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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ADOLPH. S. KLEIN, OF CILEVELAND, OHIO. 

FILING-CABINET, 

1,289,190. 
Application filed January 29, 1917. Serial No. 145,091. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ADOLPH. S. KLEIN, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Cleveland, in the county of Cuya 
hoga and State of Ohio, have invented cel 
tain new and useful Improvements in Filing 
Cabinets; and I hereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it pertains to 
make and use the same. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

filing cabinets, and more especially to a fil 
ing cabinet comprising a rotary file ar 
ranged substantially horizontally within a 
case and comprising compartments arranged 
side by side circumferentially of the axis of 
the file and accessible through an opening in 
the case and comprising means arranged 
externally of the case for rotating said file 
and thereby enable the bringing of any colm 
partment opposite Said opening and permit 
access to said compartment at said opening. 
One object of this invention is to opera 

tively provide said file externally of the 
aforesaid case with a rotary member for 
rotating the file and to utilize said external 
rotary member as a support for holders 
adapted to receive index-cards and spaced 
circumferentially of said external rotary 
member. 
Another object is to lock said external 

rotary member and the connected file against 
rotation. 
Another object is to enable an index-card 

holder to participate in locking the file 
against rotation. 
Another object is to have the aforesaid 

case provided with a top having the herein 
before mentioned opening for access to the 
compartments of the file, and to provide said 
case with a table-forming leaf which is piv 
otally connected to the case and arranged to 
swing in a vertical plane and has a closure 
for said opening. 
Another object is to produce a sanitary 

filing cabinet of the character indicated 
which is simple and durable in construction, 
convenient, substantially dust-proof and not 
liable to get out of order. 
With these objects in view, and to the end 

of attaining any other object hereinafter ap 
pearing, this invention consists in certain 
features of construction, and combinations 
and relative arrangement of parts, herein 
after described in this specification, pointed 

Specification of Letters. Patent. Patented Dec. 31, 1918. 

Out in the claims and illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings. 

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a right-hand 
side elevation of a filing cabinet embodying 
my invention. Fig. 2 is a central vertical 
Section on line 2-2. Fig. 1, looking rear 
Wardly. Fig. 3 is a vertical section on line 
3-3, Fig. 2, looking in the direction indi 
cated by the arrow. Fig. 4 illustrates a por 
tion of Fig. 3, but in Fig. 4 the table-form 
ing leaf is shown in its upwardly and rear 
Wardly swung position, whereas in Fig. 3 
said leaf is shown in its normal and opening 
closing position. Fig. 5 illustrates a por 
tion of Fig. 2, but in Fig. 5 the table-form 
ing leaf is shown in its upward and rear 
Ward position and a member employed in 
locking the card-holder-carrying rotary 
member against rotation is shown in an in 
operative position, whereas in Fig. 2 said 
locking member is shown in its operative 
position and the table-forming leaf is shown 
in its normal and opening-closing position. 
My improved filing cabinet comprises a 

metal case A which is formed in any ap 
proved manner and comprises a metal top a 
which is provided centrally between the 
front and back of the case A with an open 
ing 6 extending between the sides of the 
C.S. - 

A rotary file is arranged substantially 
horizontally within and centrally of and sup 
ported from the case A and comprises a 
shaft B which is arranged substantially 
horizontally centrally of the case. The shaft 
B is shown extending between and through 
and externally of the sides of the case A and 
preferably extends a suitable distance out 
side of the case at each side of the case. 
Said shaft (see Fig. 2) has bearing at the 
sides of the case in suitably formed boxes C 
which are secured to the case in any ap 
proved manner. Operatively mounted on 
said shaft within the case A is a drum which 
comprises two corresponding spiders D ar 
ranged within the case and spaced longitu 
dinally of the shaft. Said spiders are op 
eratively mounted on said shaft in any ap 
proved manner, and a metal tube d, shown 
circular in cross-section, is mounted on and 
extends between said spiders, which tube (see 
Fig. 2) is secured preferably removably by 
means of screws 7 to said spiders. It will be 
observed therefore that the tube dand spiders 
D form a drum which is operatively mounted 
upon the shaft B and arranged within the 
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proximity to the sides of Said case. 
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case A and extends at its ends into close 
My im 

proved rotary file (see Figs. 2 and 3) also 
comprises compartments 8 arranged side by 
side circumferentially of said drum and con 
sequently circumferentially of the axis of 
the rotary file comprising said drum. Each 
compartment 8 is formed preferably by a 
metal section having a central member E 
extending longitudinally of the drum and 
secured preferably removed by means of 
screws 10 (see Fig. 2) to the drum, and said 
compartment-forming Section comprises tWO 
side membel's e extending longitudinally 
and spaced circumferentially of the drum 
and arranged substantially radially relative 
to the drum. The two side memberse of each 
compartment-forming section diverge there 
fore outwardly from the drum and at their 
farther separated or outer ends and are each 
provided with a resilient member 12 ar 
ranged opposite the central member E of Said 
section. The resilient member 12 of each side 
member e of each compartment-forming sec 
tion extends longitudinally of Said side mem 
ber and toward the other side member of Said 
section. The resilient members 12 of the side 
members e of each compartment - forming 
section converge somewhat in the direction of 
the drum and have substantially radially 
arranged opposing surfaces, as at 13, abut 
ting against each other centrally between 
said side members, and said resilient mem 
bers form a closure for the compartment 
formed by said section and are adapted to be 
flexed inwardly by the introduction at Said 
closure-forming members into said compart 
ment of a hand employed in removing a 
portfolio or other papers or matter which 
may be contained in said compartment. 
Means for rotating the drum, as required 

to bring any compartment 8 of the file op 
posite the opening 6 of the case A for ac 
cess to said compartment through said open 
ing, are provided and comprise an index 
wheel arranged at one side and externally of 
the case and comprising a circular metal 
disk G operatively mounted on the shaft B. 
The disk G is provided at its circumfer 

ence with a laterally and outwardly pro 
jecting annular flange g arranged concen 
trically relative to the shaft B and pro 
vided at its outer side with index-card 
holders consisting each of a plate H ar 
ranged transversely of said side of and se 
cured to said flange. Each plate His pro 
vided at its outer side with two flanges h 
which are spaced circumferentially of the 
index-wheel comprising the disk G and card 
holders formed by the plates H. The flanges 
h of each plate H project somewhat toward 
each other, and a card I is interposed be 
from said plate. The relative arrangement 
of the parts is such that when the rotary 
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file is in position with a compartment op 
posite the opening 6, as shown, the index 
wheel is in position with a card-holder ar 
ranged Veltically above the axis of said 
wheel, and I would here remark that the 
card I in Said holder is adapted to have 
marked or placed thereon a memorandum 
or index indicating the contents of said com 
partment, and obviously said card-holder is 
asSociated with said compartment. 
Of course the card-holders correspond in 

number with the compartments 8, and the 
relative arrangement of the parts is such 
that the card-holders are associated with dif 
ferent compartments respectively. 
The case A is provided at the top thereof, 

adjacent the index-wheel, with a locking 
member K which is pivoted horizontally and 
at a right angle to the shaft B to a bracket 
14 rigid with the case. The locking member 
K, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, is normally in 
its locking and operative position in which 
it rests on the card I in the card-holder 
shown vertically above the axis of the index 
Wheel and is arranged between the flanges h. 
of Said card-holder so as to prevent rota 
tion of said wheel and the connected ro 
tary file. . . 
A table-forming leaf L is arranged over 

and normally rests on the case A and ex 
tends forwardly of the case and also rests on 
the locking member K which is in its opera 
tive position in said position of said leaf, 
and hence said leaf prevents upward dis 
placement of said locking member into an 
inoperative position. The leaf L is shown 
sloping upwardly and rearwardly and piv 
oted at its rear end, as at l, in horizontal and 

70 

75 

80 

90 

95 

100 

parallel relation with the shaft B, to brack 
ets 16 arranged at the rear end and rigid 
with and projecting above the case A. The 
leaf L is provided at its under side with a 
coyer or closure 17 for the opening 6, and 
Said closure covers said opening in the nor 
mal position of Said leaf shown in Figs. 1, 2 
and 8. The opening 6 is uncovered by 
SWinging the leaf Lupwardly and rear 
Wardly into the position shown in Figs. 4 

05 

O 

and 5, and in said position of said leaf the 
locking member K is free to be swung in 
Wardly from over the index-wheel into its 
inoperative position shown in Fig. 5 to ren 
der the index-wheel and the connected file 

115 

free to be rotated to bring another compart-- 
ment 8, if desired, opposite the opening 6, 
and to bring the index-card-holder associ 
ated with Said compartment into position to 
receive the locking member K preparatory 
to again actuating said locking member into 
its locking and operative position prepara 
tory to the return of the table-forming leaf 

s pe- into its normal and opening-closing position. 
tween said flanges and removable endwise What I claim is: - - 

1. In a filing cabinet, the combination, 
With a case, a rotary file arranged substan 
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tially horizontally within and supported 
from the case and having compartments ar 
ranged side by side circumferentially of the 
axis of the file, and an index-wheel arranged 
externally of the case and operatively con 
nected with the file and having its axis coin 
cident with the axis of the file, said index 
wheel being provided with holders for index 
cards, said holders corresponding numeri 
cally with the aforesaid compartments and 
being associated with different compart 
ments respectively and arranged at and 
spaced circumferentially of the periphery of 
the index-wheel, and the case having a top 
provided with an opening arranged to afford 
access to the compartment which is associ 
ated with the index-card-holder brought into 
position vertically above the axis of the in 
dex-wheel by rotating said wheel, of a mov 
able locking member pivotally connected to 
the case and extending in its operative posi 
tion into said index-card-holder. 

2. In a filing cabinet, the combination, 
With a case, a rotary file arranged substan 
tially horizontally within and supported 
from the case and having compartments ar 
ranged side by side circumferentially of the 
axis of the file, an index-wheel arranged ex 
termally of said case and operatively con 
nected with the file and having its axis coin 
cident with the axis of the file, said index 
wheel being provided with holders fol'index 
cards, said holder's corresponding numeri 
cally with the aforesaid compartments and 
being associated with different compart 
ments respectively and arranged at and 
spaced circumferentially of the periphery of 
said wheel, and the case having a top pro 
vided with an opening arranged to afford 

3. 

access to the compartment which is associ 
ated with the index-card-holder brought into 
position vertically, above the axis of the in 
dex-wheel by rotating said wheel, of a lock 
ing member pivotally connected to the case 
and extending in its operative position into 
said index-card-holder, and a table-forming 
leaf pivotally connected to the case and pro 
vided at its under side with a cover for the 
aforesaid opening, said cover closing said 
opening or being removed from said open 
ing according as the leaf is in the one or the 
other of its extreme positions, said leaf in its 
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opening-closing position being arranged to 
prevent displacement of the aforesaid lock 
ing member out of its operative position. 

3. In a filing cabinet, a drum, and com 
partments arranged side by side circumfer 
entially of the drum and substantially radi 
ally relative to the axis of the drum, each 
compartment being formed by a metal sec 
tion having a central member arranged at 
and Secured to the drum and two side mem 
bers spaced circumferentially of the drum 
and diverging outwardly from the drum, 
and two closure-forming resilient members 
arranged opposite and spaced outwardly 
from and converging toward the aforesaid 
central member of said section and con 
nected to opposite side members respectively 
of said section. 

In testimony whereof, Isign the foregoing 
specification, in the presence of two wit. 
eSSeS. 

ADOLPH. S. KLE IN. 

Witnesses: 
ARTHUR MALLING, 
B. C. BROWN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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