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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MILTON W. STEBBINS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Water 
bury, in the county of New Haven and State 

5 of Connecticut, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Finger-Moisteners; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the 

Io art to which it appertains to make and use the 
Sae, 

My invention has for its object to provide a 
device adapted to be carried upon the hand 
and to be readily shifted from one finger or 

I5 thumb to another and which shall be adapted 
for general use as a moistening device as for 
example to moisten the fingers in distribut 
ing letters and counting money, and as an en 
velope and stamp moistener. 
With these ends in view I have devised the 

simple and novel device which I will now de 
scribe referring by numbers to the accom 
panying drawings forming part of this speci 
fication in which 

25 Figurel is an elevation of my novel mois 
tener complete; Fig.2 a vertical section there 
of, and Fig. 3 a transverse section on the line 
acac in Fig. 1. 

1 denotes a reservoir which may be of any 
3o ordinary or preferred form but is preferably 

made of generally cylindrical form and pro 
vided with a curved depression 2 in one side 
so as to adapt the reservoir to lie closely upon 
the finger or thumb of the user and make it 

35 compact and convenient in use. 3 denotes 
spring clamping arms which are secured to 
the reservoir and are adapted to inclose the 
finger or thumb of the user. The top of the 

2O 

reservoir preferably inclines backward from 
4o the finger on which it is placed and is pro 

vided with a screw cap 4 having an opening 
5 through which a piece of absorbent mate 
rial 6, as a sponge or wick is passed, a portion 

of the absorbent material projecting above 
the top of the screw cap and a portion extend 
ing down into the reservoir which is filled 
with water as at 7. The uses of this device 
will be apparent. It may be worn upon the 
back of the thumb or any finger of either 
hand depending of course upon the use for 
which it is intended and the convenience of 
the user, the clamp being simply passed over 
the finger orthumb to hold it in place. When 
used by a postal clerk in distributing letters 
it is placed upon the thumb of the left hand, 55 
the package of letters being held in the left 
hand and being distributed with the right 
hand. This leaves the sponge in the most 
convenient position possible to moisten the 
fingers of the operator, it being perfectly con 
venient when held in this position to moisten 
either finger of the left hand or the fingers 
and thumb of the right hand. When used 
by a bank teller in counting money it can or 
dinarily be used on the thumb of the left 
hand which will also be a convenient position 
in which to place it for moistening envelopes 
and for sticking stamps, it being understood 
of course however that the position in which 
it is placed is simply a matter of convenience 7o 
to the user. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
A finger moistener consisting of a cylindri 

cal reservoir having a curved depression 75 

45 

in one side to partially receive the finger or 
thumb of the user, spring clamping arms to in 
close the finger or thumb of the user, and an 
inclined cap having a central opening to re 
ceive a piece of absorbent material. 
Intestimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
MILTON W. STEBBINS. 

Witnesses: 
A. M. WOOSTER, 
PEARL REYNOLDS, 

  


