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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES WESLEY Mc-
GREGOR, a citizen of the United States of
Amenca, residing at Brighton, in the county
of Arapahoe and State of Color ado, have in-

.-vented certain new and nseful Impr ovements

in Portable Bath-Tubs; and I do declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, sitch as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
t0o make and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and tothe
letters and figures of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.
My invention relates to improvements in
folding portable bath-tubs for use in sick-
rooms, my object being to provide an appa-

-ratus of this class adapted to be connected

with theside rail of a bedstead, couch, or other
suitable convenientsupport. Thedevice com-
prises a folding frame and a flexible water-
receptacle attached thereto and composed of
rubber or other suitable waterproof material.

The invention will now be deseribed in de-
tail, reference being made to the accompany-
ing drawino“s in Whleh is 111ustrated an em-
bodiment thereof.

In the drawings, Figure 1isa perspectlve
view illustrating the apparatus shown in con-
nection with a bedstead. Fig.2isa side view
of the folding side bar and its central exten-
sibleleg. Figs.3and4arefragmentary views
illustrating one end bar and the folding ex-
tensible leg attached thereto. Fig. 51is a sec-
tion taken on the line X X, Fig. 2. Fig. 6
illustrates the clamping-bar shown in connec-
tion with the end bar, the parts being shown
partly in section. Fig. 7illustrates one of the
hooked extremities of the side bar. Figs. §
and 9 show details of construction on an en-
larged scale.

Similar reference-characters indicating cor-
responding parts in the views, let the nu-
meral 5 designate each of a pair of vertical
bars provided with notches on opposite edges:
Vertically adjustable on each of these bars is
a clamping-shoe 6, carrying a bolt 7, engag-
ing a threaded opening 6¢ in the shoe. The
bar 5 is passed through an opening 6* in the
shoe, having parallel Tnclined walls 6° and 6%,

‘When the shoe is in the holding or clamiping.

- position, the upper extremity of the Wall 6°en-

gages a noteh 5° of the bar on one edge, and

the lower extremity of the wall 6¢ engages the -

noteh 5 on the opposite edge, whereby the
shoe is supported on the bar in any desired
position of adjustment. The upper extrem-
ity of the bar 5 is provided with a projection
5%, extending at right angles to the body of
the bar and carrying a clamping member 8,
adapted to turn on ifs supporting part and
arranged to fit the upper edge of the side rail
9 of the bedstead. By reason of the turning
movement of the member 8 on its supporting
part the said member may be made to fit a
bed-rail having an inclined or sloping upper
edge. It often happens that the side rail of
the bedstead slopes downward from the head
and foot boards, and the member 8 by reason
of its adjustability is made-to fit bedsteads
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of this character, as well as those having hori- ~

zontal side rails. The angle part 5* of the
bar 5 has its free extremity threaded to re-

ceive a nut 9, which when screwed thereon

forms a stop to prevent the adjustable elamp
member 8 from slipping off. Asshown in the

‘drawings, the member 8 has a curved lower

surface adapted to fit the rounded upper edge
of theside rail of thebed. Each bar 5isfur-
ther provided with openings 5%, arranged one
above another. Connected With each bar 5
is an end bar 10, having one extremity bifur-
cated to form spring—jaws 10*, adapted to em-
brace the bar 5 on opposite sides. Each jaw
10 is provided on its inner surface with a
stud 10e.
ter -an opening 5¢ of the bar from opposite
sides. The jaws10*arenormally open, allow-
ing the bar 5 to enter. The jaws are closed,
causing the studs to enter the cpening 5%
by means of a thumb-screw 21, engaging a
threaded opening in one jawand an unthread-
ed opening in the other jaw. Asthis thumb-
serew is turned its head is brought against
the jaw having the unthreaded opening, and
the two jaws are thus closed on the bar 5,
causing their studs to enter the opemnw 5g
as befme stated.

The outer extremity of the end rail 10, or-

that remote from the spring-jaws, is provided
with a segmental part 109, having a threaded
stud 104, fast thereon and adapted to pass

The two studs are arranged to en-
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through an opening formed in the upper ex- .

tremity of a leg 12, the two parts 10 and 12
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being secured together by means of a thumb-
nut 1a, secured on the stud 10" to engage-
ment with the leg 12. The segmental ex-
tremity 10¢ is provided with two separated
openings A and B. - Upon the leg 12 is made
fast one extremity of the leaf-spring 14,
whose opposite extremity is provided with a
pin 14*, adapted to enter an opening in the
leg and one of the openings A or B, as de-
sired. When the pin 14 engages the open-
ing A, the legis in position for t use, (see Fig.
1,) while when the pin is in the opening B
the leg is in the folded position, lying paral-
lel with and engaging the end bar 10. By
pulling outwardly on the upper hooked ex-
tremity of the spring 14 its pin may be dis-
engaged from either opening at A or B. The
segmental extremity of each end bar 10 is
also provided with an apertured lug 15,
adapted to receive oneof the hooked extrem-
ities 16* of the side bar 16. This side bar is
hinged at its eenter, as shown at 16°, where-
by it is adapted to fold when not in use. To
the side bar 16 is also hinged, about midway
between its extremities, an extensible leg 17.
This extensible feature of the leg 17 consists
of a part 17%, provided with loops 17¢and 174,
formed on the main part of the leg, where-
by the part 17 may be raised or lowered ac-
cording as it is desired to make thelegshorter
or longer. When properly adjusted, the two
parts are locked by means of a set-serew 18
engaging a threaded opening formed in the
Each leg 12 is also extensible by
means of a sliding part 12°, engaging loops
12¢ and 129, formed on the main part 12, the
two parts being locked in any desired posi-
tion of adjustment by means of a set-screw
19. The legs 12 and 17 are oppositely in-
clined, whereby the apparatus when in use
is seculely braced. '

The water-receptacle 20 may be composed
of any suitable flexible waterproof material.
If rubber is employed, hooks 20%, preferably
composed of metal, will be attached thereto
by vuleanizing or in any other suitable man-
ner. These hooks will be made to engage
the side bar 16, the end bars 10, and the side
rail of the bed. (See Fig. 1.)

From the foregoing descupmon the man-
ner of setting up and using the apparatus
will be readily understood. The bars 5 are
first attached to the side rail of the bed by
placing the clamp member 8 of each bar on
the upper edge of the rail, adjusting the
shoe 6 on the bar, and then securing the'lat-
ter in place by screwing the bolt 7 tightly
against the lower edge or surface of the bed-
rail 9, the rail-engaging extremity of the

clamping-bolt being swiveled thereon to pre-:

vent its turning and marring the rail after
it engages the same. The parts 10 and 12,
which are normally in their folded position
when not in use, are then unfolded by loosing
the thumb-nut 13 and pulling outwardly on
the spring 14 until the pin 14* is withdrawn

from the opening B of the segmental part 10¢

of e“\,h end bar 10. The extensible leg 12 is
unfolded, turning on the stud-bolt 10" as a
pivot until the spring-pin 14* enters the open-
ing A. The bifurcated extremities of the
end bars 10 are then attached to the bars 5
in the manner heretofore explained. The
extensible leg 17 is then unfolded from the
side bar 16 and the two parts of the latter

unfolded to oceupy the position shown in.

Fig. 2. This side bar is then attached to the
end bars by inserting its hooks 16% in the
sockets of the lugs 15. The flexible water-
receptacle 20 is then unfolded and attached
to the frame and bed-railin the manner here-
tofore explamed

My improved bath-tub is then ready for
use. After useit may be quickly taken down
and folded to occupy but little space by re-
versing the steps of the setting-up operation
heretofore explained.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a folding portable bath-tub the com-
bination with a flexible water-receptacle, of a
supporting-frame comprising clamping-bars
adapted to be attached to the side rail of a
bed, end bars detachably connected with the
clamping-bars, a folding side bar detachably
connected with the end bars and suitable
means for supporting the side and end bars.

2. In a portable bath-tub the combination
with a flexible water-receptacle, of a support-
ing-frame therefor comprising vertical clamp-
ing-bars adapted to be attached to the side
rajl of a bed and provided with a series of
openings, end bars having bifurcated ex-
tremities forming spring-jaws p10v1ded with
studs "adapted to enter the openings of the
clamping-bars, thumb-serews for closing the
jaws of the end bars, a side bar detachably
connected with the end bars and suitable legs
for supporting the side and end bars.

3. In a folding portable bath-tub the com-
bination with the flexible water-receplacle, of
asupporting-frame comprising clamping-bars
adapted to be attached to the side rail of a
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bed, end bars detachably connected with the

clamping-bars and provided with folding legs,
and a folding side bar detachably connected
with thie end bars, and also provided with a
folding leg.

4, In a foldmw portable bath-tub the com-
bination with a ﬁex1ble water-receptacle, of a
supporting-frame therefor comprising clamp-
ing-bars having hooked extremities adapted
to engage the side rail of a bed, each being
provided with an adjustable shoe carrying a
bolt arranged to codperate with the hooked
end of the bar, end: bars detachably con-
nected with the elamping-bars, and provided
with folding extensible legs and a foldingside
bar adapted to .be connected with the end
bars, and prov1ded with a folding extensible
leg.

5 In a folding portable bath-tub the com-
bination of two clamping-bars having hooked
extremities adapted to engage the side rail of
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a bed, and each provided with an adjustable
shoe carrying a bolt arranged to codperate
with the hooked end of the bar; two end bars
suitably connected with the clamping-bars, a
side bar connected with the end bars, and
suitable supporting-legs. '

6. In a folding portable bath-tub the com-
bination of two clamping-bars, each being
notched on opposite sides, a shoe having an
opening for the bar, said opening having in-
clined walls, whose upper and lower extremi-

ties respectively engage the mnotches in the |

opposite edges of the bar, a bolt engaging a

threaded opening in the shoe, end bars hav-
ing bifurcated extremities adapted to engage
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the clamping-bars, a side bar having hooked

extremities engaging sockets in the end bars,
and suitable legs supporting the side and end
bars. '

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 2o

in presence of two witnesses.
JAMES WESLEY McGREGOR.

Witnesses:
~ . GRACE MYTINGER,
A. J. O’BRrIEN,



