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My invention relates generally to collapsi-
ble containers and particularly, althoughnot
necessarily, to hat boxes.

"The purpose of my invention is the pro-
v:cion of a hat box of extremely simple and

inexpensive construction V’hlch is readily

vOHapSIble when not in use to occupy a min-
imum sbace and thus facilitate storage and

shipment, and when extended functions as
the usual hatbox to effectively protect the
conten‘ts from damage.

I will describe only one form of collapsi-
ble hat box embodying my invention, and
will then point out the novel features fhere-
of in elaims.

In the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1 is a view showing in per specdve
one form of hatbox embodvmo my invention
in extended position and

Figure 2 i1s a fragmentary vertical sec-
tional view of the hat box shown in Fig-
ure 1.

Fioure is a Flaomem(u/ detail perspec-

ive of the hinged connection between the

sect’ons of any cne of the uprights in the

o

wat box
Nk
"1

of a

x shown in the preceding views.
igure 4 is a perspective view of the frame
hat box in collapsed posnblon

Refe erring spemﬁwlly to the drawings, in
which similar refevence characters refer to
similar parts in each of the views, my inven-
tion in its present embodimnent comprices a
frame preferably formed of wire and in-
cluding a pair o*2 vigid members 15 and 16
connected at intervals by uprights 17 which
are capable of occupying an extended posi-
tion as shown in Figure 1 to maintain the
rigid members in spaced relation, or in fold-
ed position as shown in Figure 4 wherein
the rigid members are collapsed one upon
the other.

In the present instance the rigid members .

are in the form of rings, while the uprights
are each made up of sections 18 and 19
formed at their outer ends with eyes 20
through which the rings 15 and 16 extend
in such manner that the sections are pivot-
ally connected to the rings. The confront-
ing ends of any two sections are constructed
to provide hinged connection 21 including a
lug 292 arranged to allow the hinge to brealk
inwardly and thus permit the sections to
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fold inwardly upon each other as illustrateq
in Figure 4.

In conjunction with the frame, a cover 23
is provided formed of flexible material such
as cloth, leather or the like. This cover is
constructed to envelope the frame and is se-
cured to the rings 15 and 16 by stitching or
other suitable means so as to permit the “eol-
lapsing of the frame and the proper folding
oJ the cover between the rings of the frame.

In the extended posifion of ‘ch° frame, the
cover is taut thereon so as to form a con-
tainer or box in which huats or other articles
are ﬁdapted to be stored. The upper portion
of the cover is formed with an opening 24
which can be constricted by means of a draw
string 25.

From the foregoing consir uctlon taken in
conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings, it will be manifest that I have provid-
ed a collapsible hat box in the extended po-
sition of which it functions as a container
to etfectively protect hats placed therein and
to facilitate transportation of the latter, and
when in collapsed p051t10n it occupies mini-
mum space to facilitate storage and trans-
porting thereof.

cAlthough I have herein shown and de-
seribed only one form of collapsible hat box
embodying my invention, it is to be under-
steod that various changes and modifications
may be made therein without departing
from the spirit of the inventicn and the
spirt and scope of the appended claims.

What I claim is:

1. A hat box comprising a frame includ-
ing a pair of spaced annular members and
foldable uprights connecting the members
at circumierentially spaced intervals, each
upright comprising a pair of sections, with
the mner end of one section bifurcated and
the inner end of the other section reduced in
thickness to be
end, with a pin extending through the two
ends for pivotally connectmw the two to per-
mit inward folding of the sectlons, and a lug
on the reduced end to engage the bifurcated
end for limiting the pivotal movement of
the sections outwardly so that they will pe

-vertically alined when in extended position,

and the outer ends of the sections being

looped on the annular members to provide

received in the bifurcated -
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pivotal connections between the uprights
and members to allow the uprights to occu-
py extended or folded position, and a flexi-
ble cover enveloping the frame.

9. A hat box as embodied in claim 1,
wherein the cover has portions stitched to
the members so that when the frame is in ex-

tended position the side and bottom of the
cover will be taut, the top of the cover being
formed with an opening and with a draw
string in the wall of the opening for draw-
ing the top taut on the frame.

LOUISE H. WILLIAMS.

10



