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. To all whom it may concern:

T hereby declare the

15

25

30

40

45

B0

UNTIED STATES PATEN OFFICE.

ANDREW J. ’WILSON, OF CLEVELAND, 0HIO, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF T0 VALENTINE
STEPHAN, OF CLEVELAND, GHIO. ’ : ’

TOY.
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. Specification of Letlers Patent.

Patented Jan. 2,1912.

Application filed January 27, 1911, Serial No. 605,021

Beo it known that I, Axprew J. WiLsox, a
citizen of the United States, and resident of
Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Toys, of which
following to be a full,
clear, and exact description, such ‘as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to malke and use the same. -

The objects of the invention are fo provide
a toy catapult for sharply propelling small
articles such as peas or shot and of such sim-
plicity of construction that it can readily be
used by the youngest child. .

The device is provided with a handle por-
tion with an elastic portion and a-rigid abut-
ment against which the propelling portion is
adapted to strike sharply and thereby pro-

_vide the reaction necessary to give additional

impetus to the missile. . _
Thé invention is hereinafter further de-
scribed, shown in the accompanymg draw-

ings apd specifically. pointed out in the.

claims.” ‘
Tn the accompanying drawings Figure 1 is
a side elevation of the device whic shows
in dotted lines the position in which. the
clastic member is pulled back before liberat-
ing it to throw the missile; Fig. 2 is a front
elevation thereof, and Fig. 3 is a plan view
looking from above; Fig. 4 is a side eleva-
tion of a modified form showing a separate
spring member. : ' R
“In these views A is a praferably cylin-
drical rod formed of elastic material such as

- wood in which the grain is very straight and

which is possessed of great strength and
elasticity ; such wood may be oak, hickery,
ash, cypress, spruce or any one of the num-
ber of other varieties which are well qualified
for use in this manner. This rod forms a

“rigid handle and is provided with a long*-

tudinal saw kerf B located at one side of the

axial center so as to provide an elastic pro-

¢lling member C which is thus made inte-
gral with the handle portion. The handle
portion is cut away at the npper end so as
to leave a -substantial length D of the pro-
pelling member projecting beyond it, Cen-

trally upon this projecting end of the pro-

‘pelling member is affixed & shallow cup B

adapted to hold temporarily the ball'or other -

‘missile to be discharged from the catapult.
The extremity F of the handle forms an
abutment against which the propelling mem-
ber sirikes. . ' :
- The propelling member is preferably
wider af the bottom than at the outer edgeto
give it increased strength and durability and
to obtain this result the saw kerf can be made
slightly inclined to the axis of the rod or
the base of the handle can be made broader
in-the outer end.

The action of the device is very pro-
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nounced and may be described as follows:

When the outer end of the propelling mem-
ber is pulled back as shown in dotted lines

in Fig. 1, and the ball placed in the eup and

the propelling member is released it will
spring back to the vertical position and

70

strike sharply against the abutment F of the

handle. The reaction occurring .from the

sudden blow will propel the missile to seme . .

distance. The distance of the cup from the

top of the handle is preferably that shown.
but may be varied to vary the amount of.

reaction obtained upon themissile. The Iit-
tle cup E can be attached to the extremity of

the propelling member in any manner
-desired. :

In Fig. 4 is shown a separate spring mem-
ber ¢ attached by means of screws G, G,
to the handle A.- This member may be
formed of metal if desired and a pocket E’
may be stamped therein in the projecting
portion D’.
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Having described the invention what T

claim as new and
Patent is—

1. As an article of manufacture; a toy
catapult, comprising, a handle composed O
o hard elastic material such as wood, said

handle provided with a longitudinal saw’
being:

kerf near one edge, said saw kerf
dingonal to the side of said handle, the de~
tached portion slanting upward
vided with a narrow extremity

cup centrally secured to said projecting por-
tion. ’

9. As an article of manufacture, a toy
catapult, comprising, a handle portion com-

posed of hard elastic material having a lon-

and pro-
extending
beyond the body of the handle, and a missile’

desire to secure by Letters =

90

9%

160



[») - 11,018,350

gitudinal crram such as hard wood,- said | - In testimony. whereof, I hereunto set my
“handle havmg a saw kerf exteildmgh]ongb hand this 13th day of January, 1911,
tudinally and partially therethrough near '
one ed")l;, and l?eut, dlggonally to the said : ANDRDW J. WILSON.

6 grain of the wood, and the thinnest portion | In presence of—
of the detached portlon extendlng above the Geo. S. Corg,
body of the handle. - Wwu. M. Moxrok.




