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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, James C. PorsTer, a
citizen of the United States, residing at To-
peka, in the county of Shawnee and State of
Kansas, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Safety-Razor-Blade Holders,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention is an improved device to
hold a safety razor blade and enable the
blade to be readily stropped, the object of
the invention being to provide an improved
device of this kind which is cheap and sim-
ple in construction, is strong and durable,
and which forms a holder for a safety razor
blade and enables the blade to be readily
stropped and to be then readily detached
from the holder. ,

The invention consists in the features of
construction, combination, and arrangement
of devices, hereinafter fully described-and
claimed. i 4 s

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure
1 is a longitudinal sectional view of a safety
razor blade holder constructed and arranged

in accordance with my invention and show-, -

ing the follower pin and the blade gripping
jaws in elevation and also showing the jaws
in blade gripping position. Fig. 2 is a simi-
lar view, showing the jaws in blade releasing
position. Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional
view on the plane indicated by the line 3—3
of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is an end elevation, with
the jaws in section on the plane indicated by
the {ine 4—4 of Fig. 1. Fig.5isa detailside
elevation of the inner end of the follower
pin. Fig. 6 is an end elevation of the same.
Fig. 7 is an elevation of the same at right
angles to Fig. 5. Fig. 8 is a detail end eleva-
tion of the tubular handle with the jaws
removed. Fig. 9 is an end elevation of the
holder - and .showing the jaws thereof dr-
ranged to grip a thin blade. Fig. 10 is a
similar view with the jaws arranged for
gripping the thick back of a blade.

In the embodiment of my invention, I
provide a tubular handle 1 which has a clo-

. sure 2 at one end provided with a pair of
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crossed slots 3, 4, of unequal length, the slot
3 being shorter than the slot 4 and the inter-
section of said slots corresponding with the

center of the closure and so ‘that a central

opening is formed in the closure. Each slot
is provided with a substantially semi-circu-
lar outer end as shown. The opposite end of
the tubular handle is interiorly threaded to

receive a screw plug 5 which has a knurled
head 6.

... A follower pin 7 is arranged for longitu-
dinal movement in the tubular handle and
1s rectangular in cross section to provide
edges 8 which bear against the wall of the

_bore of the tubular handle so that the fol-

lower pin is centered in the bore of the

handle and is also adapted to move longitu- -

dinally therein. To prevent the follower

pin from turning, I provide a guide pin -

9 which projects inwardlj through an
opening 10 in one side of the tubular han-

~dle and has a notch 11 at its inner end, the

sides of said notch being at right angles to
each other so that said notch 1s adapted to
receive and fit one edge 8 of the follower

‘pin.  The follower pin bears against and is_

moved longitudinally by the screw plug 5.
At the front end of the follower pin is a
centrally arranged projection 12 which is

 flattened on opposite sides as at 13 and. is

also beveled on opposite edges as at 14, so
that said.projection is pointed. .
1 also provide a pair of jaws 15 for grip-
ping a safety razor blade between them.
hese jaws are substantially semi - cylin-
drical in cross section, have their flattened
sides opposed to each other and have their
outer ends inwardly beveled as at 16 to fa-
cilitate the insertion of a razor blade be-
tween them. The opposing sides of the
jaws are also hollowed longitudinally and
transversely as at 17, at points spaced from
the outer ends of the jaws. The inner ends,
of the jaws are enlarged as at 18 and ar-
ranged in the tubular handle, the jaws pro-
jecting out through the central opening in
the closure 2 and being engaged in ome of
the crossed slots in said closure. "When the
holder is to be used for gripping a thin
safety razor blade in which the opposing
sides of the jaws are to come directly in
contact, with opposite surfaces of the blade,
the jaws are arranged in the shorter slot 3,
as shown in Fig. 9. When, however, the

Jjaws are to engage the thickened back of a

safety razor blade, they are arranged in the
ends of the longer slot 4, as shown in Fig.
10. The enlarged inner portions 18 of the
jaws are provided with tapered shoulders
19. The inner ends of the enlarged portions
of the jaws are provided in their opposing
sides with triangular camming notches 20
for the reception of the oppositely beveled
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edges 14 of the projecting portion 12 of the
follower pin. :

When a blade has been arranged between
the jaws, the screw plug is then turned fo
cause the follower pin to move outwardly
and in so doing force the inner ends of the
enlarged portions of the jaws apart, thus
causing the jaws to grip the blade between
them. The blade is first gripped between
the inner and outer ends of the jaws and as
the thrust of the follower pin continues the
hollowed surfaces 17 of the jaws grip the
blade also, the jaws flexing slightly to per-
mit this and hence the blade 1s gripped at
all points from end to end between the op-
posing surfaces of the jaws and is firmly
and securely held. :

The tapered shoulder 19 of the jaws pre-
vents the jaws from sliding forwardly and
also assists in bringing the jaws together.

" 'Fhe blade may be gripped by the jaws at
. any desired part of the blade, either directly
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at its rear edge or at a point spaced from
the rear edge as may be desired and to fa-
cilitate the arrangement of the blade at the
most desirable angle on the strop, when
stropping the blade. Owing to their cross
sectional semi-cylindrical form, the jaws,
when the device is used for stropping a
blade enable the blade to be readily turned
to present either edge thereof to the strop
as will be understood. '

Having described the invention, what is

claimed 1s: .

1. In a safety razor blade holder, a tubu-
lar handle having a closure at.one end pro-
vided with a slot, in combination with a pair
of .blade gripping jaws extending through
said slot, and having enlarged inner portions
arranged in the tubular handle and provided

. with a tapered shoulder to bear against the
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inner side of said closure, a follower pin in
the handle, having a pointed end engaging
the inner ends.of the jaws and a screw in
the outer end of the handle to move said
follower pin and cause the latter to spread

1,213,188

the inner ends of the jaws and thereby cause
the outer portions of the jaws to grip a blade
between them.

2. In a safety razor blade holder, a tubu-
lar handle, a pair of blade gripping jaws, a
follower pin to operate the jaws, said fol-
lower pin being polygonal in cross section,
and fitted for longitudinal movement in the
tubular handle, a screw to operate said pin,
and a guide pin for. the follower pin, said
guide pin projecting into the bore of the
handle and having a notch to engage one
edge of the follower pin.

3. In a device of the class described a tu-
bular handle having a closure at one end
provided with crossed slots of unequal length
and intersecting at the center, a pair of
gripping jaws extending through one of
said slots and having enlarged inner por-
tions arranged in the handle and provided
with a tapered shoulder to bear against the

-inner side of said closure, a follower pin

mounted for longitudinal movement and
having a pointed end engaged between the
inner.ends of the enlarged inner portions of
the jaws, said pin being removable from the
tubular handle to permit the jaws to be ar-
ranged in either of said slots, and means to
operate said pin. . )

4. In a device of the class described, a
handle having a portion provided with a
slot, a pair of jaws extending through and
arranged in the ends of the said slot, said
jaws having a tapered shoulder on the inner
side of said portion and being provided at

“their inner ends with camming grooves, a

follower pin mounted for longitudinal move-
ment and having a pointed end engaged in
said camming grooves, and means to oper-
ate said pin. . '

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES C. POISTER.
Witnesses:

G. B. Garun,
W. S. Isnurn.
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