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This invention relates to improvements in port 
able creasing and pressing devices having for an 
object to provide a device of the character nea 
tioned which will be particularly advantageous 

5 for use in creasing and pressing portions of 
Wearing apparel, Such for example, aS trouse:S 
and the cuffs thereof, coat sleeves, lapels and 
other elements capable of engagement by the de 
vice, the forming of pleats in Women's Wearing 

l0 apparel, and in general, for usage in minor press 
ing Operations. Wherein the character and na 
ture of the materials to be pressed are Such that 
they may be properly engaged by the device. 

It is an equally important object of the in 
i5 vention to provide a portable creasing and press 

ing device, operable in Such a nanner that the 
Sane may be utilized to prime Or in prove the 
appealance of the Wearing appa'el of a perSCIn 
by forming or reforming creases therein and by 

20 pressing certain portions of the apparel accord 
ing to conventional dictates, without the neces 
sity of removing Such appare from the body of 
a perSOI. 
Yet another object of the invention is to pro 

25 vide a pressing device so constructed and de 
signed that it may be conveniently packed and 
carried as an article of apparel apparatus. 
Among other airns and objects of the inven 

, tion there nay be recited the provision of a de 
30 vice of the character stated embodying a simple, 

yet durable construction, Capable of being man 
ufactured and Sold Weil Within a minimum price 
range; a device whose operation eliminates the 
necessity of eiectrical eXtension conductOS oi 

85 cords and like inconvenient accessories, and a 
device which, when not in use, may be retained 
in Such compact form that it can be conven 
iently packed or stored in a limited Space. 

Other objects of the invention Will be in part 
40 obvious and in part pointed out hereinafter. 

In order that the invention and its node of 
operation may be readily understood by those 
skilled in the art to Which it appertains, We have 
in the accompanying diaWings and in the de 

45 tailed description based thereupon, set out sev 
era embodiments of our invention. 

In these dra WingS: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the improved 

device; 
50 Figure 2 is a perspective view of one of the 

electrical heating and pressing elements en 
ployed by the device; 

Figure 3 is an enlarged longitudinal Section. 
through the device; 

55 Figure 4 is a similar section taken at substan 
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tially right-angles to the Section illustrated in 
the Figure S, and aiong the line 4-4 thereof; 

Figure 5 is a transverse Section thirough the 
device taken on line 5-5 of Figure 3, looking in 
the direction in which the arrows point; 60 

Figure 6 is a like Section taken oin the line 
6-6 of Figure 3, looking in the direction in 
Which the aroWS point; 

iFigure it is an enlarged fragmentary detail 
in longitudinai section taken on the line 7-7 of 65 
Figure 2, looking in the direction in which the 
arroWS point; 

Figure 8 is a side elevation of the device show 
ing it engaged with a suitable electrical connec 
tion or outlet whereby the electrical heating ele- to 
ments thereof will be energized; 

Figure 9 is a schenatic viewy showing the con 
inecting of tile electrical heating elements of the 
device in Series; 
Figure 10 is a perspective view of a slightly 5 

iodified for in of the device Wierein the nowable 
Oi hingedly connected Casings are provided with 
fingei and thumb eigaging portions to facilitate 
handling thereof, and, 

Figure li is a side elievation of a modified form 80 
of the device. 

Having more particular reference to the draw 
irgS in connection. With Which like characters 
of reference Wiii designate corresponding parts 
throughout, the invention may be stated to coina- 85 
prise a paii of compleinentally shaped and sized 
Sinel-like casingS designated by the inunnerals 
i and 2, the Outer Surfaces of Wicia are covered 
with a suitable finishing in atteriai, and if de 
Siired, ornamented in any Suitable manner. The 90 
inner Sides of the shell-iike casiings and 2 are 
lined with asbestOS sheeting oi" otier suitable 
heat resistant material Such as indicated by the 
ineral 3; Said Sections oeing hingely inter 
coininected adjacent certain of their naiginal 95 
poitions as at 4, and having the opposed ingers 
5, of coil SpiringS 6 beating upon Oginosite pol 
tios of the inner Sides of Said Casings: coil 
Springs S, of course, eing Secuired in relatively 
fixed position with espect to the casings by 00 
engaging the Sane over the pintle 7 of the 
hinged connection 4. 

Each of the Sinel-like casings 1 and 2 are 
provided with electrical heating elements and 05 
preSSing aii Smoothing panes. The construc 
tions of Said elemetS aind panels are identical, 
and theirefore, in the description eiteinafter 
following, referenge Wii be made to out one of 
said heating elements and panels, it being 10 
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2 
understood that such description will suffice for 
both thereof. 
A rectangularly shaped piece of sheet metal 

of Suitable gauge designated by the numeral 8 
is provided. The size and shape of this metal 
piece or panel 8 is Such that it will have resting 
or bearing engagement upon certain portions 
of the marginal portions of its particular shell 
like casing, as is Well shown in the Figures 1, 
5 and 6. A Sheet metal piece 9 is arranged 
adjacent one side of the panel 8 and is fixedly 
Secured thereto by rivetS 10 or other suitable 
means. Relatively opposed and inwardly ex 
tending clamping ears 11 are integrally formed 
with the opposite ends and intermediate portion 
of the piece 9. Directly engaging the sheet 
metal piece 9 and disposed longitudinally there 
of is an electrical heating element consisting 
of a body of mica or other suitable insulating 
material 12, having a suitable character of elec 
trical conductor or electrical resistance element 
13 Wrapped thereabout in Substantially spiral 
fashion. One end of the resistance element 13 
is electrically connected to a contact terminal 
14, while the opposite end thereof is electrically 
connected to a contact terminal 15, which, as 
illustrated in the Figures 2 and 4 is bent in 
wardly upon itself and has the free end there 
of longitudinally disposed With respect to the 
Outer Side of the resistance element in spaced 
relation thereto. Disposed entirely over the 
electrical heating element is a sheet of asbes 
toS or other suitable heat insulating material 
16. This heat insulating sheet 16 is se 
curely connected to the inner side of the panel 
8 and to the metal piece 9 by engaging por 
tions thereof under the inwardly disposed 
clamping earS 11, Which, as will be noted, are 
forced into binding engagement With adjacent 
portions of said sheet, and hence, serve to se 
curely anchor it to the inner side of the panel 
8, and likewise, shield the normally outer side 
of the electrical heating element, thereby caus 
ing the heat radiated therefrom, upon its en 
ergization, to be directly transmitted to the 
metal pressing or Smoothing panel 8. 
A substantially inverted U-shaped metal 

bracket 17 is fixedly connected, as at 18 to the 
inner side of one end of the panel 8, as is well 
shown in the Figure 2, Connecting or anchoring 
bolts 19 are passed through openings formed in 
the bracket 17, being insulated from said bracket 
by means of insulating pieces or Washers, gen 
erally indicated by the numeral 20, and serving 
to fixedly connect the cross-head 21 of a rigid 
contact arn 22 thereto. One of the bolts 19 is 
engaged through and electrically connected to 
the Outer end of the electrical contact terminal 
14. It Will be he'e noted that the contact ar). 
22 longitudinally extends for a distance beyond 
the panel 8, the purpose of which will be sub 
Sequently apparent. 
In order that the panel 8 with its electrical 

heating element may be Secured and fixedly 
mounted with respect to the particular shell-like 
casing 1 or 2 to receive the Same, a second in 
verted Substantially U-shaped metal bracket 23 
is secured to the intermediate portion of the 
inner Side of the panel 8, as at 24, straddling 
said electrical heating element and the asbestos 
sheathing 16, as is clearly shown in the Figures 
2, 3 and 5. A SCreW-threaded opening 25 is 
formed in the intermediate portion of the 
bracket 23. To arrange or Operatively mount 
the panel 8 and its electrical heating element 
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With respect to the shell-like casing 1 or 2, 
the assembly thus described is engaged with the 
inner and open side of one of said shell-like 
casings; the electrical contact arm 22 thereof 
extending through a recessed portion 26 formed 
in an appropriate portion of the adjacent end 
Wall of the receiving shell-like casing. At this 
time, an anchoring or securing screw 27 is in 
troduced through an opening formed in the re 
ceiving shell-like. casing 1 or 2, the Screw 
threaded Shank thereof being turned into en 
gagement with the opening 25 formed in the 
metal bracket 23. Obviously, by turning the 
Screw 27 following its engagement with the 
screw-threaded opening 25 of the bracket 23, 
said bracket 23 and by consequence, the panel 
8 with its electrical equipment will be drawn into 
seating or binding engagement With the adja 
cent marginal portions of the inner side of said 
shell-like casing, and thus, a positive and fixed 
mounting of the panel with respect to said shell 
ike casing Will be effected; the electrical heat 
ing element of the panel 8, of course, being 
effectually housed within the receiving shell-like 
CaSing. 

Each of the shell-like casings 1 and 2, as here 
inbefore stated, are provided with panels 8 and 
corresponding electrical equipment. The lon 
gitudinally disposed and outwardly extending 
contact arms 22, it will be noted, are so arranged 
that With positioning of the casings 1 and 2 in 
juxtaposed relation, as is shown in the Figures 
4 and 8, they will be paired in such a manner 
as to permit of their introduction into and elec 
trical contact with the terminals of an ordinary 
electrical connection plug 28 adapted to be en 
gaged in a Suitable electrical outlet connection, 
Such as indicated by the numeral 29. Of course, 
if desired, the usage of the electrical connecting 
plug 28 in connection with the device may be 
Omitted, and the paired contact arms 22 may be 
Slidably introduced into and electrically en 
gaged With contact terminals of an electrical 
Wall Ol' floor outlet fitting of well known con 
Struction. When, however, the contact arms 
22 are engaged with the plug 28, it will be un 
derstood that the hingedly connected casings 1 
and 2 of the device will be held in their closed 
Or juxtaposed position, hence, facilitating pack 
ing or placing of the device in a suitable receiv 
ling Space. 
In Order that the electrical heating elements 

13 connected to the several panels 8 carried by 
the casings 1 and 2 may be electrically connected 
in Series, We provide a short electrical conductor 
30, extending Said conductor from one casing 
to the other, adjacent the hinged connection 4 
thereof, and electrically connecting it, at its op 
posite ends, to the electrical contact terminal 15 
Of each of the heating elements. 

If desired, the hinged connection 4 and the 
Straddling electrical conductor 30 may be con 
cealed from view, when the casings 1 and 2 are 
in their normal Open positions, as is shown in 
the Figure 1, by providing an outwardly ex 
tending flange 31 upon the rearward marginal 
polition of One of the panels 8, as is shown in 
the figures 5 and 6. The flange 31 extends 
from the rearward portion of one of the casings 
outwardly into the adjacent portion of the op 
posite casing and rearwardly of the panel 8 of 
the latter. Thus, when the casings 1 and 2 are 
in relative normal positions, as shown in the 
Figure 1, Said flange 31 will serve as a means 
for shielding the hinged connection 4 and the 
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Straddling electrical conductor 30 from view; 
likewise, Will give a neater finished appearance 
to the device. 
In usage of our improved pressing device, and 

assuming that it is desired to heat the pressing 
or Smoothing panels 8 thereof, the hinged cas 
ings 1 and 2 are SWung to their closed or juxta 
posed positions whereupon the contact arms 22 
are engaged in and electrically connected With 
an electrical plug fitting such as indicated by 
the numeral 28. The plug fitting 28, in turn, 
may be engaged in a Suitable type of electrical 
socket or electrical outlet fixture. When so con 
nected, an electrical circuit will be established 
through the electrical heating elements 13, en 
ergizing the same and causing the heat pro 
duced thereby to be directly transmitted to the 
pressing or Smoothing panels 8. When the 
panels 8 have been heated to the desired tem 
perature, the device is disengaged from the plug 
28. At Stich time, the casingS 1 and 2 Will be 
moved to their open positions, as indicated in 
the Figure 1, under influence of the coil springs 
6 and their fingers 5 having bearing engage 
ment upon the inner Sides of the opposed cas 
ings 1 and 2. At Such time, a portion of the 
apparel to be pressed by the device is introduced 
between the heated panels 8 of the casings 1 and 
2, whereupon the device, which is engaged in 
the hand of a us&r, has pressure applied thereto 
from the user's hand in Such a manner as to 
cause the hingedly connected casings 1 and 2, 
With their respective panels 8 to be brought into 
pressing engagement with said introduced por 
tion of the apparel. 

he pressing panels 8, under a predetermined 
pressure applied theireto from the user's hand 
will serve to effectually crease and press said 
engaged portion of the apparel, after which, the 
pressure exerted upon the casings 1 and 2 from 
the user's hand is released, allowing said cas 
ings 1 and 2 to be immediately returned to their 
normally open positions under urge of the coil 
springs 6. At Such time a fresh or new portion 
of the apparel in process of being pressed or 
creased by the device is engaged thereby and 
the pressing operation just described is repeated. 
This mode of usage is continued until the ap 
parel has been satisfactorily creased or pressed. 
The temperature of the panels 8 following a 

heating of the same by the electrical heating 
elements 13 is such that the device can be used 
over a considerable period of time for Success 
fully pressing garmentS or fabrics. 

it will be noted that the shield or flange 31, 
hereinbefore described, serves not only to con 
ceal the hinged joint, 4 and the conductor 30 
from view, but also that it serves to limit the 
extent of introduction of fabrics Or garments to 
be pressed into and between the panel-equipped 
hingedly connected casingS 1 and 2, thus, insur 
ing proper relative positioning of Such fabrics 
or garments with respect to the heated pressing 
or smoothing panels 8. 

Whereas. We have described the usage of our 
improved device in connection with an electrical 
plug or fitting identified at 28, it will, of course, 
be understood that uSage of the plug may be 
dispensed with entirely; the paired electrical 
contact arms 22 being directly introduced into 
engagement with the electrical contact termi 
nals of an ordinary electrical floor or wall outlet 
fitting. 

3 
In the Figures i0 and 1i, we have shown a 

slightly modified form of casing construction 
for our improved device. In this modification, 
the hingedly connected casings 1' and 2' have 
their Outer Side walls provided with transversely 
disposed corrugations or chainnels, generally in 
dicated by the allimeiral 32, thus, facilitating the 
engagement of the fingers and thumb of a user's 
hand With the opposite sidies of Said casing, and 
by coinsequence, enabling the user to more posi 
tively grasp the device in applying the required 
preSSure to the pressing or Sinoothing panes 3". 
Obviously, the formation of the finger and thumo 
engaging portion 32 may be varied. 

Manifestly, the construction shown is capable 
of considerabie modification, and such modifi 
cation as is within the Scope of our claims, we 
consider Within the spirit of our invention. 
We clain: 
i. A device of the character described, com 

prising a pair of juxtapgSedi casings hingedly 
interconnected adjacent certain of their mai 
ginal portions, ineat trainSnitting and pressing 
means Carried by the opposed pertions of the 
casingS, heating means contacting said pressing 
means, Said ca.SingS being handleless and adapted 
to be collectively engaged in the hand of a user 
and moved toward each other under pressure 
applied by the hand tiereto. 

2. A device of the character described, co 
prising a pair of hingedly interconnected heat 
insulating Casings, ineans engaging the casings 
for normally retaining them in relative spaced 
relation, heat tiransinitting and pressing means 
carried by the adjacent sides of the casings, 
heating means Within the casings contacting said 
pieSSing means, Said casings being handleless 
and adapted to be collectively engaged in the 
hand of a uSe2. Whereby to be moved toward 
each other to engage Said heat transmitting 
and preSSing lineath3. With an article positioned 
therebetWeen under a variable pressure. 

3. A device of the character described, coin 
prising a pair of juxtaposed pressing mennbers 
connected for movement toward and away 
from One another, ineains urging the inemoers 
apart, and heating means in heat transmitting 
relationship to Said members, said members 
being handleless and adapted to be collectively 
engaged in the hand of a use and moved toward 
each other under pressure applied by the hand 
thereto. 

4. A device of the characte; described, co: - 
prising a pair of juxtaposed heat insulating 
preSSing members coinnected for movement to 3. 

Ward and away from One another, means inor 
mally urging the members apart, electrical 
heating means in heat trainSmitting "eiationship 
to Said members, Said inenbers being in andleless 
and adapted to be collectively engaged in the 
hand of a Ser and moved toward each other 
under preSSure applied oy tha hand theireto, and 
pronglike electrical cointact means connected to 
Said electrical heating naans carried by and ex 
tending from corresponding portions of the 
preSSing member's, adapted to be collectively en 
gaged with an electrical outlet and at such 
times, to retain Said inleinbei'S in reiatively closed 
position. 

ELMIER J. LEHNEN. 
SIDNEY A. MiOORi. 
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