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The invention relates to a device for applica 
tion to the point portions of a turndoWn collar 
of a garment for maintaining said collar point . 
portions in smooth and unwrinkled condition. 
An object of the invention is to provide a de 

vice of the class described which is readily ad 
justable for operative application to collars of 
different designs wherein the collar point por 
tions, extend different distances from the fold 
edges of the collars. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a collar point stiffener which is operative to re 
siliently maintain the stretched and Stiffened 
collar point portions in generally fixed relation 
to the opposed shirt portion and with the tips 
thereof adjacent, the shirt. 
A further object is to provide the foregoing 

features entirely through the provision and use 
of a stiffening unit which is applicable to turn 
down collars of standard construction. 
The invention possesses other objects and fea-, 

tures of advantage, some of which, with the fore 
going, will be set forth or be apparent in the 
following description of a preferred embodiment 
of the device and in the accompanying drawing, 
in which, 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a stiffener unit 
embodying the present invention. 

Figure 2 is an edge view of the unit. 
Figure 3 is a view showing the Stiffener unit 

in operative association with a turndown shirt 
collar and a necktie, the unit being ShoWn in 
dotted lines by reason of its concealment behind 
the Outer collar portion and the tie. 

Figures 4 and 5 are enlarged sections taken at 
the lines 4- 4 and 5-5 respectively in Figure 3. 

Figure 6 is an enlarged view showing the lower 
portions of a strut member of the device, a por 
tion of the structure being broken out for dis 
closing the operative relations of certain ele 
ments of the assembly. 

Figure. 7 is a developed view of the elements 
shown in Figure. 6. 

Figure 8 is an enlarged section taken at 8-8 
in Figure 6. 

Figure.9 is an enlarged perspective view of an 
element of the strut member. 
As particularly shown, the features of the pres 

ent invention are embodied in the structure of 
a unit which essentially comprises a pair of 
similar members 2 connected adjacent their tips 
by means of a crossbar 3. For a reason to be 
hereinafter brought out, the members 2 are of 
adjustable length, said members comprising up 
per and lower sections 4 and 5 which are mu 
tually engaged for relative adjustment longi 
tudinally thereof. Preferably, and as shown, 
the upper sections 4 and the crossbar, 3 are in 
tegrally related and are shaped of a single piece 
of resilient Wire of required size - and resiliency 

(CI, 2-132). 
for accomplishing certain purposes to be here 
after brought Out. 
By way of illustration, the present stiffener 

unit is shown in Figures 3, 4 and 5 as operatively 
associated with a turndown collar 6 having in 
ner and outer parts 7 and 8, a shirt 9 mount 
ing the collar, and a necktie 2 f having neck 
band portions 22, thereof engaged in the fold 23 
of the collar and a knot portion 24 thereof dis 
posed between the collar point portions 25. The 
knot portion 24 of the necktie 2 is arranged to 
more or less conceal the overlap of the ends of 
the inner collar part 7 in a usual manner, and 
a button 26 is operative at said overlap. The 
collar 6 may be either releasably or permanent 
ly attached to the garment 9, the specific re 
lation being generally immaterial to the present 
invention. It is noted that the collar points 25 
lie opposite the garment front 27 and comprise 
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those portions of the outer, or facing, part 8 of 20 
the collar which extend from the ends of the 
collar and between the collar tips 28 and the 
collar edge 29 which is defined by the collar 
fold 23 externally thereof. 
It will now be noted that the members 2 of 

the unit are arranged for concealed installa 
tion behind the collar points 25 and extend within 
the fold 23 for engagement with and between the 
collar tips 28 and the collar material at the top of 
the fold 23 whereby they may be operative as 
struts to stretch and stiffen the collar point por 
tions, particularly when such portions are soft or 
limber as in a soft or unstarched collar. The 
members 2 are of similar structure but have their 
elements in mutually complementary, or right 
and-left-hand arrangement for use at the light 
and left side points of a collar; accordingly, the 
following description of the elements thereof will 
be understood as applying to either and both of 
the members f2. Since the point portions of 
collars of different manufacture or design may 
have different widths as measured from the collar 
tips to the top collar edge, the present construc 
tion of each member With the mutually adjust 
able sections 4 and 5 will be understood as pro 
viding for a maximum operative length of the 
member when the same is operatively associated 
With a collar point. 

Referring now to the disclosed structures and 
relation of the Sections 4 and 5 of the members 
2, the section 5 is seen to comprise an element 
which is generally tubular for receiving the lower 
end of the section 4 in adjusted relation therein. 
At its Upper end, the Section f 4 is provided with 
a rounded bend or - Crook portion 3 for use as a 
thrust bearing Within a collar fold. A V bend 
is provided at the lower end of the strut section 
4, and the bent back portion 32 thereat is formed 

With a lateral offset 33 therein providing a de 
tent, said detent lying in the plane of the V bend 
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and extending outwardly of the space defined in 
the bend. Since the section f4 is shaped of re 
silient material, the portion 32 is understood to 
provide a resiliently displaceable mounting for 
the detent whereby said portion and the detent 
may be displaced in the plane of the V bend 
while its restoration to its normal position is re 
siliently urged; in this manner the structure pro 
Wides, in effect, a Spring detent. - 
The tubular element f 5 is of generally elliptical 

cross-section whereby its bore provides a space 
of elongated cross-section therea croSS - and for . 
receiving the V bend of the member 4 in the 
planethereof. Notches 34 are provided along and 
through one edge of the element 5 for selectively. 
receiving the detent 33, said detent arranged to 
be constantly displaced away from the section 
4 while disposed in the bore of the element. 5; 

in this manner, the detent is constantly urged 
outwardly to engage or remain in a notch 34. 
For releasing the strut sections for mutual ad 
justment, the detent 33 may be. pressed inwardly 
by use of a fingernail applied thereto through 
the notch 34 thereat, it thus being understood 
that the sections 4 and 5 are arranged to be 
positively and releasably held in any. One of a 
plurality of adjusted relations. . . - . . . . . 
A prong 36 is provided at the lower end of the 

element 5 for removable engagement in a collar 
tip. As is particularly brought out in Figures 6 - 
to 9 inclusive, the prong 36 comprises part of an . 
element 35, said element shaped of a single piece 
of relatively stiff wire or the like. In its present 
embodiment, the element 35 comprises the prong 
36, a guard portion 37 extending perpendicularly 
from the base of the prong, a portion 38 extending . 
perpendicularly from the portion 31 and in per 
pendicular relation to the common plane of the 
prong and the portion 37, a portion 39 making a 
right angle with the portion 38 and in parallel right angle O tion. With the collar 6 and necktie 21, the loop opposition to the prong, a U-shaped portion 4 
having its plane perpendicular to the portion 39, 
and an end portion 42 perpendicular to the plane 
of the portion 4 and in parallel opposition to the 
prong. 36. It is noted that the various portions 
of the element 35 are integrally associated in end 
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to-end relation, and that the portion 4 and prong 
36 lie at Opposite sides of the plane defined by 
the portions 38, 39 and 42. - 
As is particularly brought out in Figures 6 to 8 

inclusive, the element 35 is so mounted at the 
lower end of the element 5 that the guard por 
tion 37 of the element 35 extends through a flat 
front wall portion 43 of the element 5, the mu 
tually coplanar portions 38 and 39 and 42 lie 
within the bore of the element 5, and the portion 
4 lies transversely against the lower end of the 
element:5 to extend beyond the other flat wall 
portion 44 of the latter element. The portion 4, 
it is noted, provides a guard for the lower end of 
the element 5 whereby the more-or-less sharp 
lower end of the wall portion 44 thereat may be 
held out of engagement with the garment front 
27, this functioning of the portion 4 being illus 
trated in Figure 4. In addition to the extension 
of the guard portion 3 through a perforation of 
the Wall 43 and the bearing of the portion 4 
against the lower end of the element 5, the sides 
43 and 44 of the element may be pressed against 
and partially around the portions 39 and 42 for 
completing a firm securement of the element in its 
mounted position. 
By reference to Figure 7, it will be noted that 

the element 5 is adapted for shaping from a 

2,032,266 
rectangular blank 5’ having perforations 34' 
therein to provide the notches 34 when the ele 
ment is shaped from the blank. With the ele 
ment 35 placed thereon in its appointed position, 
the side edges of the blank f 5 may be brought is 
into mutual abutment at the front wall portion 
43 and in a line through the perforation which 
receives the guard portion 37 of the element 35, 

... Said perforation provided by complementary 
notches in said edges. In this manner, the pre- 0 
formed element 35 may be mounted on the ele 
ment. 5 in fixed unitary association therewith. 
It Will now be clear that, with the strut member 
f2 adjusted to an appropriate length thereof, 
the insertion of the prong 36 in the collar tip is 
28 to the limit imposed by the prong guard 37. 
provides a lower bearing for the strut member 
whereby it may be compressedly engaged between 
the collar tips and the fold 23 for smoothing 
and/or stiffening the collar point in the indicated 20 
manner. ... 

It will now be noted that the two strut mem. 
bers 2 of the unit are generally coplanar. 
both before and after an operative mounting of 
the unit. On a collar. The crossbar 3 extends. 25. 
from and between the ends of the bends 3 at 
points of the members 2 inwardly of the line. 
of the extreme upper ends of the members, the 
Spacing of said points from said line being no 
less than the width of the tie portions 22 ad-30. 
jacent the tie knot. The crossbar 3 comprises 
generally aligned end portions 45 and a con 
necting arcuate portion 46. Preferably, and as 
particularly shown in Figure 2, the unit portions. 
31 and 45 lie generally in a cylindrical surface 35 
of curvature approximating that of the collar, 
While the portion 46 extends obliquely down 
wardly and outwardly from such surface of cur 
Vature and the plane of the members 2. 
In mounting the unit in operative associa- 40 

ends 3 of the strut members are preferably en 
gaged between the outer sides of the tie portions 
22 in the fold 23 and the collar portions 25, 
and the crossbar 3 is placed behind the tie knots 24, it being noted that the tie portions.22 cross 
over the crossbar at and above the end portions. 
45 thereof. It will be understood that the afore--. 
Said disposal of the tie portions 22 above the 
crossbar portions 45 retains the tie knot in its ap-. 50 
pointed place between the collar points. When 
the collar tips 28 engage the garment front 27, 
the central crossbar portion 46 is preferably ar. 
ranged to be deflected from its normal relation. 
in the unit by reason of its engagement with 55 
the back of the knot. 24; in this manner, the . 
collar tips are resiliently held against the gar-. 
ment front, it being noted that the unit is gen 
erally operative as a bell-crank lever having its ... 
fulcrum at the points where the strut ends, 3 Go 
engage the necktie band portions 22. The unit. 

is thus understood to be inherently operative 
to both smooth and stiffen the collar points and 
to hold the points inwardly against the garment. 

Normally, and as shown in Figure 1, the strut 65 
members f2 are convergent from their upper ends, 
Said members assuming the approximately par- . 
allel relation shown in Figure 3 when the unit 
is operatively installed in association with a collar 
and necktie. By reason of the integral structure to of the assembly comprising the unit portions 3. 
and 4, and the formation of such assembly with 
resilient Wire, the unit f f, while accomplishing. 
the purposes set forth, does not, because of its 
resiliently yielding qualities, interefere in any 



O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

70 

2,032,266 
Way with the comfort of a person wearing the 
garment. 
From the foregoing description taken in con 

nection with the accompanying drawing, the ad 
Wantages of the construction and method of op 
eration will be readily understood by those skilled 
in the art to which the invention appertains, 
and while I have described the principle of op 
eration, together with a device which I now con 
sider to be a preferred embodiment thereof, I 
desire to have it understood that the device shown 
is merely illustrative, and that such changes may 
be made, when desired, as fall within the Scope of 
the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim as 
new and desire to Secure by Fetters Patent of the 
United States the following: 

1. In a collar point Stretcher for use with dif 
ferent turndown collars having point portions of 
differing lengths as measured from the fold of 
the collar, elongated Strut members for Operative 
disposal behind collar point portions, a cross-bar 
element connecting said members in unitary as 
sociation, and adjustable means to adjust the 
length of each of Said members to conform to 
the length of the collar point portion to be 
stretched thereWith, and a releasable means for 
positively maintaining the adjusted length of 
each Of Said Strut members whereby the member 
is arranged to operatively extend between the 
tip of Said collar point and said collar fold. 

2. In a collar point stretcher for use with a 
turndown collar having complementary collar 
point -portions extending from the fold of the 
collar, elongated strut members for concealed and 
operative disposal behind said collar point por 
tions, a croSS-bar connecting said members in 
unitary aSSociation, means on each member for 
fixedly engaging the tip of said collar, and ad 
justable means to adjust the length of each of 
Said members whereby the disposal of the other 
end of the member in Said fold while the first 
end engages the collar tip may be arranged to 
longitudinally compress the member as a strut 
between said fold and collar tip and thereby 
Stretch the said collar point portion and releas 
able means normally operative for positively 
maintaining the adjusted length of each of Said 
Strut members. 

3. In a stretcher for the point portions of a 
turndown collar, a pair of strut members extend 
ing from a common cross-bar element and each 
Comprising an upper Section formed of Wire and 
shaped with a return bend at its upper end pro 
Viding a thrust bearing for insertion in the fold 
of the collar, a lower section telescopically receiv 
ing the lower end of the first section, adjustable 
means coactive between the sections to positive 
ly and releasably Secure them against relative 
movement and in any one of a plurality of ad 
justed relations whereby to provide for the ad 
justment of the effective length of the member, 
and a prong carried by Said lower Section for a 
limited and fixed degree of engagement in the 
tip of the collar point. 

4. In a stretcher for the point portions of a 
turndown collar, a pair of strut members ex 
tending from a common cross-bar element and 
each comprising an upper section formed of re 
silient Wire having a lower part turned back to 
define a V point at the lower end of the Section. 
an offset in Said turned-back part extending out 

3 
wardly from the V in the plane thereof, a lower 
tubular Section of the member telescopically re 
ceiving said lower end of the first section therein, 
notches in said lower Section for selectively re 
ceiving said offset whereby the same is operative 
therein as a detent to releasably retain said sec 
tions against relative longitudinal movement 
thereof, and a prong carried by said lower Section 
for a limited and fixed degree of engagement in 
the tip of the collar point from the back thereof. 

5. In a stretcher for the point portions of a 
turndoWn collar of a garment; a pair of strut 
members extending from a common cross-bar 
element and each comprising telescopically en 
gaged upper and lower sections; adjustable means 
COOperative between Said strut sections of each 
member to positively secure the Sections in ad 
justed relation; means on each upper strut sec 
tion providing a thrust bearing at the upper end 
thereof; and a terminal element at the lower end 
of each lower section fixed thereto and providing 
a prong for piercing the collar tip, a guard por 
tion to limit the degree of engagement of the 
prong in the collar tip, and a Second guard por 
tion engageable with the garment for preventing 
the direct engagement of the lower end of the 
lower Said section with the garment. 

6. In a stretcher for the point portions of a 
turndown collar, a cross-bar, strut members ex 
tending from the extremities of the CrOSS-bar for 
engagement as struts between the tips of the col 
lar point portions and the collar fold and each 
comprising a pair of telescopically engaged ele 
ments, and detent means coactive between the 
elements of each strut member to releasably se 
Cure the Same in longitudinally adjusted relation 
whereby the strut member may be fitted to a 
collar point for Operative engagement therewith. 

7. In a stretcher for the point portions of a 
turndown collar, a crossbar, elongated strut mem 
bers of adjustable length extending from Said 
CrOSSbar for Operative disposal behind different 
collar point portions for stretching the latter, 
and releasable means normally operative for posi 
tively maintaining the length adjustment of each 
of Said Strut members. 

8. In a stretcher for the point portions of a 
turndown collar, a pair of strut members extend 
ing from a common crossbar element and each 
Comprising an upper Section formed of wire and 
Shaped with a return bend at its upper end pro 
Viding a thrust bearing for insertion in the fold 
of the collar, a lower section telescopically receiv 
ing the lower end of the first section, and adjust 
able means coactive between the sections to posi 
tively and releasably interlock the sections 
against relative movement and in any one of a 
plurality of adjusted relations whereby to pro 
Wide for the adjustment of the effective length 
of the member. 

9. In a stretcher for the point portions of a 
turndown collar, a crossbar, strut members of ad 
justable length extending from the extremities of 
the CrOSSbar for engagement as struts between 
the tips of the collar point portions and the collar 
fold and each comprising a pair of mutually 
aligned and engaged elements, and interlocking 
means coactive between the elements of each 
Strut to releasably secure the same in longitudi 
nally adjusted condition. 

JOSEPH DE BENEDETTI. 
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