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Document 1: JP 2012-77129 (NAMICS CORP) 19 April 2012, claims, paragraph
[0015], embodiments 1-12 (Family: none)

Document 2: WO 2016/060120 (OJI HOLDINGS CORP) 21 April 2016, claims,
paragraphs [0001]-[0003], [0013], [0060]1-[0061], embodiments
1-26 & US 2017/0226407 Al (CLAIMS, [0001]1-100031, [00207,
[0084]-10085], EXAMPLE 1-26) & EP 3208323 Al & CA 2964727 A &
CN 107001910 A
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paragraphs [0016], [0028], embodiments 1-4, 9, 10 (Family:
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(Invention 1) Claim 1, claims 3-9, claim 10 (where claims 1 and 3-9 are
cited), claims 12-14, claim 16 (where claims 12-14 are cited)

Claim 1, claims 3-9, claim 10 (where claims 1 and 3-9 are cited),
claims 12-14, and claim 16 (where claims 12-14 are cited) have the special
technical feature of being a thickener provided with a thickening component
and a resin layer for covering the thickening component, and are therefore

classified as Invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claim 2, c¢laim 10 (where claim 2 is cited), claim 15, claim 16
(where claim 15 is cited)

Claim 2, claim 10 (where claim 2 is cited), claim 15, and claim 16
(where claim 15 1is cited) share with claim 1 classified as Invention 1 the
technical feature of being a thickener provided with a thickening component.
However, this technical feature does not make a contribution over the prior
art in the light of the content disclosed in documents 1-3, and thus this
technical feature cannot be said to be a special technical feature. Moreover,
no other identical or corresponding special technical feature exists between
these inventions.

Moreover, claim 2, c¢laim 10 (where claim 2 i1is cited), claim 15, and
claim 16 (wherein claim 15 is cited) are not dependent claims of claim 1.
Furthermore, claim 2, claim 10 (where claim 2 is cited), claim 15, and claim
16 (where claim 15 is cited) are not substantially identical to or similarly
closely related to any of the claims classified as Invention 1.

As such, c¢laim 2, c¢laim 10 (where claim 2 is cited), claim 15, and

claim 16 (where claim 15 is cited) cannot be classified as Invention 1.
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As such, claim 2, claim 10 (where claim 2 is cited), claim 15, and
claim 16 (where claim 15 is cited) cannot be classified as Invention 1.

Claim 2, claim 10 (where c¢laim 2 is cited), claim 15, and claim 16
(where c¢laim 15 is cited) have the special technical feature of being a
thickener provided with a thickening component having a hydroxy group, and a
protective substance that reacts with the hydroxy group to form a protective
group, it being possible to eliminate the protective group, and are therefore

classified as Invention 2.

(Invention 3) Claim 11

Claim 11 shares with c¢laim 1 classified as Invention 1 and claim 3
classified as Invention 2 the technical feature of being a thickener provided
with a thickening component. However, this technical feature does not make a
contribution over the prior art in the 1light of the content disclosed in
documents 1-3, and thus this technical feature cannot be said to be a special
technical feature. Moreover, no other identical or corresponding special
technical feature exists between these inventions.

Moreover, «c¢laim 11 1is not a dependent c¢laim of claims 1 and 2.
Furthermore, claim 11 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely
related to any of the claims classified as Invention 1 or 2.

As such, c¢laim 11 cannot be identified as either Invention 1 or
Invention 2.

Claim 11 has the special technical feature of Dbeing a thickener
provided with a thickening component and a protective section that protects a
site where the thickening function of the thickening component is developed
and delays thickening of the thickening component, and is therefore

classified as Invention 3.
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