, is herein shown as suc 

cessively folded upon itself, then two of the 
folded edges as 2, 3, are connected together 
at intervals by clasps 4, then one of said con 
nected folded edges as 3, is connected to the 
folded edge 5, next to it, by similar clasps 4, 
which are located opposite the spaces between 
the clasps connecting the folded edges 2, 3, 
then this last operation is repeated through 
out the entire length of the cloth. 
The clasps 4, herein shown, see Fig. 3, each 

consists of a strip of wire bent at the middle 
to present a central V-shaped portion c, and 
also bent near each endin opposite directions, 
the overturned ends c' co-operating with the 
adjacent sides of the V-shaped portion c, to 
forms hooks or clamps which are adapted to 
engage two adjacent folded edges as 2, 3, or 
3, 5, and so on. The cloth having its folded 
edges connected together is drawn out length 
wise, and a backing of any suitable material 
is connected to it. Instead of distributing the 
clasps regularly over the entire rear surface 
of the cloth they may be arranged in differ- 95 
ent designs for differentlinings. By employ 
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ing metallic clasps, whether of the form shown 
in Fig. 3, or otherwise, for connecting the 
folded edges of the cloth, it will be under 
stood that the cloth is given an additional roo 
and well distributed weight, which permits it 
to be more easily handled, and better adapt. 
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ing it to fit the casket and also facilitates at- I claim 
taching the lining to the casket, and further- 1. A casket lining composed essentially of 
more when clasps such as shown in Fig. 3, are a strip of cloth folded upon itself, the folded 
employed, and the cloth extended lengthwise edges being connected together by metallic 

5 or drawn out, the connected folded edges are clasps to give additional and well distributed 25 
held separated for a short distance. Further- weight thereto, substantially as described. 
more by employing clasps of the form shown 2. A casket lining composed essentially of 
wherein the distance between the clamps is a strip of cloth folded upon itself, and me 
equal to the length of the clamps, then in tallic clasps each consisting of two connected 

Io such case the gain will equal the loss, which clamps, which nip the folded edges, and per- 3o 
is a result that cannot be obtained when the manently hold them connected together, but 
folded edges are broughtinto and permanently separated for a short distance, substantially 
held in contact; and if the clasps are differ- as described. 
ently proportioned a correspondingly differ- In testimony whereof I have signed my 

I5 ent result will be obtained, which would re- name to this specification in the presence of 35 
sult in a saving of the cloth. two subscribing witnesses. 
So far as connecting the folded edges to- EREDERICIK S. PINIKIIAM. 

gether, yet separated for a short distance is Witnesses: 
concerned, I do not desire to limit my inven- B. J. NOYES, 

20 tion to the particular fastening employed. C. B. CROCKER. 

  


