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Patented Feb. 24, 1925. 1527,716 
UNITED STATES PATENT oFFICE. 

FRANK J. TIPPEN ANDEUGER.PROSSER, OFBIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND, ASSIGNORs 
- - TowILERDELL. 

APPARATUS FoR PRACTICNG TELE GAME oF GoLFANDTHE LTRE. 
i Application Aled, May 21, 1928, seria No. 640,4a1. 

To alluphom it may concerni - 
Beitknown that we, FRANK JoENTIPPEN 

and HUGH KENNEIT PROSSER, subjects of 
the King of Great Britain, residing at 15 
Lottie Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham, in the 
county of Warwick, England, and Wood 
stock Poplar Road, King's Heath, Bir 
mingham, aforesaid, respectively, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in or Relating to Apparatus.for 
Practicing the Game of Golf and the like; 
and we do hereby declare the followingto 

º be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
S 
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S3, 
This invention relates to apparatus for 

practicing golf and likegames and the ob ject of the invention isto provide a simple 
and inexpensive apparatus for restraining 
the fight of a golf ball so as to enable 
practice strokes to be made in a relatively 
confined space such as the garden of a dwell 
inghouse, and for returning the ball auto matically to its original position, thereby 
enabling successive practicestrokes to be 
made without the necessity of replacing the 
ball by hand. - 
Apparatus according to the present inven 

tion comprises a ball adapted to reston or 
above a base member and secured byan 
elastic or other flexible member adapted to 
be placed in tension by movement of the 

i ball. It is preferred that when the ball is 
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at rest on or above the base, the elastic or 
other flexible member shall be under Some 
comparatively slight initial tension and 
When the ball is struck thistensionis con 

I siderably increased So that the ball is 
brought back automatically to a definite 
position. 

It is also preferredito employ a base mem 
ber of hollow construction so that it may 
form a housing for the elastici or fexible 
member and any apparatus associated there 
With. 

It is also preferred to interpose between 
the top of the base member and the ball, a 
si: tee upon which the ball is 
adapted to rest, this tee preferably being 

i made of a material such as rubber so that 
5 
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the clubs will run less risk of damage. 
Referring to the drawings 
Figure iis a perspective view showing 

one form of the apparatus. O 
Figure 2 is a sectional side elevation 

thereof. 

shown. 

Figure 3 is 
modification, Figure 4 is a sectional perspective view 
showing a further modification. 

Figure 5 is a sectional view in side ele 
vation showing a modified form of the ap 
paratus. 
in the construction illustrated in Figures 

a sectional view showing a 

1 and 2, the apparatus comprises a suitable 
ball 1 which may eitherbe an ordinary golf 
ball or may be a specially constructed ball 
of gutta-percha, vulcanized rubber, wood or 
the like and to this ball is attached an 
elastic member 2. The elastic member 2 
may be made of india rubber or other 
elastic material such as springsteel suitably 
coiled and it is i with an en larged 
head 3 which fits into a shouldered hole 4 
in the ball 1. Adiacent the ball, the mem 
ber 2 is preferably of increased diameter as 
e The base member 5 shown in the drawings 
is of tubularformand constitutes a housing 
for the elastic member 2. 
The lower end of the tube 5 is closed by 

a removable screwed plug 6 havinga 
pointed end which facilitates the thrusting 
of the tube 5 in the ground. Within the 
lower part of the tube 5is provided a pulley 
8 around which passes the elastic member 
2. The pulley 8 is not essential and is pro 
vided for the purpose of obtaining a greater 
length of elastic material. frequired the 
length of the member 2 may be still further 
increased by providing one or more addi 
tional pulleysand extending the member 2 
to passaround same. There may be one or 
more pulleys at either end of the tube or 
housing 5. 
The end 9 of the elastic cord 2 is passed 

through a comparatively narrow slot 10 in 
the upper end of the tube 5, the sides of the 
slot, gripping the elastic member so that it 
vill not puli out. 
At the top of the tube 5 is provided a 

fiange 11 which screws into the tube. If re 
quired the screwed portion of the fiange 11 
may be extended so as to nip the end 9 of 
the flexible member 2. Theupper surface 
of this flange is of general convex form 
whist the mouth of the holethrough its cen 
treisfattened or rounded off to give a good 
lead for the flexible member 2 which passes therethrough. 
Interposed between the flange 11 and the 
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, the end9 of the elastic member 2. If re-ball, anchored at the other end to the base 

- or 4, the end 9 may be passed around the 

i 15 

member 20 

i that if the ballis moved, the member 20 will I be automatically placed in tension by the 
spring 22 and theflexible member 20 auto 

25 
I will bring the ball back to its original posi 
hespindie33'idtheother end feed to 

: the hollow drum-21... , 
30 

ball 1is a sleeve-liketee or distance tube 12 
preferably made of rubber or other compara 
tively soft materialso as to reduce the risk. 
of injury to the clubs. , . i 
For the same purpose the flange 11 may 

if required be covered with a rubber cover 
ing member 13 asshown in Figure 3. 
In Figure 4 is shown a clip 14 for securing 
uired instead of securing the end of the 

elastic 9 in the manner shown in Figures 2 

exterior of the tube 5 and the extreme end 
may be tucked under the encircling band. 
Instead of employing a member 2 which 

is elastic or capable of expansion and con-, 
traction by virtue of its own elastic proper 
ties, we mayemploy an inelastic flexible 

Èe igure 5) the inner end of 
which is wound upona spring controlled 
drum 21 mounted on the fixed spindle 23, so 

matically rewindingitself on the drum 21, 

tion. The spring 22 has one end fixed to 

The drum 21is. mounted in an upper cy 
lindrica casing. 24 whichis secured to a 
tubular spilke 25 having apointed end 26 

35 
with a flanged cover 25' having an opening 

which is similar to the member 7 shown in Figure 2. . . . . . . . 
The upper end of the casing24 is provided 

| 26' therethrough for the flexible member 20. 
i The flexible member 20 is anchored to the 

40 

- trolled drum. 
45 

: ground level as shown in Fi 
tice strokesmaythenbe made at the ball and 
the player should develop the habit of con 

ball 1 and an intermediate sleeve like tee 
12 is provided similar to the tee shown in 
Figure 2. The other end of theflexible 

i member 20 is inchored to the spring con 
in use the tube or casing is pushed into . 

the ground until the flangeisslightlybelow 
D gure 2. Prac 

tinuingto look at the appartus until the ball 
: 5o is returned to its original position. l 

i means the common faults of moving the 
head or talking the eye off the ball.just be 

By this 

fore the stroke canbe permanently cured. 
. 55 

In d: the ball makes only a short flight. 
2 quickly returns to its original position. 

. During the stroke the tee isoficourse, fre 

' 60 
i 1. Apparatus for practicing A" " II V 

games comprisingaball; a base member 
substantially the whole of which is adapted 

quently disturbed but this also is automati 
cally returned to the position shownin. 
Figure 2. . . . 
What we claim thenis: golfor like 

to be thrustinto the ground; a flexible mem 
ber connected at one end to the ball and an 

º i 1,82710 
chored at its º: end to the base mem 
ber, and a tee 
the "RE: end of the base member. i 2. Apparatus forpracticing golf or like 
E comprisingaball; a hollow base mem 
er substantially the whole of which is 

adapted to be thrustinto the 
ible member connected at one end to the 

member and being normally enclosed in said 
base member; said flexible imember constitut ing means acting upon the ball to draw it 
back to the base afterithas been struck; and 
a tee located between the ball and the upper 
end of the base member. . M 

3. Apparatus for practicing golf or like 

ground; a flex 

ocated between the ball and 
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games comprising a ball; a base member 
substantially the whole of which is adapted 
to be thrustinto the ground; an elastic flex 
ible member connected atone end to the 
ball, anchored at the other end to the base 
gmember and maintainedinan initial state of 
tension to hold the ball correctlypositioned 
on the base member; said flexible member 
constituting means acting upon the ball to 

i drawit back to the base after it has been 
struck; and a tee located between the ball 
and the upper end of the base member. 

: 4. Apparatus for practicing golf orlike 
games comprisingaball; a hollowbase 
member substantially the whole of whichis 
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adapted to be thrustinto the ground; an 
elastic flexible member normally enclosed in 
Said base member, connected at one end to 
the ball, anchored at the other end to the 
base member and maintainedinan initial 
state of tension to hold theball correctly 
positioned on the base; said flexible member 
constituting means acting upon the ball to 

, drawit back to the base after.it has been 
struck; and a tee located between the ball 
and theupper end of the base member. 

member, adapted to bethrust into the 
ground; an elastic flexible member connect 
ed at one end to the ball, passing within the 
base member and being anchored at its op 
posite, end to the base member; said flex 
ible member constituting means acting upon 
the ball to: drawit back to the base after it 
has been struck: and a pulley mounted for 
rotation'inthelovver part of the base mem 

ulley engaging the elastic flexible ber, said pulley 
:E:": ends and providing 
with the anchorage for the end, spaced an 
chorsaround which the flexible member is 
passed soasto increase its effective : 

6. Apparatus for practicing golf orlike 
games comprisinga ball, a tubular base 
member adapted to be thrust. into the 
ground, a flange forminga partial closure 

0) 

05 

- 5. Apparatus for practicing golf or like 
games comprising a ball; a hollow, base. 
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for the top ofsaid tube, said flange having 
a holetherethrough, a sleeve liketee inter 
mediate the.base and the ball and servingto O 
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support the ball, and a flexible member con 
nected to the ball, passing through the tee 
and having its other end associated with the 
base, said flexible member constituting 
means acting upon the ball to draw it back 
to the base after it has been struck. 

7. Apparatus for practicing golf or like 
games comprising a ball, a tubular base 
member adapted to be thrust into the 
ground, a flange forming a partial closure 
for the top of said tube, said flange having 
a hole therethrough, a sleeve like tee inter 
mediate the base and the ball and serving to 
support the ball, an elastic flexible member 
connected at one end to the ball, passing with 
in the base member and being anchored at 
its opposite end to the base member, said 
flexible member constituting means acting 
upon the ball to draw it back to the base 
after it has been struck; and a pulleymount 
ed for rotation in the lower part of the base 
member, said pulley engaging the elastic 
flexible member between its ends and pro 
viding with the anchorage for the end, 
spaced anchors. around which the flexible 
member is passed so as to increase its effec 
tive length. 

8. Apparatus for practicing golf or like 
games comprising a ball; a flexible member 
connected at one end to the ball, constituting 
means acting upon the ball to return it after 
it has been struck; a hollow base member 
substantially the whole of which is adapted 
to be thrust into the ground, said base mem 
ber having a slot in its upper part forming 
an anchorage for the end of the flexible 
member; and a pulley mounted for rotation 
in the lower part of the base member, said 
pulley engaging the elastic flexible member 
between its ends and providing with the 
anchorage for the end, spaced anchors 
around which the flexible member is passed 
so as to increase its effective length. 

9. Apparatus for practicing golf or like 
games comprising a ball; a flexible member 
connected at one end to the ball, constitut 
ing means acting upon the ball to return it 
after it has been struck; a hollow base mem 
ber substantially the whole of which is 
adapted to be thrust into the ground, said 
base member having a slot in its upper part 
forming an anchorage for the end of the 
flexible member; an external clip on the base 
engaging with the free end of the flexible 
member; and a pulley mounted for rotation 

in the lower part of the base member, said 
pulley engaging the elastic flexible member 
between its ends and providing with the 
anchorage for the end, spaced anchors 
around which the flexible member is passed 
so as to increase its effective length. 

10. Apparatus for practicing golf or like 
games comprising a ball, a tubular base 
member adapted to be thrust into the 
ground, a flange forming a partial closure 
for the top of said tube, said flange having 
a hole therethrough, a cover on said flange, 
a sleeve like tee intermediate the base and 
the ball and serving to support the ball, 
and a flexible member connected to the ball, 
passing through the tee and having its other 
èndassociated with the base, said flexible 
member constituting means acting upon the 
ball to draw it back to the base after it has 
been struck. 

11. Apparatus for practicing golf or like 
games comprising a ball, a tubular base 
member adapted to thrustinto the ground, 
a spike at the lower end of said base, and a 
flexible member connected to the ball and 
associated with the base member, said flex 
ible member constituting means acting upon 
the ball to drawit back to the base after it 
has been struck. 

12. Apparatus for practicing golf orlike 
games comprisng a ball, a tubular base 
member adapted to be thrust into the 
ground, a spike at the lower end of Said base, 
a flange forming a partial closure for the 
top of said tube, said flange having a hole 
therethrough, a sleeve liketee intermediate 
the base and the ball and serving to Support 
the ball, an elastic flexible member con 
nected at one end to the ball and passin 
within the base means for anchoring the en 
of said flexible member to the base, said 
flexible member constituting means acting 
upon the ball to draw it back to the base 
after it has beenstruck and a pulley mounted 
for rotation in the lower part of the base 
member, said pulley engaging the elastic 
flexible member between its ends and pro 
viding with the anchorage for the end, 
spaced anchors around which the flexible 
member is passed so as to increase its effec 
tive length. 

In witness wherof we affix or signatures. 
F. J. TIPPEN. 
H. K. PROSSER. 
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