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To all whom it may concern : :

Be it known that I, Morrrs W. Rosen-
reLp, of Rochester, in the county of Monroe
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Suit-
cases; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the same, reference being had to-the accom-
Pany drawings, forming a part of this speci-
fication, and to the reference-numerals
marked thereon..

My vpresent invention relates to recep-
tacles, and ‘more particularly to cases or
boxes of the kind employed for packing or
transporting men’s and, women’s suits and
like articles of clothing, and it has for itd

. 6bject to provide a cheap, strong and ser-

viceable box of this character in the nature
of an ordinary suit case, provision being
made for securing the cover in place and 2
handle being provided, by means of which it
can be carried about. :

A further object of the invention is to
provide a structure of the foregoing charac-
ter suitable for formation from heavy paper
or card board-and in collapsible form so that
it may assume a flat, knock-down condition,
the said cover securing means ‘and handle
being designed to accord with the fulfilment
of this purpose.

To these and other ends the invention con-
sists in certain improvements and combina-

- tions of parts all as will be hereinafter more

fully described, the novel features being
pointed out in the claims at the end of the
specification. .

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a paper suit case constructed in ac-

. cordance with and illustrating one embodi-
. ment of my invention, the same being shown

in folded or closed position; Fig. 2 is a simi-
lar view showing the cover partly raised;
Fig. 8 is a detail enlarged section taken sub.

_stantially on the line 3—8 of F ig.. 1 and

illustrative of the manner in which the lock-
ing means is engaged ; Fig. 4 is a view simi-
lar to Fig. 3 also taken on the line 3—3 of
Fig. 1, showing the locking' means com-
pletely engaged and the handle in operative
position; Fig. 5 is an enlarged section taken
substantially on the line 5—5 of Fig. 1; Fig.
6 is a perspective view of the case in open
position and illustrating a somewhat differ-
ent form of handle from that shown in the
preceding figures, and Fig. 7 is a detail en-
larged plan view of the front wall of the

.portion, 2 the end walls,
formed continuous with the rear wall 4 but

body of the case illustrative of the manner
in. which the handle is attached or removed.
Similar reference numerals in the several

figures indicate the same parts.
$ to its general structure, its shape, pro-

-portion and the material used, my improved

box may be similar to those in commeon use
for the above mentioned purposes, except
that I prefer to make the cover in onhe piece
with or otherwise hinged to the body por-
tion, instead of being completely separable
and réferring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 indicates the front wall of the body
and 3 the cover

hinged thereto along the scored line 5. The
front wall or flange 6 of the cover overlaps

the corresponding wall of the body when

closed down, as shown in F ig. 1, while the
end walls 7 of the cover similarly overlap the
end walls 2 of the body and their rearward
corners engage beneath flaps 8 provided in
corresponding positions at the rearward cor-
ners of the body. The whole structure may
be blanked out of a single sheet of material
and the various walls of both sections fold
inwardly or outwardly upon one another to
a flat condition in the manner of an ordinary
folding paper box, such features being inde-
pendent of the particular invention to be
claimed hérein. _

The front wall 1 of the body portion
which lies beneath when it and the front
wall 6 of the top are overlapped, is provided
with two parallel slots 9 and 10 that form
between them a securing strap 11 and leave
slightly flexible portions at either side. Ex.
tending substantially coincident with this se-
curing strap 11is a handle strap 12 that may
rest flat against the box above the member 11
and the ends of which are passed through
relatively transverse slots 18 in the wall 1,
by means of which slots, the handle strap is
attached to the body of the case.

The front wall 6 of the cover is provided
with two locking tongues 14 and 15 removed
from the edges of the wall but extending
toward each other and preferably the last
mentioned tongue may be formed by cutting
away a portion of the other. ' These tongues
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are 50 positioned that when the case is closed

the cover may be locked by first pressing the
tongue 14 into the slot 9 on the front wall 1
of the body and then engaging it beneath
what has been termed the securing strap 11
between the slots, as clearlv shown in Fig.
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3, which operation is followed by similar
treatment of the tongue 15 which passes
through the slot 10 and to agsist in ifs en-
gagement beneath the strap 11, said tongue
being relatively short and stiff, a portion 16
adjacent to the slot 10 may be cut away as
shown. It will thus be seen that the cover
cannot be raised until the tongues and par-
ticularly tongue 15, are disengaged and the
two overlapped walls are held tightly to-
gether while they are engaged.

During  the process of engaging the
tongues, the handle strap 12 becomes trans-
posed from a position between the two walls
to a position exteriorly of both of them, or

- at least, the intermediate or gripping por-

20

25

38

40

[
ot

§0

55

tion thereof emerges to the position shown
in Fig. 4, the result being the same as though
it were passed through between the two
tongues 14 and 15. Openings 17 at opposite
ends of the tongues accommodate the handle
strap for this result, the ends remaining at-
tached to the box body.

The handlé strap 12 may also be formed
of heavy paper or card-board and in the
form shown in Figs. 1 to 5, one end is en-
larged or provided with wings forming
shoulders 18 which prevent it from passing
through the end slot 13 while the opposite
end-which is left substantially. the same
width as the several slots, is doubled over at

19 and the two parallel portions thus

formed, together with the portion of the
wall 1 lying between the slots 13, are riveted
or otherwise secured together, as at 20. I
prefer, however, to form the handle strap
as shown in Figs. 6 and 7 wherein one end 1s
constructed as before with the shoulders 18
but the opposite end while being given the
same shape with wings 21 and shoulders 22,
is also bifurcated sc that these wings and
shoulders are movable independently and
may be displaced laterally as shown in Fig.
7, to superposed positions allowing them to
be passed through the slots 13 either jointly
or separately. Therefore, in applying the
strap, the end 21 is threaded through the
slots 13 successively from left to right in
Fig. 7 and the wings then allowed to expand
by their own elasticity, the solid end being
incapable of passing the slot.

Tt will be noted that the securing means
and handle or grip that I have devised nor-

mally lie perfectly flat and in no way inter-.

fere or add any appreciable bulk o the case
when in its knock-down condition.

1,155,136

T claim as my invention:

1. A suit case comprising a body member
and a cover member hinged together and
having overlapping walls or flanges, the un-
der wall being provided with two parallel
slots parallel with the hinge axis and the
superimposed wall with locking tongues re-
moved from the edges thereof and projecting
toward each other trausversely of the said

-axis, said tongues being adapted to engage

in the respective slots.

9. A suit case comprising a body member
and a cover member having overlapping
walls or flanges, the under wall being pro-
vided with two parallel slots-and the super-
imposed wall with locking tongues removed
from the edges thereof and projecting to-
ward each other, said tongues being adapt-
ed to engage in the respective slots, and one

tongue being formed out from an interme-

diate portion of the other.
8. In a suit case, the combination with a
body member and a cover member having a
wall overlapping a wall of the body mem-
ber, the last mentioned wall being provided
with two parallel slots and the superim-
posed wall with locking tongues removed
from the edges thereof and projecting to-
ward each other to engage in the respective
slots of the body wall, the cover wall being
further provided with openings at the ends
of the tongues, of a handle strap secured to
the body walls beyond the ends of the slots
and extending through the openings in the
cover wall so as to be accessible exteriorly
when the cover and body are interlocked.
4. In a suit case, the combination with a

‘body member having parallel slots in one

wall thereof forming a securing strap and a
handle strap secured to the said wall in
superposed relation to such securing strap,
of a cover member having a wall overlap-
ping the said body wall when the case Is
closed .and provided with locking tongues
projecting toward each other and adapted
to permit the handle strap to be passed be-
tween them to the exterior of both walls
when the case is closed and to themselves
pass through the respective slots in the body
wall and to interlock beneath the securing
strap. ) .

MORRIS W. ROSENFELD.

Witnesses:
RusseLt B. GRIrFITH,
M. Mapsine MiziEr.
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