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To all whom it mdy .concern: S

Be it known that I, RUSSELL B, FULLER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Hol-
land, in the county of Ottawa and State of
Michigan, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Work Conveying and
Presenting Mechanism; and I do hereby de-

.clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-

act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
mechanisms for conveying and presenting the
materials to be operated upon to nailing-ma-
chines, presses, and like machines; and the
particular device herein shown and llustrat-
ing my invention is especially adapted to op-
erate in conjunction with a nailing-machine,
and the material operated upon, as shown, is
basket-tops to be used with what is commonly
known as the * Climax” fruit-basket. -

The object of my invention is to provide
the automatic means for conveying the stock
to be operated upon with improved means
for holding the same’in place while being
nailed or otherwise operated upon by the ma-
chine and automatically releasing and dis-
charging the stock after it has been operated:
upon. : :

My invention consists, essentially, in pro-
viding the machine having an endless belt or
apron consisting of narrow transverse slats
flexibly connected in series and traversing
the bed of the machine and providing certain’
groups of these slats with improved holding
means to engage the opposite sides of mate-
rial to beoperated upon and in certain details
of construction and arrangement of parts, as
hereinafter more fully deseribed,and particu-
larly pointed out-in the claims, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, in
which— -~ = = '

Figure 1 is a’ longitudinal vertical section
of a device embodying my invention, taken
ontheline11 of Figs. 2and 8; Fig. 2, a trans-
verse section of the same on the.line 2 2 of
Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a plan of one group of slats
and the stock supported thereby; Fig. 4, an

" end elevation of the same with a-part breken

Serial No, 54,664, (Nomodel)) )

away, and Fig. 5 a
basket-top. . '

Like letters refer to like partsin all the fig-
ures.

persbective of a finished

machine, press, or other analogous machine;
B, the nailing-head or other operating mem-
ber of the machine adapted to nail .or other-
wise operate upon the stock.

A'is an extension of thebed A, above which
extension the stock is placed and assembled
in the holders. :

CC are V-trackson the beds A and A’, on
which tracks the apron is movably supported.
This apron consists of a continnous series of
transverse slats I, attached to'the links of
endless sprocket-chains E, one slat to oppos-
ing links in the respective chains.

At each end of the bed or table A A’ are
sprocket- wheels. D, engaging . the sprocket-
chains E and mounted on shafts D' D', one

A represents the bed or trabl'e_ of a nailing--
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of which shafts is provided with any conven- -

ient means (not shown) of imparting inter-
mittent rotary motion thereto sufficient to
carry the apron forward at each movement a
suitable distance to successively bring each
basket-top or other article under the mem-

- ber B.

Upon the bottom of eachslat F are blocks
G, having V-grooves to fit the track C and
slide thereon. These blocks and tracks also
afford a solid support to sustain the pressure
or blow exerted by the member B. In the de-

-vice shown, each successive group of four

slats constitute a section adapted to hold the
material for a basket-top and is provided with
the following means for holding the same:
blocks H, having projections I to engage the

‘respective sides of the top strips J and hold

the same in place, posts N to engage the ends
of the segments K, springs M to engage the
ends of the segments opposite the posts N.
These posts N and springs M are attached to
the outer sides of the outer slats of the group
and upwardly-projecting pins L also inserted
in the slats to engage the outer side of the

segments K and properly locate the same.

Beneath the middle of each segment is a con-
ical thimble O to receive a long nail P, used
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to secure the top in place on the basket.
These thimbles are embedded in the adjacent

. sides of the middle slats, (of the group of
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four,) one-half in each, and secured to one
slat only by a suitable serew or fastening, as
shown in Fig. 4.

The extension A’ and the apron are made
of sufficient length to accommodate a suffi-
cient number of operators to place the stock
in the holders as the apron traverses the ex-
tension A’. The segments IC and top strips
J will all be securely held aslong as the apron
is in a horizontal plane, and when a group of
slats pass over the sprocket-wheels D said
slats are separated and project radially from
the axis of the shaft D'. This position sepa-
rates the holding means and automatically
discharges the stock therefrom.

From the foregoing description the opera-
tion of my device will be readily understood
without further explanation.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination of sprocket - chains,
wheels engaging the chains, transverse slats
attached to opposing links in the chains and
arranged in groups, posts attached to a slat
at one side of the group, springs attached to
a slat at the opposite side of the group, pins
in the slats, and blocks on the respective slats

694,467

and having upward projections to engage op-
posite sides of the stock, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. In combination with a nailing-machine,
an endless apron, consisting of  transverse
slats pivotally conneeted to each other and
arranged in groups of four, one slat having
posts pins, and blocks, to engage one side of
the stock, one slat having springs, pins, and
blocks to engage the opposite side of thestoeck,
two of said slats having blocks to engage the
stock, and thimbles between the middle slats
and attached toone of thesame, substantially
as described.

3. The following means for holding basket-
tops to be nailed: four slats pivotally con-
nected to each other in series, posts at one
side of the series to engage the ends of the
segments, springs at the otherside of the se-
ries to engage the. opposite ends of the seg-
ments, pins in the outer slats to engage the
outside of the segments, and blocks on each
slat having upward projections to engage the
opposite sides of the top strips, substantially
as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

, RUSSELL B. FULLER.

Witnesses:

" Jos. H. SCHUELLER,

PALMER A. JONES,.
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