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edge of the facing. 
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ifitisan uppertooth-ifitis a lower tooth, 
the partis would bear the Same relation but 
Would be inverted. T 
longitudinally so that the downwardly ta 
pering dove-tail rib and the downwardly 
and forwardly extendingpin or stud 9, shall 
respectively enter the dove-tail groove 4 and 
socket 5 of the facing, this relation being 
established as the lower edge of the down Wardly and forwardly extending portion 7 
of the backing comes flush with the incisive 

In this manipulation 
of the facing it will be seen that it is neces 
sary to move it longitudinally only a smal 

5 fraction of its length and because of this it 
can be secured to or removed from back as 
well as anterior teeth. 
To Secure the facing permanently in posi 

tion, cement;is applied to its rear face and 
beveled edges and is also placed within the 
groove and Socket, or it maybe applied to 
the corresponding portions of the backing, 
So that When the facing is secured in opera 
tive relation to the backing it Will be perma 

25 mently united thereto, it being possible to re 
move it only by destroying the bond of 
cement. 

It will be apparentº that it will be impos 
sible for the facing to be accidentally dis 
connected from the backing even if not ce 
mented as after it is in place a suficient 
force must be applied upon the facing lon 
gitudinally to cause it to overcome the fric 
tion which is created between the socket and 
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the pin and the lower beveled end of the fac 
ing and the correspondingly bent end 7 of 
the backing. The pin or stud and socket to 
gether with the underlying portion 7 of the 
backing are depended upon chiefly to hold 
the facing upon the backing, the dove-tail 
ribbeing relied upon mainly as an auxiliary 
to the pin or stud in this holding function 
and for stiffening and strengthening and 
providing for a more extended interlocked 
connection between the backing and the fac 
ing, it being also noted that by the provision 
of the backing with the dove-tail rib and the 
facing with the dove-tail socket or groove, a 
large part of the strain which Would other 
wise be imposed upon the cement to prevent 
outward movement of the upper part of the 
facing is avoided as the rib and groove 
guard against Such separating movement. 
From the above description it will be ap 

parent that the facing is eficiently protected 

The facing is then slid 
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and relieved of all strain tending to split or 
check it by means of the metal backing ex 
tending forwardly or outwardly to the in 
cisive edge of the facing and that I have 
provided a construction which is simple, 
strong and durable and comparatively inexº 
pensilve. 

I claim 
1. An artificial tooth, comprising a back 

ing having its lower end extending down 
vardly and outwardly, and provided with a 
downwardly and outwardly extending pin, 
and with a substantially vertical rib at the 
Same Side as and extending upwardly from 
the pin, and a facing having its lower edge 
beveled downwardly and outwardly to its 
incisive edge to correspond to and fit Snugiy 
upon the lower end of the backing, and pro 
vided with a downwardly and outwardly ex 
tending Socket to receive Said pin, and with 
a groove inits rear side forming a continu 
ation of Said Socket and Snugly receiving the 
said rib of the backing. 

2. An artificial tooth, comprising a back 
ing having its lower end extending down 
Wardly and Outwardly, and provided with a 
downwardly and outwardly extending pin, 
and with a substantially vertical rib at the 
sameside as and extending upwardly fron 
the pin, the said rib being of dove-tail form 
and narrowing from its, upper end toits 
point of junction with the pin, and a thin 
web extending from the backing to the pin 
thereof and terminating short of the lower 
end of the latter and constituting a brace 
for the same, and a facing having its lower 
edge beveled downwardly and outwardly 
to its incisive edge to correspond to and fit 
snugly upon the lower end of the backing, 
and provided with a downwardly and out 
wardly extending socket to receive said pin, 
and with a groove in its rear side forming 
an upward continuation of said Socket, said 
groove being of dove-tail form and dimin 
ishing in width from its upper end to its 
point of junction with said Socket and 
adapted to Snugly receive the dove-tail rib 
of the backing. 

In testimony whereof I afix my signa 
ture, in the presence of two Witnesses. 

FRANK. J. CLAYPOOL. 
Witnesses: 

S. R. HUBBARD, 
G. Y. THORPE. 
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