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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FAY H. C. GRAVEs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Springfield, in the county of ampden and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer 
tain new and useful improvements in Fence 
Tools, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawing. 
This invention refers to tools and more 

particularly to those adapted for use in con 
nection with the proper installation of 
fencing or fence wires on posts, or devices 
to which such could be appropriately at 
tached. 
The invention has among its objects to 

provide such a tool with parts or a combi 
nation of parts that the work of attaching 
fences with staples to posts can be readily, 
quickly and conveniently done, or to mailip 
ulate the ends of wires or other attachments 
used in the work, whereby they will afford 
a strong and tight means of tying in fences 
or fence wires or the like. Another object 
is to have such a tool that it will not only 
have an effective action but also have a 
relatively great leverage that will eliminate 
all unnecessary looseness in the staples or 
wires used in connection with it. Another 
object is to have the tool such that it may 
be used to undo its work effectively should 
such be required; and many other objects 
will become apparent as the invention is 
more fully set forth. 
The use of fences is increasing in lines 

that seem to indicate the use of metal posts 
in preference to other kinds. Such posts 
are usually provided with small holes prop 
erly spaced and disposed so that when 
staples are used in the holes and around the 
wires they will hold the fence wires. The 
use of the staples is customary, although 
other means are also used in certain cases. 
The staples are however hard to instal be 
cause the tools used for them do not bend 
the staples properly or require the use of 
several workment or implements. This de 
vice takes the staples or wire end, and with 
a slight rotating action of the hand, bends 
it over against the post where it securely 
presses against the same and in a resilient 
manner by reason of the peculiar bend it 
gives the staple. 
The jaws 2 and 3, which may be termed 

teeth, are placed adjacent to the end of the 
shank and are separated from each other 
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by the opening 4, and offset outwardly from 
the sides of the shank as indicated in the 
drawings, so as to be open to receive the 
Staple legs. . . . 
The tool can be used in the reverse way 

for intying the staples or wire pieces or 
similar devices used for the purpose. 

in the drawings which illustrate by way 
of example an eibodiment of this inven 
tion :- 

Figure is a view in perspective of a 
stapling tool and also a side elevation of 
a staple that has been operated upon and 
in position; ... . . . . . . . 
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Fig. 2 is a view of the stapling tool ready. E. 

to bend a staple end or leg; Fig. 3 is a view 
With the tool in a position after taking a 
ninety degrees movement, and Fig. 4 is a 
view of the tool after it has completed its 5 
novenient and bent the staple leg completely . 
over and in the form shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 5 is a modified form of the tool hav 
ing the jaws on one side of the tool; 

Fig. 6 is another modified form with the 
jaws on both sides at one end; 

Fig. is another modified form having 
jaws on opposite ends and sides; and 

Fig. 8 is another modified form using an 
offset handle such as might be required in 
certain cases. 

Similar reference characters refer to sim 
ilar parts throughout the drawings. 

in the construction shown 1 represents 
the shank of the tool, and 2 an outer jaw, 
and 3 an inner jaw at an end of the shank. 
A space or slot 4 is provided between the 
jaws and is sufficiently large to permit the 
insertion of the leg of a staple or the like. 
Jaws in the type shown in Fig. 1, are pro 
vided at both ends not only to afford a 
larger number of jaws but also to provide 
a stop that will prevent the tool slipping 
out of the hand while its other jaw end is 
being used on a staple. 
The legs of the staples are shown at 6 

and 7 with a connecting bend or hump 8 
adapted to embrace a fence wire 9. The 
staple is inserted in the slot 10 of an iron 
fence post 11 over the wire 9, and the legs 
brought out through on the other side of 
the iron. The jaw 2 is placed on the side of 
the leg of the staple to which it is desired 
to bend the latter. This places the slot 4 
about the leg and the jaw 3 ready to press 
against it. The shank is then raised and 
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the jaw 3 pressed against the leg. This 
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causes the leg to bead and rotate towards 
the face of the post. 
tool is continued until the leg is pressed over 
the jaw 2 and in the form shown in Fig. 1. 
The result brings the leg down against the 
post face with a slight hump in rear of the 
point of the staple leg. 
The operator then uses the tool similarly 

on the other leg of the staple, and the tie : 
of the fence wire is completed. 
The various modifications appear Seii 

explanatory, and use in general the same 
operations in their functioning. All the 
jaws need not be of the saiane size but inade 
to meet the requirements or various forms 
and sizes of wire and staples used. 
While several forms of the invention have 

been shown in the drawings, it is not de 
sired to limit this application for patent to 
these particular forms or in any other Way, 
otherwise than limited by the prior art, as 
other constructions could be used that would 
employ the same principles and coine within 
the scope of the appended claii. 

The rotation of the 
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What I claim is:- - 
A stapling tool of the class described, 

comprising a flat body of substantial uni 
form thickness and substantially rectangular 
in cross-section and with all its parts in sub 
stantially the same plane, said body having 
adjacent its flat outer end a plurality of 
jaws spaced apart and offset equally from 
the same side of the body and in the plane 
thereof, said iaws being rectangular in 
cl'OSS-section and of the same width and 
having inner and outer parallel edges per 
pendicular to the longitudinal axis of the 
body, which inner edges are suitably spaced 
apart, whereby the jaws are adapted to en 
gage either or both legs of a staple to bend 
it. as desired when the tool is rotated on 
said end. 

In testimony whereof hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

FAY H. C. GRAVES. 
Witnesses: 

JoHN B. S.HEA, 
A. P. CoNNOR. 
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