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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
SEARCY T. HUTCHINSON, OF SAN ANTONIO, TEXAs. 

FOLDING cot. 
SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 643,137, dated February 13, 1900. 

Application filed May 3, 1899, Serial No. 715,416. (No model.) 
To all whom it may concern: s 
Beit known that I, SEARCYT.H.UTCHINSON, 

Antonio, in the county of Bexar and State of 
Texas, have invented a new and useful Fold 
ing Cot, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to folding cots adapt 

ed for use as military cots; and one object 
in view is to provide a device of this class 
which may be folded in compact form for 
transportation and storage and which when 
extended in its operative position is suffi 
ciently rigid and substantial, there being no 
detachable element, and, furthermore, to pro 
vide such a construction and arrangement of 
parts that when folded the flexible webbing 
or cover constitutes a sheath in which the 
frame members are wrapped and by which 
said members are held in their folded posi 
tions. . . . . , . , ... : ' ' 

Further objects and advantages of this in 
vention will appear in the following descrip 
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- view of one of the braces. 
45. 

tion, and the novel features thereof will be 
particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a cot constructed in accordance with . 
my invention, the parts being arranged in op 
erative position. Fig. 2 is a similar view 
showing the cot inverted. Fig. 3 is a similar 
view showing the first step in the operation 
of folding the cott and indicating in full lines 
one of the terminal legs or standards in its 
folded position and the other in an extended 
position and also indicating in dotted lines 
the second-named leg or support in its folded 
position. Fig. 4 is a similar view of the cot 
when folded for transportation, the webbing 
being secured to encircle the members of the 
frame to maintain them in their folded posi 
tions. Fig. 5 is a detail view of one of the 
leg or support members. Fig. 6 is a similar 

Similar reference characters indicate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
1ngs. 

I designates the side bars of a cot connected 
by a webbing or cover 2, of canvas or equiv 
alent material, said side bars being provided 
with terminal supports or legs 3, which are of 
folding construction. Each support or leg 

consists of intermediately-pivoted members 
3° and 3, preferably tapered in width toward 
their lower ends and reduced in thickness 
from their pivotal points downward to provide. 
for the compact folding thereof. Also the up 
per portions of the leg members are cut away 
or recessed, as shown at 3, sufficiently to al 
low the inner surfaces of the side bars 1 to 
come into contact when the cot is folded. 
The upper ends of the leg members 3 and 3 
are hingedly mounted upon the under sides 
of the side bars 1, the hinges 4 being of any 
preferred construction and being so related 
that when the side bars 1 are in contact the 
hinge-pins of the hinges which connect the 
members 3 and 3 of each leg to said side bars 
areinalinement, thus adapting the legstofold 
inward, as indicated in Fig. 3. Furthermore, 
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7o each leg is provided with a folding brace 5, 
of which the pivotally-connected members are 
terminally pivoted, respectively, to one of the 
side bars and to one of the members of a leg or support, a suitable stop 6 being employed 
in connection with each brace to limit the ex 
tension thereof, and hence limit the outward 

ports when the cot is in its operative position. 
Owing to the fact that the hinge-pins are 

arranged perpendicular or at right angles to 
the pivot connecting the members of the legs 
or supports, the legs must be extended (when 
in a folded position) before the side bars are 
separated, and conversely the side bars must 
be moved inward (from a separated position) 
and arranged in contact before the legs are 
folded, and when after extending the legs the 
side bars are separated the hinge-pins are so 
positioned (out of alinement) with relation to 
the pivots of the leg members as to prevent 
accidental folding of the legs. Furthermore, 
the leg members terminate abruptly at their 
upper ends, and to allow a slight outward de 
flection of the legs toward their lower ends 
the under sides of the bars 1 may be slightly 
recessed, as indicated at 7, to form seats for 
said upper extremities of the leg members. 

It is obvious that when the side bars of the 
cot are moved inward into contact the web 
bing of canvas or other material will be bowed 
upward to form a transverse loop of which 
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deflection of the lower ends of the legs or sup 
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the sides may be arranged in contact, and I. 
have found in practice that with a cot of the 
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ordinary dimensions this webbing when dou 
bled is just sufficient to fold around the pre 
viously-folded legs or supports, as indicated 
in Fig. 4, to cause the folded edge to overlap 
the adjacent side bar, and by providing fas 
tening devices to secure the webbing or cover 
in its wrapped position it is adapted to serve 
as a means of securing the legs against dis 
placement and form of the cot a roll which 
may be packed in small compass for storage 
and transportation. In the construction illus 
trated the intermediate looped portion of the 
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webbing or cover is provided with tongues 8, 
having eyes 9 for engagement with headed 
pins 10, projecting from one of the side bars, 
and I may also, as shown in the drawings, 
provide the webbing at the center of its length 
With registering eyelets 11 for engagement 
with an intermediate headed pin 12. Fur 
thermore, secured to the upper side of the 
webbing, near its ends, and disposed trans 
versely are handle or grip loops 13, of which 
the above-mentioned tongues may form ex 
tensions, the function of said grip-loops be 
ing to facilitate the unfolding or extension of 
the cot to occupy a normal or operative po 
sition. For instance, when it is desired to 
extend the cot the looped or doubled edge of 
the webbing is detached from the headed pins 
or other fastening devices and the grip-loops 
are grasped and the cot is raised to allow the 
legs to swing downward, after which the low 
ering of the grip-loops to bring the lower ex 
tremities of the leg members into contact with 
the floor or supporting-surface will cause the 
spreading of said lower extremities, and con 
sequently of the side, bars, and the cot will 
at once spread automatically to its operative 
position. Thus without manipulation and 
simply by elevating the cot by means of the 
grip-loops it may be spread, whereby the op 
eration of setting up the cottis simplified. To 
fold, the grip-loops are again grasped and the 
cot is raised to cause the inward movement 
of the side bars, after which the structure is 
deposited upon one side or on its top. As in 
dicated in Fig. 3, the legs are folded inward 
to occupy positions parallel with the side bars 
and the cover is wrapped therearound to se 
cure the parts in their folded positions. The 
upper ends of the leg members correspond in 
width with the side bars, and owing to the 
tapered construction of said leg members to 
Ward their lower extremities when folded the 
legs lie wholly within the contour of the ad 
jacent parallel side bars, and when the cover 
is wrapped therearound the bundle formed is 
of the full length of the cot, but is contracted 
in dimensions transversely to occupy the mini 
mum space. 
An important feature of the construction 

described resides in the fact that the side 
bars of the cot are adapted to fold together 
and that the legs are then adapted to fold 
upward against and parallel with the sides, 
whereby the folded cot forms a compact bun 
dle capable of transportation with facility. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim is 

1. A cot having parallel side bars, a con 
necting flexible webbing secured at its side 
edges to said side bars, folding legs compris 
ing tapering members pivotally connected at 
intermediate points and having their oppos 
ing sides cut away from the pivot downward 
the entire transverse extent and from the pivot upward on diagonal lines, whereby the 
said members are adapted to lie and operate 
in the same plane, and said membershingedly 
mounted at their upper extremities respec 
tively upon said side bars, the side bars be 
ing adapted for arrangement in contact at 
their adjacent sides, and the legs being adapt 
ed to fold inward and lie laterally within the 
contour of the folded side bars, and the trans 
versely-alined webbing being adapted to be 
wrapped around said side bars and folded 
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legs, and means for securing the webbing in 
its wrapped condition, the same consisting of 
headed pins upon one side of the bars, and 
eyelets arranged near the looped portion of 
the webbing to engage said pins, substantially 
as specified. 

2. A cot having parallel side. bars, a con 
necting flexible webbing secured at its side 
edges to said side bars, folding legs each com 
prising members pivotally connected at in 
termediate points and hingedly mounted at 
their upper extremities upon said side bars, 
and the transversely-looped webbing being 
adapted to be wrapped around said side bars 
and folded legs, headed pins projected from 
one of said side bars, and transversely-ar 
ranged grip-loops attached to the upper sur 
face of the webbing and extended to form 
tongues provided with eyelets for engaging 
said pins, substantially as specified. 

3. A cot having parallel side bars, a con 
necting flexible webbing secured at its side 
edges to said side bars, folding legs, each com 
prising members pivotally connected at in 
termediate points, and hingedly mounted at 
their upper extremities respectively upon said 
side bars, the side bars being adapted for ar 
rangement in contact at their adjacent sides, 
and the legs being adapted to fold inward and 
lie laterally within the contour of the folded 
side bars, and the transversely-looped web 
bing being adapted to be wrapped around said 
side bars and folded legs, transversely-dis 
posed grip-loops attached to the upper sur 
face of the webbing at spaced points, and ex 
tended to form tongues having eyelets, and 
means carried by one of the side bars for en 
gaging said tongues when the webbing is 
Wrapped around the folded frame members 
of the cot, substantially as specified. 

4. The herein-describedcot having parallel 
side bars, a connecting flexible webbing se 
cured at its side edges to said side bars, ter 
minal legs or supports for the side bars each 
consisting of members pivotally connected at 
intermediate points to fold in parallel planes, 
and having their upper ends hinged respec 
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tively to said side bars, jointed braces be 
tween one member of each leg or support and 
the adjacent side bars, said braces being pro 
vided with stops to limit their extension, and 
the side bars having their inner edges adja 
cent to the legs recessed, the said recesses 
unitedly forming seats when the side bars are 
brought together to receive the jointed braces 
when folded, and means for securing the web 

Io bing when wrapped about the side bars and 

folded legs or supports, substantially as speci 
fied. r 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

SEARCY T. HUTCHINSON. 
Witnesses: 

T. H. MULLIN, 
JOHN WOODS. 

  


