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capabilities

(57) Embodiments herein relate to a method and ar-
rangement (1) for handover warning in a vehicle (3) hav-
ing autonomous driving capabilities and a vehicle con-
troller (3) arranged to control unmanned autonomous
travel. Monitoring means (4) are arranged to monitor if
there is a need to transition from unmanned autonomous
travel to manual control of the vehicle (2). A detecting
arrangement (5) is arranged to monitor a vehicle driver
(6) and evaluate the vehicle driver’s readiness to assume
the act of driving the vehicle (2). A warning arrangement
(7) is arranged to provide warning information when driv-
er-handover is requested by the monitoring means (4),
which warning arrangement (7) is further arranged to
adapt warning information timing in respect to the eval-
uated vehicle driver’s readiness to assume the act of driv-
ing the vehicle (2). A warning output system (8) is ar-
ranged to output the time adapted warning information
to a vehicle (2) passenger compartment (9).
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] Embodiments herein relate to an arrangement
for handover warning in a vehicle having autonomous
driving capabilities.
[0002] Further embodiments herein relate to a method
for handover warning in a vehicle having autonomous
driving capabilities.
[0003] Still further embodiments herein relate to a ve-
hicle having autonomous driving capabilities comprising
an arrangement for handover warning.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0004] One area of automotive vehicle technology that
is evolving rapidly is the area of autonomous or semi-
autonomous drive capabilities. This is enabled through
the introduction of sensors, for sensing vehicle parame-
ters and surroundings, and actuators, for controlling dif-
ferent vehicle functionalities, such as steering, throttling
and braking. Increased on-board data processing capa-
bilities ties together these sensors and actuators such
that the autonomous or semi-autonomous drive capabil-
ities are enabled.
[0005] When the vehicle runs in autonomous mode,
which means the driver does not perform maneuvers, it
usually requires multiple data sources as inputs to per-
form the autonomous driving, such as detection of sur-
rounding vehicles, traffic lanes, obstacles, data from nav-
igation systems and so on. However, should one or more
of these inputs not be available, there might not be suf-
ficient information to perform autonomous driving. In
such cases a driver-handover may be requested in order
to ensure road safety.
[0006] A previous document, US8433470, relates to a
user interface for displaying an internal state of an au-
tonomous driving system. In the event of an emergency
situation identified by a control computer of the automat-
ed vehicle, it may immediately convey this information to
a passenger in a variety of ways. For example, if the
control computer is no longer able to control the vehicle
safely, illuminated indicators may change color, to inform
the user of the immediate need to take control of the
steering wheel. The control computer may also send au-
dio alerts to the passenger stating that there is an emer-
gency and the passenger is required to take control of
the steering wheel. The control computer may further use
cameras to scan the passenger’s eyes and/or other fea-
tures. If the control computer determines that the eyes
are closed or the body is slumped over (e.g. the passen-
ger is sleeping or under the influence of drugs or alcohol),
the control computer may take emergency control of the
vehicle and use audible alerts to wake or otherwise get
the attention of the driver.
[0007] However, during autonomous driving a vehicle
driver may be otherwise occupied e.g. resting, reading,

watching a movie or similar, which depending on the cir-
cumstances will affect the vehicle driver’s readiness to
respond to a request to assume manual control of the
vehicle.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] Embodiments herein aim to provide an im-
proved arrangement for handover warning in a vehicle
having autonomous driving capabilities and a vehicle
controller arranged to control unmanned autonomous
travel.
[0009] This is provided through an arrangement com-
prising: monitoring means, arranged to monitor if there
is a need to transition from unmanned autonomous travel
to manual control of the vehicle; a detecting arrangement,
arranged to monitor a vehicle driver and evaluate the
vehicle driver’s readiness to assume the act of driving
the vehicle; a warning arrangement, arranged to provide
warning information when driver-handover is requested
by the monitoring means, which warning arrangement is
further arranged to adapt warning information timing in
respect to the evaluated vehicle driver’s readiness to as-
sume the act of driving the vehicle; a warning output sys-
tem, arranged to output the time adapted warning infor-
mation to a vehicle passenger compartment.
[0010] Utilizing an arrangement of the above kind pro-
vides for ensuring that an inactive vehicle driver is given
adequate time to prepare for a handover from unmanned
autonomous travel to manual control of the vehicle.
[0011] According to a second aspect the warning ar-
rangement is further arranged to adapt warning informa-
tion timing such that the warning output system will output
the warning information earlier if the vehicle driver’s read-
iness to assume the act of driving the vehicle is detected
as low, and later if the vehicle driver’s readiness to as-
sume the act of driving the vehicle is detected as high.
[0012] Through adapting the warning information tim-
ing as above is provided for tailoring the amount of time
given an inactive vehicle driver to prepare for a handover
from unmanned autonomous travel to manual control of
the vehicle to the current readiness level of the vehicle
driver.
[0013] According to a third aspect the warning arrange-
ment is further arranged to adapt warning information
emergency such that the warning output system will out-
put the warning information with higher emergency if the
vehicle driver’s readiness to assume the act of driving
the vehicle is detected as low, and lower emergency if
the vehicle driver’s readiness to assume the act of driving
the vehicle is detected as high.
[0014] Through adapting the warning information
emergency as above is provided for tailoring the emer-
gency level of the warning information to the current read-
iness level of the vehicle driver, such that the emergency
of the warning information corresponds to the amount of
time given an inactive vehicle driver to prepare for a
handover from unmanned autonomous travel to manual
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control of the vehicle.
[0015] According to a fourth aspect the detecting ar-
rangement further comprises driver monitoring sensors
and input arrangements comprising at least one of a driv-
er monitoring camera, a steering wheel torque sensor
and a seat position detection arrangement.
[0016] The provision of driver monitoring sensors and
input arrangements as above provides for qualitative de-
termination of the current readiness level of the vehicle
driver.
[0017] According to a fifth aspect the monitoring means
are arranged to monitor the availability of inputs to the
vehicle controller for monitoring if these are sufficient for
maintaining unmanned autonomous travel of the vehicle
or if there is a need to transition from unmanned auton-
omous travel to manual control of the vehicle.
[0018] The provision of monitoring if inputs to the ve-
hicle controller are sufficient for maintaining unmanned
autonomous travel of the vehicle provides the monitoring
means with a qualitative base for its driver-handover re-
quests.
[0019] According to a sixth aspect the monitoring
means are arranged to monitor the availability of inputs
to the vehicle controller comprising inputs from at least
one of onboard systems for detection of surrounding ve-
hicles, detection of traffic lanes, detection of obstacles
and systems for providing navigation data.
[0020] The provision of monitoring the availability of
inputs from at least one of onboard systems for detection
of surrounding vehicles, detection of traffic lanes, detec-
tion of obstacles and systems for providing navigation
data provides the monitoring means with a qualitative
base for its driver-handover requests.
[0021] According to a seventh aspect the detecting ar-
rangement further comprises driver monitoring sensors
and input arrangements comprising a driver gaze direc-
tion determining arrangement.
[0022] The provision of a driver gaze direction deter-
mining arrangement provides for determining if the driv-
er’s eyes are on or off the road, which is useful for eval-
uating the vehicle driver’s readiness to assume the act
of driving the vehicle.
[0023] According to an eight aspect the warning output
system, is arranged to output the time adapted warning
information to the vehicle passenger compartment as at
least one of a visual warning, an audio warning and a
haptic warning.
[0024] The provision of the time adapted warning in-
formation as at least one of a visual warning, an audio
warning and a haptic warning provides for a high degree
of certainty that the vehicle driver will be able to perceive
the warning information.
[0025] According to a ninth aspect a motor vehicle hav-
ing autonomous driving capabilities is provided which
comprises an arrangement for handover warning, as de-
scribed herein.
[0026] A motor vehicle having autonomous driving ca-
pabilities comprising an arrangement for handover warn-

ing, as described herein, will ensure that an inactive ve-
hicle driver is given adequate time to prepare for a hando-
ver from unmanned autonomous travel to manual control
of the vehicle.
[0027] According to a tenth aspect is further provided
a method for handover warning in a vehicle having au-
tonomous driving capabilities and a vehicle controller,
arranged to control unmanned autonomous travel.
[0028] This is provided through a method comprising
the steps of: monitoring if there is a need to transition
from unmanned autonomous travel to manual control of
the vehicle using monitoring means; monitoring a vehicle
driver and evaluating the vehicle driver’s readiness to
assume the act of driving the vehicle using a detecting
arrangement; providing warning information when driver-
handover is requested by the monitoring means, and
adapting warning information timing in respect to the
evaluated vehicle driver’s readiness to assume the act
of driving the vehicle using a warning arrangement; and
outputting the time adapted warning information to a ve-
hicle passenger compartment using a warning output
system.
[0029] Utilizing a method for handover warning in a
vehicle having autonomous driving capabilities as above
provides for an efficient method that allows for ensuring
that an inactive vehicle driver is given adequate time to
prepare for a handover from unmanned autonomous
travel to manual control of the vehicle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0030] In the following, embodiments herein will be de-
scribed in greater detail by way of example only with ref-
erence to attached drawings, in which

Fig. 1 is a schematic illustration of a vehicle having
autonomous driving capabilities comprising an ar-
rangement for handover warning according to em-
bodiments hereof.

Fig. 2 is a schematic illustration of an arrangement
for handover warning in a vehicle having autono-
mous driving capabilities according to figure 1.

[0031] Still other objects and features of embodiments
herein will become apparent from the following detailed
description considered in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings. It is to be understood, however, that the
drawings are designed solely for purposes of illustration
and not as a definition of the limits hereof, for which ref-
erence should be made to the appended claims. It should
be further understood that the drawings are not neces-
sarily drawn to scale and that, unless otherwise indicated,
they are merely intended to conceptually illustrate the
structures and procedures described herein. Like refer-
ence numerals designate like elements throughout the
specification. In the specification, unless explicitly de-
scribed to the contrary, the word "comprise" and varia-
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tions such as "comprises" or "comprising" will be under-
stood to imply the inclusion of stated elements but not
the exclusion of any other elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0032] Figure 1 is a schematic illustration of a vehicle
2 having autonomous driving capabilities comprising an
arrangement 1 for handover warning according to em-
bodiments hereof.
[0033] For simplicity only passenger car vehicles 2 will
be considered in the following description. However, the
teachings provided herein may be expanded to consider
commercial vehicles, such as buses, trucks and similar
vehicles having autonomous driving capabilities, without
loss of generality.
[0034] Figure 2 illustrates the arrangement 1 for
handover warning in a vehicle 2 having autonomous driv-
ing capabilities and a vehicle controller 3, arranged to
control unmanned autonomous travel according to an
exemplary embodiment.
[0035] A vehicle 2 having autonomous driving capabil-
ities will include a vehicle controller 3 for controlling un-
manned autonomous driving. The vehicle controller 3 will
e.g. pursue a route to a final destination, and control the
vehicle 2 so that the vehicle 2 can perform autonomous
driving along the route to the final destination in an un-
manned manner. Usually, when a fixed or movable ob-
stacle is present in the route to the final destination, the
vehicle controller 3 will detect the object, using vehicle 2
sensor systems (not shown) such as one or more of a
Radio Detection And Ranging (RADAR) sensor, a Light
Detection And Ranging (LIDAR) sensor, a Light Amplifi-
cation by Stimulated Emission of Radiation (LASER) sen-
sor, an ultrasound sensor, an infrared sensor, an image
sensor, or any combination thereof. Thereafter the vehi-
cle controller 3 will control vehicle 2 actuators (not
shown), such as steering, braking and throttle actuators,
in order to avoid the detected obstacle, or temporarily
halt vehicle 2 travel in order to avoid a collision with the
detected object.
[0036] The arrangement 1 comprises monitoring
means 4, arranged to monitor if there is a need to tran-
sition from unmanned autonomous travel to manual con-
trol of the vehicle 2. These monitoring means may com-
prise a processor (not shown), which is arranged to mon-
itor one or more vehicle parameters while the vehicle 2
is performing autonomous driving. The term parameter
is here used to identify a characteristic, a feature, a meas-
urable factor or any other kind of recordable data which
relates to a scenario where the vehicle 2 is performing
autonomous driving.
[0037] A detecting arrangement 5, is arranged to mon-
itor a vehicle driver 6 and evaluate the vehicle driver’s
readiness to assume the act of driving the vehicle 2. The
vehicle driver’s readiness to assume the act of driving
the vehicle 2 may be detected as low or high, or graded

anywhere there in-between. Evaluation of the vehicle
driver’s 6 readiness to assume the act of driving the ve-
hicle 2 may be evaluated in dependence on whether the
vehicle driver 6 is assuming a posture appropriate for the
driving situation with respect to operating controls of the
vehicle 2, such as steering wheel and pedals.
[0038] A warning arrangement 7, is arranged to pro-
vide warning information when driver-handover is re-
quested by the monitoring means 4. The warning ar-
rangement 7 is further arranged to adapt warning infor-
mation timing in respect to the evaluated vehicle driver’s
readiness to assume the act of driving the vehicle 2.
[0039] A warning output system 8, is arranged to output
the time adapted warning information (illustrated in figure
2 by arrow 12) to a vehicle 2 passenger compartment 9.
In some embodiments hereof the warning output system
8, is arranged to output the time adapted warning infor-
mation to the vehicle 2 passenger compartment 9 as at
least one of a visual warning, an audio warning and a
haptic warning.
[0040] In case of visual warning information, it may for
example be output by means of one or more lamps or
display devices (nor shown). In case of audio warning
information, it may for example be output by one or more
speakers or horns in the form of e.g. a signal tone or
voice announcement. In case of haptic warning informa-
tion, it may for example be provided through vibrating the
steering wheel, the driver seat or the accelerator pedal.
[0041] In a further embodiment hereof the warning ar-
rangement 7 is arranged to adapt warning information
timing such that the warning output system 8 will output
the warning information earlier if the vehicle driver’s read-
iness to assume the act of driving the vehicle 2 is detected
as low, and later if the vehicle driver’s readiness to as-
sume the act of driving the vehicle 2 is detected as high.
[0042] Warning information timing may be adapted
continuously should the evaluated vehicle driver’s 6 read-
iness to assume the act of driving the vehicle 2 be graded
anywhere in-between low or high and corresponding to
the current grading. This enables a linear tailoring of the
amount of time given an inactive vehicle driver 6 to pre-
pare for a handover from unmanned autonomous travel
to manual control of the vehicle 2 to a current readiness
level of the vehicle driver 6.
[0043] In a still further embodiment hereof the warning
arrangement 7 is arranged to adapt warning information
emergency such that the warning output system 8 will
output the warning information with higher emergency if
the vehicle driver’s readiness to assume the act of driving
the vehicle 2 is detected as low, and lower emergency if
the vehicle driver’s readiness to assume the act of driving
the vehicle 2 is detected as high.
[0044] Warning information emergency may be adapt-
ed continuously should the evaluated vehicle driver’s 6
readiness to assume the act of driving the vehicle 2 be
graded anywhere in-between low or high and corre-
sponding to the current grading. This enables a linear
tailoring of the emergency of the warning information
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which corresponds to the amount of time given an inac-
tive vehicle driver 6 to prepare for a handover from un-
manned autonomous travel to manual control of the ve-
hicle 2.
[0045] In certain embodiments hereof the detecting ar-
rangement 5 further comprises driver monitoring sensors
and input arrangements (illustrated in figure 2 by arrow
11) comprising at least one of a driver monitoring camera
5a, a steering wheel torque sensor 5b and a seat position
detection arrangement 5c. The driver monitoring camera
5a may comprise processing means for performing im-
age analysis, e.g. for determining a position of the vehicle
driver 6. Use of driver monitoring sensors and input ar-
rangements of the above described kinds provides for
qualitative determination of the current readiness level
of the vehicle driver 6.
[0046] In embodiments hereof the monitoring means
4 are arranged to monitor the availability of inputs to the
vehicle controller 3 for monitoring if these are sufficient
for maintaining unmanned autonomous travel of the ve-
hicle 2 or if there is a need to transition from unmanned
autonomous travel to manual control of the vehicle 2.
[0047] According to some embodiments hereof the
monitoring means 4 are arranged to monitor the availa-
bility of inputs (illustrated in figure 2 by arrow 10) to the
vehicle controller 3 comprising inputs from at least one
of onboard systems for detection of surrounding vehicles,
detection of traffic lanes, detection of obstacles and sys-
tems for providing navigation data. Onboard systems of
the above kind may comprise systems such as a navi-
gation system, such as a global positioning system (GPS)
or equivalent, cruise control systems, so-called ACC
(Adaptive Cruise Control) systems, which monitor the
front area of the vehicle 2, with the aid of e.g. a radar
sensor, and automatically regulate the distance to a pre-
ceding vehicle, as well as automatic lane-keeping sys-
tems and combinations of such systems.
[0048] In further embodiments hereof the detecting ar-
rangement 5 further comprises driver monitoring sensors
and input arrangements comprising a driver gaze direc-
tion determining arrangement 5a1. Hereby, for instance,
it may be determined by the arrangement 1 for handover
warning that a driver 6 whose eyes are off the road will
have lower readiness of responding when the vehicle 2
cannot perform autonomous driving. In such a situation,
the apparatus will present warning information earlier and
give the driver 6 longer time to prepare for the handover
of the task of manually driving the vehicle 2.
[0049] According to the present application is also en-
visaged a motor vehicle 2 having autonomous driving
capabilities and a vehicle controller 3 arranged to control
unmanned autonomous travel that comprises an ar-
rangement 1 for handover warning, as described herein.
[0050] Further, according to the present application is
also envisaged a method for handover warning in a ve-
hicle 2 having autonomous driving capabilities and a ve-
hicle controller 3 arranged to control unmanned autono-
mous travel. The proposed method comprises the steps

of: monitoring if there is a need to transition from un-
manned autonomous travel to manual control of the ve-
hicle 2 using monitoring means 4; monitoring a vehicle
driver 6 and evaluating the vehicle driver’s readiness to
assume the act of driving the vehicle 2 using a detecting
arrangement 5; providing warning information when driv-
er-handover is requested by the monitoring means 4, and
adapting warning information timing in respect to the
evaluated vehicle driver’s readiness to assume the act
of driving the vehicle 2 using a warning arrangement 7;
and outputting the time adapted warning information to
a vehicle 2 passenger compartment 9 using a warning
output system 8.
[0051] In accordance with the teachings hereof, use of
vehicles 2 having autonomous driving capabilities with
the proposed arrangement 1 for handover warning will
ensure that an inactive vehicle driver 6 is given adequate
time to prepare for a handover from unmanned autono-
mous travel to manual control of the vehicle 2.
[0052] Furthermore, accidents can be avoided as a
driver 6 of an autonomously controlled vehicle 2 will be
provided warning information such that a timely respond
can be made by the driver should a request to assume
manual control of the vehicle 2 be issued.
[0053] Although the above description only describes
passenger car vehicles 2, the teachings provided herein
may, without loss of generality, be expanded to consider
commercial vehicles, such as buses, trucks and similar
vehicles having autonomous driving capabilities, without
loss of generality. The above-described embodiments
may be varied within the scope of the following claims.
[0054] Thus, while there have been shown and de-
scribed and pointed out fundamental novel features of
the embodiments herein, it will be understood that vari-
ous omissions and substitutions and changes in the form
and details of the devices illustrated, and in their opera-
tion, may be made by those skilled in the art. For example,
it is expressly intended that all combinations of those
elements and/or method steps which perform substan-
tially the same function in substantially the same way to
achieve the same results are equivalent. Moreover, it
should be recognized that structures and/or elements
and/or method steps shown and/or described in connec-
tion with any disclosed form or embodiment herein may
be incorporated in any other disclosed or described or
suggested form or embodiment as a general matter of
design choice.

Claims

1. An arrangement (1) for handover warning in a vehicle
(2) having autonomous driving capabilities and a ve-
hicle controller (3) arranged to control unmanned au-
tonomous travel,
characterized in that it comprises:

monitoring means (4), arranged to monitor if
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there is a need to transition from unmanned au-
tonomous travel to manual control of the vehicle
(2);
a detecting arrangement (5), arranged to mon-
itor a vehicle driver (6) and evaluate the vehicle
driver’s readiness to assume the act of driving
the vehicle (2);
a warning arrangement (7), arranged to provide
warning information when driver-handover is re-
quested by the monitoring means (4), which
warning arrangement (7) is further arranged to
adapt warning information timing in respect to
the evaluated vehicle driver’s readiness to as-
sume the act of driving the vehicle (2);
a warning output system (8), arranged to output
the time adapted warning information to a vehi-
cle (2) passenger compartment (9).

2. An arrangement (1) according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that the warning arrangement (7) further
is arranged to adapt warning information timing such
that the warning output system (8) will output the
warning information earlier if the vehicle driver’s
readiness to assume the act of driving the vehicle
(2) is detected as low, and later if the vehicle driver’s
readiness to assume the act of driving the vehicle
(2) is detected as high.

3. An arrangement (1) according to any one of claims
1 or 2, characterized in that that the warning ar-
rangement (7) further is arranged to adapt warning
information emergency such that the warning output
system (8) will output the warning information with
higher emergency if the vehicle driver’s readiness to
assume the act of driving the vehicle (2) is detected
as low, and lower emergency if the vehicle driver’s
readiness to assume the act of driving the vehicle
(2) is detected as high.

4. An arrangement (1) according to any one of claims
1 - 3, characterized in that the detecting arrange-
ment (5) further comprises driver monitoring sensors
and input arrangements comprising at least one of
a driver monitoring camera (5a), a steering wheel
torque sensor (5b) and a seat position detection ar-
rangement (5c).

5. An arrangement (1) according to any one of claims
1 - 4, characterized in that the monitoring means
(4) are arranged to monitor the availability of inputs
to the vehicle controller (3) for monitoring if these are
sufficient for maintaining unmanned autonomous
travel of the vehicle (2) or if there is a need to tran-
sition from unmanned autonomous travel to manual
control of the vehicle (2).

6. An arrangement (1) according to claim 5, charac-
terized in that the monitoring means (4) are ar-

ranged to monitor the availability of inputs to the ve-
hicle controller (3) comprising inputs from at least
one of onboard systems for detection of surrounding
vehicles, detection of traffic lanes, detection of ob-
stacles and systems for providing navigation data.

7. An arrangement (1) according to claims 4, charac-
terized in that the detecting arrangement (5) further
comprises driver monitoring sensors and input ar-
rangements comprising a driver gaze direction de-
termining arrangement (5a1).

8. An arrangement (1) according to any one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the warning
output system (8), is arranged to output the time
adapted warning information to the vehicle (2) pas-
senger compartment (9) as at least one of a visual
warning, an audio warning and a haptic warning.

9. A motor vehicle (2) having autonomous driving ca-
pabilities and a vehicle controller (3) arranged to con-
trol unmanned autonomous travel, characterized in
that it comprises an arrangement (1) for handover
warning according to any one of claims 1 - 8.

10. A method for handover warning in a vehicle (2) hav-
ing autonomous driving capabilities and a vehicle
controller (3) arranged to control unmanned auton-
omous travel,
characterized in that it comprises the steps of:

monitoring if there is a need to transition from
unmanned autonomous travel to manual control
of the vehicle (2) using monitoring means (4);
monitoring a vehicle driver (6) and evaluating
the vehicle driver’s readiness to assume the act
of driving the vehicle (2) using a detecting ar-
rangement (5);
providing warning information when driver-
handover is requested by the monitoring means
(4), and adapting warning information timing in
respect to the evaluated vehicle driver’s readi-
ness to assume the act of driving the vehicle (2)
using a warning arrangement (7); and
outputting the time adapted warning information
to a vehicle (2) passenger compartment (9) us-
ing a warning output system (8).
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