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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
wILLIAM SIDNEY HowARD DooDY, OF SYDNEY, NEW souTH WALEs, AUSTRALIA. 

SANDA, OR, SPPER. 

1,407,992. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that WILLIAM SIDNEY HowARD 

DooDY, subject of the King of Great Britain 
and Ireland, residing at 80 Hunter Street, 
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, has in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Sandals or Slippers, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. - 
This invention relates to sandals or slip 

pers. Its object is to provide a sandal or 
slipper which may be constructed cheaply and is provided with fastening straps ad 
justable in relation to the foot of the wearer. 

5 
Sandals or slippers in accordance with the 

invention comprises a sole; a toe strap Se 
cured at one end to the sole; a pair of instep 
straps secured at one of their ends to oppo 
site sides of the shank of the sole; an elon 

20 gated tie link of metal or a tie link of elastic material to which the other ends of the toe 
and instep straps are attached; and a pair 
of straps for the sides of the foot, one of 
the respective ends of which is secured to oppositesides of the forepart of the sole, and 
the other ends are attached to the tie link. 
A strap may also be provided at the heel . 
of the sandal or slipper, adapted to be con 
nected by an elastic or other cord to the 
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instep straps. 
30 The face of 

preferably reinforced by a backing strip or 
strips of dried tea or ti tree bark. 

is obtainable from the paper-bark tree 
or so-called tea or ti tree (Melaleuca Leuca 
dendron, variety Albida). The reinforcing 
materialis covered by a strip of cotton, linen, 
canvas or other suitable fabric. The sole 
reinforcing material and covering therefor 
are joined to each other at their edges by 
stitching or otherwise. 

If the sandal or slipper is to be water 
proofed, the materials of which it is con 
structed are treated to render them water 
proof. 

In the paying drawing, Fig. 1 is 
a perspective view of the sandal or slipper; 
Fig.2 a detail view showing a fastening link 
for the front straps of the sandal or slipper, 
the link being picted to adapt the san 
dal or slipper for 
feet of broad width; Fig. 3 a detail view 
similar to Fig. 2 but showing the fastening 
link positioned to adapt the sandal or slip. 
per for wear by a person having feet of 

the sole is constructed of a 
strip of leather, rubber or canvas which is 

pled to a metal link 13 or to a rin 
aid 

wear by a person having 

narrow width; Fig. 4 a longitudinal section 
of the sandal or slipper; Fig. 5 a broken 
perspective view of the front portion of a 
Sandal or slipper of similar construction to . 
that shown in Fig. 1 but with an elastic ring 
fastening link; and Fig. 6 is a detail plan 
yiew of the ring link fastening shown in Fig. 5. 
The sole 1 of the slipper or sandal consists 

of a strip of leather, rubber, or canvas, 
backed with a reinforcing strip of ti or tea 
tree bark 2 or other suitable material; the 
bark is covered by a strip of cotton, linen, 
or canvas fabric 3. At the forepart of the 
sandal is a toe strap 4 and side straps 5 and 
6, and extending from the shank of the 
Sandal are the instep straps 7 and 8. The 
rear of the sandal carries the heel strap 9. 
One end of each said straps is secured be 

...tween the sole of the sandal and the re 
inforcing strip 2 therefor. The sole 1 and 
the reinforcing and cover strips 2 and 3 are 
preferably sewn together at their edges by 
stitching such as 10. The respective straps 
may be of leather or canvas. 

ach of the straps is formed with a loop 
11 at its free end. These loops may be 
formed by folding the respective free ends of 
the straps and uniting the separate over 
folded ends by an eyelet 12. The looped 
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ends of the straps 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 are cou 

of rub 
ber or similar elastic material 14. If a metal 
coupling link is utilized it may be of elliptic 
or spheroid or other suitable shape; the link 
must, however, be elongated in one direction 
to permit the straps secured thereto to be ad 
justed to the size of the feet of the wearer. 
The links 13 and 14 are capable of being 
turned in the loops 11 of the straps 4 to 8. 
When the link 13 is turned in a direction in 
which its longer axis is lying transversely 
of the sandal or slipper as shown in Figs. 1 
and 2, the side straps 5 and 6 are loosened 
and the instep straps 7 and 8 are tightened, 
whereas when the link is lying in the oppo 
site direction as shown in Fig. 3 the straps 
5 and 6 are tightened and the instep straps 
7 and 8 are loosened. The adjustment of the 
respective pair straps 5 and 6 and 7 and 8 
by means of the link 13 enables the sandal 
or slipper to be fitted to feet of varying 
width. Similarly, the elastic ring link 14 
is adapted to allow the straps 5 and 6 and 7 
and 8 to be adjusted to permit the sandal or 
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slipper to be fitted to feet of varying width. 
The metal of the link 13 is preferably cir 
cular in cross section though it may be made to any other preferred section. 

5 A cord of elastic material 15 having its 
free ends joined is threaded through the 
looped end of the heel strap 9 and eyelet 
holes 16 in the instep straps 7 and 8. , Such 
cord extends around the ankles of the wear 

10 er of the sandal or slipper. . . - 
To render the component parts of the 

sandal or slipper waterproof, the reinforc 
ing strips of tea or ti tree bark are treated 
with an oily or fatty substance. Such sub 1.5/stance may be applied to the bark either by 
rubbing it into same or by immersing the 
bark in a bath of the substance. The re 
spective straps 4 to 9 are also similarly treat 
ed with an oily or fatty substance but pref 

20 erably by immersing them in a bath of the 
substance. If the sole of the sandal or slip 
per consists of a strip of leather or canvas 
which is backed by a strip or strips of tea 
or ti tree bark, the face thereof in contact 

25 with the bark is also coated with an oily or 
fatty substance. The sole may, however, be 
constructed of a strip of rubber in which 
event it is unnecessary to treat it with the 
oily or fatty substance. The cover strip of 

30 cotton, linen or canvas 3 is also impregnated 
with an oily or fatty substance. Said oily 
or fatty substance must be of such character 
that it will not impart any disagreeable odor 
to the parts of the sandal or slipper treated 

35 therewith. Paraffin wax has been found 
effective for the purpose. When the cover 
strip 3 has been impregnated with the sub 
stance it may be placed on the strip of bark 
and caused to adhere thereto by pressure 

40 applied either by means of rollers or other WSe. 

After the straps of the sandal or slippe 
have been treated with the oily or fatty sub 
stance their outer faces may be coated with 

45 thin varnish or like material. Similarly the 
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outer face of the strip 3 may also be coated 
with varnish or like material. . . . 

In the appended claims the reference to forepart straps” is to be understood to re fer to the side straps 5 and 6. 
What I claim as my invention and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:- 
1. A sandal or slipper comprising a sole 

secured by stitching to a backing strip con 
sisting of ti tree bark covered with cloth 
fabric, a toe strap, forepart straps at each 
side of the sole, instep straps sing 
from each side of the shank of the sole, eac 
of said straps being secured at one end be 
tween said sole and its backing strip and 
having a loop on its free end, and a metal 
coupling link elongated in one direction 
threaded through the loops of said strap and 
adjustable therein to permit loosening or 
tightening of said forepart or instep straps. 
on the foot of the wearer of said sandal or slipper. 

2. A sandal or slipper comprising a sole 
secured by stitching to a backing strip con 
sisting of ti tree bark covered with cloth 
fabric; a toe strap; forepart straps; instep 
straps extending from each side of the shank 
of the sole; a heel strap at the rear of the 
sole; each of said straps being secured at 
one end between said sole and backing strip 
and carrying a loop at its free end; a cou 
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pling link threaded through the loops of said . 
toe, forepart, and instep straps said link 
being so shaped that by changing its posi 
tion an adjustment of said straps may be 
secured; said straps, sole, and covered back 
ing strip being treated with an oleaginous 

80 

substance to render them waterproof; and 
an elastic cord secured respectively to said 
heel strap and instep straps adapted to fit 85 
around the ankles of the wearer of said, 
sandal or slipper. 
In testimony whereof I have affixed my 

signature. - 

WILLIAM SIDNEY HOWARD DOODY.   


