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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, EDWARD J. BROOKS, &
citizen of the United States, residing at East
Orange, in the State of New Jersey, have in-

5 vented :a new and useful Improvement in
Weights for Ladies’ Apparel, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This-invention relates to the constraction of
an articleof manuafacture herein termed ¢ dress-

ro weights,” employed by dress-makers in adapt-
ing the skirts and pendent parts of basques,
polonaises, and like articles of ladies’ apparel
to‘“hang”asdesired. Heretoforesimpleleaden
shot and imperforate disks of lead have been

15 used, aud have been secured in ‘place, singly,
between two thicknesses of fabrie by stitching
around each weight. Thisoperation consumes
considerable time, especially if changes in the

. location of the weights become necessary, and

20 tends to expose the position and shape of the
weights externally. o

My presentinvention consists, first, iu dress-

weights; single or multiple, composed of
weights proper, of lead or other heavy sub-

25 stance, in the form of perforated or ¢ strung?”
disks, with attaching-strips, upon which said
disks are strung, said strips extending from
the edges of said disks, so that each disk may
be readily and tightly seeured in' place by a

3o few stitches across a narrow attaching strip
or strips, and without liability to expose the
shape of the disks externally, while they may
be temporarily held in place by pinsor basting-
threads with facility. :

35 . This invention consists, secondly,in a series
of such dress-weight disks united at fixed dis-
tances apart. by an attaching strip or strips
common toall, to facilitate handling them, and
to facilitate attaching any number of sym-

40 metrically-arranged disks.

This invention consists, thirdly, in the com-
bination of a series of such dress-weight disks
and a flexible attaching-strip common to all, to
facilitate draping an article of apparel so that

45 it shall hang in symmetrical curves. -

In the drawings which accompany this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is"a face view,and Fig. 1=
an edge view partly in section, of an illustra-
tive ¢ multiple” dress-weight embodying the

several partsof my invention. Figs.2and 3 5o
are fuce views of others partly in section, illus-
trating modifications. Tig. 4 is a face view of -
another ; and Figs. 4= and 4%%, respectively a .
longitudinal section” and an edge view of one
of its disks, illastrating another modification. g3
Figs. 5 and 6 are face viewsof two others; and
Figs. 7, 7< are respectively a face view and a
longitudinalsectionof a “single” dress-weight, -
Hlustrating another modification of ‘my said
invention, ' 6o
A in the figures of each number represents
an attaching-strip, which may be of cord or
‘twine, as represented in Figs. 1. to 4, of soft. -
wire, such as annealed brass, as represented
in Figs. 5 and 6, or of tape, as represented in 65
Fig. 7, whichever may be most suitable for
particular uses.
B in each of the figures represents a dress-
weight disk constructed according to my in-
vention, so as to provide for stringing it, or so 7o
that it isin process of manufacture strungupon
an attaching strip or strips, A, and so that the
latter shall extend from the edges of the disk,
as represented by Figs. 1%, 4%, and 7%, s0 asto
lie between two-thicknesses.of fabric in the 75
plane of the disk. This mmay be accomplished
"'by casting the disk with a stringing hole or
holes, %, parallel or substantially parallel toits
faces,as represented in Figs.1 to 3and 7, 7=, to
~receive theattaching strip orstrips; orthelat- 8¢
ter, of wire, may-be ¢ cast in” in the process

of manufacture, as indicated in Figs. 5 and 6;

or the disk may havestringing-holes % at right
angles to its faces, with grooves g exténding
therefrom to the edges of the disk, as shownin 8j
Figs. 4 to4*=. The stringing-hole % indicated

in Figs. 7, 7~ is-flat, to accommodate an at-
taching-strip of tape. The others.are round.

The disks B are secured at given distances
apart upon the attaching-strips A in the form go
of multiple dress-weights, or strings of dress-
weights, represented by Figs. 1, 2; by means of
knots %, and in the form represented by Fig. 3
by tying the cord or twine at the top of each
disk, as represented at ¢; but. the mode of gs
stringing illustrated by Fig. 3, with that illas-
trated by Figs. 4 to 4=, renders it unneces-

sary to fasten the disks on the attaching-
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strips, and in the forms represented by Figs.
5 and 6 they are cast fast, while the form for
single dress-weights shown in Figs. 7, 7 may
be fastened by forcing in one or both sides of
the disk upon the strip by means of a punch,

if desired, as indicated at p.. The strips A
and disks B may be thus united in process of
manufacture, in continuous lengths, to be cut
into sections of one or more disks by retailers
or users. or, in the forms represented by Figs.
I to4 and 7, 7% the disks may be furnished on
cards, like buttons, to be strung by those who
use them. When the partsare united,asillas-
trated by Figs.1to 6, the multiple dress-weight
80 fo med is not simply handled more readily
by manufacturer andretailer, but is more easily

‘applied when ‘a series of symmetrically - ar-
" ranged dress-weight disks are needed.

‘With
a single flexible attaching-strip so combined
with a series of dress-weight disks, as illus-
trated by Figs. 1, 3, and 5, the draping of an
article of apparel in symmetrical eurves by
means of the weights is also greatly facilitated,
as will be readily seen by reference to Figs. 1
and 3.

Forarrangementinstraightlines, thedouble-
strung multiple weights shown in Figs. 2 and
6 are preferable. Ior single “eights an at-
taching-strip of tape, as shown in Figs. 7, 7~
is preferred.

1-do notelaim broadly shmomg articles, nor

securing articles at regular distances apart
upon strings, being aware that glass beads
have been held at regulardistances apart upon
strings by meaus of paste or cement.

Having thus deseribed my said invention, T
claim—

1. A dress- welghtcomposed of an attaching

strip or strips and one or more flat disks of

lead or other heavy substance strung upon
said strip or strips, said strip or strips extend-
ing from the edges of said disk or disks, sub-
stantlally as herem set forth.

2. The combination, substantially as herein
specified, of an attaching strip or strips and
a series of flat dress-weight disks of lead or
other heavy substance secared thereon atfixed
distances apart, said strip or strips extending
from the edges of -said dlsks, for the purposes
set forth.

3. The combination, substanmally as herein
specified, of a single flexible attaching:=strip
and a series of flat dress-weight disks of lead
or other heavy substance secured thereon at
fixed distances apart, the former extending
from the edges of the ldtter, for the purposes
set forth,

EDWARD J. BROOKS.

Witnesses:
HeNRY L. C. WENK,
NogMAN 5. KLINK,
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