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7o all whom it inay concerr:

Beitknown that I, EBENEZER S. JENNINGS,
of Nelsonville, in the county of Athens and
State of Ohio, have invented a new and Im-

5 proved Chain Belt, of which the following is
a full, clear, and exact deseription.

This invention relates to chain. belts of the
class wherein the several links constituting
the belt are held from accidental displace-

ro ment, and can be separated only by pur-
posely moving the parts to an abnormal po-
sition, which the force of -gravity would pre-
vent the links or parts of the belt from as-
suming without the application of a properly
15 directing power.

The invention consists, essentially, of a link
of novel construction combined with a coupler
adapted to connect two adjacent links, the
parts being constructed and arranged in a

20 manner to be hereinafter described, and spe-
cifically pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi-
cation, in which similar figures and letters of

25 reference indicate corresponding parts in all
the views. .

Figure 1 is a plan view of a section of a
belt embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a
longitudinal sectional view on line x z, Fig.

3o 1. Fig. 3 is a side view of a portion of the
chain, representing the parts as they would
appear when the links were to be coupled;
and Fig. 4 is a sectional detail view on line y

"y of Fig. 5.

35 In the drawings, 10 and 10* represent links,

wherein the side lengths b are formed with
inwardly-estending projections 11, while the
end bars ¢ are centrally flattened to form re-
cesses d. All the links of the chain belt are
constructed in the manner above described.

In order that the links may be connected, I

provide a coupling-block 12, formed with two
circular recesses e and with jaws f, which
overhang the recesses and are formed with

45 projections g. The central rib n, by which

the recesses ¢ are divided, is formed with
shoulders 5, between which there is an up-

wardly-extending projection 7.

In connecting the links and the coupler
thelink upon the left of the coupler isadjusted
to about the angle indicated by the dotted
line marked oin Fig. 2, and, being so adjusted,
the projection g of the overhanging jaw f
will register with one of the link-recesses d,
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the other link-recess registering with the coup- 55
ler projection 4, and this register of the parts
being brought about the link may be slipped
downward in the direction of the arrow shown
in Fig. 2, until the right-hand cross-bar of
the link rests within the left-hand coupler- 6o
recess e. Then the link may be turned over
into the position in which it is shown in Fig.
2. The second link isconnected in a similar
manner, and the links having been so con-
nected they can only be disconnected by turn- 65
ing one of the links upover the coupler until
its recesses d vegister with the coupler pro-
jections ¢ and 4, or the coupler be turned
down to the position in whieh it is shown in
Fig. 3, to bring about the desired register. 76
The link projections 11 prevent.the un-
coupling of the parts should the links move
to the position indicated by the dotted line

p in Tig. 2, as any upward movement of the

links after they have been moved to this po- 75
sition would bring said projections 11 to bear
upon the coupler, and all faurther upward
movement of the link would be prevented.

But very little slackis required fo uncouple
a chain constructed as above set forth, and
the chain is withal exceedingly flexible. A
chain as above constructed could be used as
a driving-chain, a conveyer-chain, an ele-
vator-chain, or in any other desired way.

Having thus described my invention, Ielaim 35
asnewand desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. The combination, with links 10 and 107,
formed with recesses d, of a coupler formed
with recesses e, a central rib»n, and overhang-
ing jaws f,having projections g, substantially
as described.

2. The combination, with the links 10 and
10*, formed with the recesses d, of a coup-
ler formed with the recesses e, the jaws f,
having projections ¢, and the central rib n, 95
having the projeclion ¢, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. The combination, with links formed with
projections 11 and recesses d, of a coupler
formed with recesses e, a central rib n, hav-
ing a projection 7, and jaws f, which overhang
the recesses and aré formed with projections.
g, substantially as described.

EBENEZER S. JENNINGS.
Witnesses:

J. 1. PRITCHARD,
CHAS. A, CABLE.
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