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April 24, 1873.

To all whom it moy concern :

Be it known that I, THOMAS A. TAYLOR,
of Salem, Essex county, Massachusetts, have
invented certain Improvements in Catches or
Fastenings for Money-Boxes and other Boxes,
of which the following is a specification:

The purpose of this invention is to provide
a secret catch or fastening for various objects
of utility or ornament, the nature of the cateh
or fastening being such that persons not fa-
- miliar with its peculiarities will be unable to
unlock it exeept upon considerable time and
study being spent in the attempt., The in-
vention consists in the employment of two
plates laid face to face, and sliding one upon
another, a pocket being created in the inner
face of one platetoreceiveadisk or block which
fills it, or practically so, while a sloping notch
or depression is formed in- the adjacent face
of the opposite plate or slide, which coincides
with the pocket before named, the arrange-
ment of the whole being such that when one
plate is uppermost the two are locked together
by the disk which remains in a sloping posi-
tion between the two plates, and with one
edge in the pocket and one in the sloping
notch, while upon reversing the position of
the plate or inverting them, so that what was,

under the last-described condition, the upper

one, becomes the under one, and the disk

drops into the cell of the latter and out of the-

sloping notch, thus freeing the two plates and
allowing them to slide upon one another and
open an aperture between them, which, at other
times, is closed by the outermost plate.

The drawings accompanying this specifica-
tion represent, in Figure 1, an edge view of a
‘box containing my improvements, with the
catch or fastening open; and Fig. 2, a longi-
tudinal section of the same. Fig, 3 is a face
view of the inner side of the back of the box,
while Figs. 4 and 5 are transverse sections of
the same.

In these drawings, A represents a rectangu-
lar box or case, made of thin wood, and fash-
ioned into the form of a book, which it is de-
signed to imitate, a narrow slot, a, being cre-
ated in its front edge, through which money

or valuables may be pushed into the interior,.

the box as herein shown being intended as a
#bank” or receptacle for money. The back

@,

of the box or imitation-book A is composed of
two plates, B and C, which are laid flatwise
together, and united by a dovetailed stud or
tenon, b, of the outermost plate B, which en-
ters a correspondingly-formed slot, ¢, made in
the inner plate C, this union of the plates al-
lowing them to slide upon one another, and the
slot being of such length that the said plates
may separate to the extent of an inch or there-
about. A small portion, d, of one end of the
outer plate B is severed from the remainder
¢, and is secured to the inner plate C in order
that a space may exist at certain times be-
tween the two portions d and ¢, to allow money
or other articles to be removed from the in-
terior of the bank or box when it becomes
desirable so to do.

- It is not necessary that the plate B should
be in two pieces, as it may be entire and slide
bodily upon the inner one; butin this case the
opening for abstraction of contents of the box
would be at the extreme end of the back,
which would not be desirable. ‘

D in the drawings represents a circular cell
or pocket, created in the inner face of the
outer plate or back B, a circular disk or block,
J; being deposited in this cell, and filling the
same flush with the face of the plate. E in
the drawings denotes a notch or depression
created in the outer face of the inner plate C,
this notch, when the two plates are closed,
being coincident with the pocket D, the said
noteh being at its deepest end preferably of a
depth equal to gr greater than that of the disk, ‘
which at times drops into it. The pocket D
I prefer to produce in that end of the plate
next adjacent to the portion d, and a slot or
aperture, k, is made through the inner plate
C, and extending from the abutment d to the
inner boundary.of the notch E, or somewhat
beyond the same, as shown in Fig. 1 of the
accompanying drawings, this aperture being
sufficiently large to permit the contents of the
box to be removed through it.

Under the above described arrangement of
parts the disk f will ordinarily remain in the
position shown'in Fig. 2 of the drawings, as
the counterfeit book will be upon its side, or
back uppermost, and in this position the disk
remains in ar obligue position, with one edge
disposed in the cell D, and the opposite edge
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in ‘the deepest portion of the notch 1, thus
locking the two plates together, and defying
ordinary scrutiny to detect any means of open-
ing the box or bank,

Upon reversing the position of the: box, or
holding it back downward, the disk f drops
from' out! the notch E ‘and' entirely into ithe
cell D, and allows the outer plate B to be
. moved longitudinally upon the inner plate C,
and the aperture b to be opened and access
had to the contents of such box.

‘A box provided with iny catch or fastening
above explained will be found a valnable de-
pository for valuables, as it may be fashioned
in imitation:of a book :and placed in: a book-
case, in which locality no suspicion would be

‘attached to it as being anything but what it
represented.

I claim—

A toy money-box having the plates B and
O arranged to slide one upon another, and
provided interchangeably with the cell D and
notch: B, for the reception of a loose disk, f,
the inner plate O having an aperture, %, all
said parts being construeted: and combined
for operation substantially in the manner and
for the purpose described.

THOMAS A. TAYLOR.

Witnesses:
F. CURTIS,
W. E. BOARDMAN.




