Feb. 16, 1932.  HM FANCHER 1,845,254
i COLLAPSIBLE PLAYHOUSE

Filed June 18, 1930 3 Sheets—Sheet 1

iy

regl

24

:

33

Z

T = d’
: 38 _
ts - ‘VJT e .
| %1—_ o = el g 37
HH = , :
T A\ d [I =
| r‘(& %% S ] 7 ",
t1 * \m ¥ :
L] g A= R H D "
- fi't @l“\ \E W N A
S W “:“)"'* N - L
L WS o {0 L 9 e ‘55«'{—\5& =, <Y o =
— " Am\\ w \\‘,‘i 3'{\ e = T D e—— —

AINVENTOR

EO_ZUZZT! Z ]ZMC?‘

BY W
254 TTORNEY




Feb. 16, 1932. H. M. FANCHER 1,845,254
COLLAPSIBLE PLAYHOUSE
Filed June 18, 1930 3 Sheets-Shest 2

a7 sz P

OX N N ST AN
T U e . e e SN ot vt SO St ot e Y

N
AN L V. N W VA A W W N
RS PR Y W W WM YU W VN A Wi v s v v, WO W W WO . O N WA WA N N\
VL W W VAU WO W W O W WU N A . W WA N N\ ANEAN
AV VOV W W WOV W W WA VO W W A N N S\

i
I~

(g5 ‘ ' e
50 A 2 80 :
a7
|
< =
22
34 |
t
] 35
- .
76 '  _INVENTOR
l . 80— Soward M FPErzc/ecr
a4 V24 /) s —
f.\ 4 ~ S j
D == /e £ ~H#25A TTORNEY



Feb. 16, 1932.

H. M. FANCHER

COLLAPSIBLE PLAYHOUSE

Filed June 18, 1930

1,845,254

3 Sheets-Sheet 3

Vg §’4 e 55
j Z6
. G T, o
> By FE
“ 27 [ :@z
Lt G s
AN —.ll)\i )
14‘30 Ig\ a’ Z ‘9
_ Pt A 28
27 a7 ﬁr/‘zg |72
'l \'
:¢§i2?65
—HR )
24
72 Lz .
4 37 26 g
‘33/ z7
el
L —
25 N 26 b 26 x4 2 3
k - \‘\l Gi
. ' 4
ego —L &
9 39 0
ek Bl S N E
T o Lo Lo
\ P
P\ \: /4
32 2L
—- NL.-ZZ 22 \
———- A \/ \
EEEE?E éb/ J % 4
— 22 .80 <42
— = =i 345
35 [_——\__/——————“
-~ - INVENTOR
; EWZW@?’

BY

>

425 ATTORNEY



10

15 .

Patented Feb. 16, 1932

UNITED STATES

1,845,254

PATENT OFFICE

HOWARD M. FANCHER, OF ROCHESTER ‘NEW. YORK, ASSIGNOR TO THE ROCHESTEB
FOLDING BOX CO,, OF ROCHESTER NEW YORK, A CORPOBATION OF NEW: YORK

COLLAPSIBLE PLAYHOUSE i

Application ﬂled June 18

This invention: relates to playhouses, and

more particularly to those constructed of

cardboard or similar materlal and of a col-
lapsible nature.

One object of the invention is the prov1s1on .

of an improved playhouse of this character

which is simple, practlcal ‘and 1nexpens1ve ,
- invention, by way of illustration, in a collap-

in construction. -
Another object is the p10v1s1on of a struc-

ture which- is 11ght and. easy to handle and

which may be easily and quickly erected, and
when erected is securely held against collapse,
and yet, which may be easily collapsed 1nto
a compact article when desired:

Still another object is the provision of a

* house, of the class described of such size.and
- arrangement as to afford acces51b1l1ty to the
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rooms so that the structure may be. used as
a doll house. .

To these and other ends the mventmn re-

sides in certain improvements and combina-

tions of parts all as-will be hereinafter more

fully described, the mnovel “features being
pointed out in the clanns at .the end of the
specification. R |
In the drawings:
Fig. lisa front per spect1ve view of a play-
house in erected pos1t1on, embodymg the pres:
ent mventmn,

Fig. 2 is a rear perspectwe view showmvg

the interior of said house; " :

Fig. 8 is-a vertical sectional view. taken
substant1ally on the line 3—3 of Fig. 4;

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view taken
substant1ally on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3; -

Fig. 5 is a horizontal sectional view of the
house,

Fig. 6isa perspectlve view of the base,

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary view of a portion
of the roof showing the-dormer and a roof
member mounted thereon and also showing
the connection between said roof, dormer,
and wall structure;

Fig. 8 is a perspect1ve view of the main

,portlon of a frame employed in the structure,

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a closure

’ membel for said frame;

50

Fig. 10-is a perspectlve view. of a cross—
)hu‘ped partition member; -
Figs. 11 and 12 are pelspectwe v1ews of

1930. Serlal No. 462 045.

the cell members Whmh make up the rooms

of the house, and
TFig. 138 is a perspective view of the mem-

: bers Wlllch form the end walls of the rooms.. -

Similar reference numerals throughout the
several views indicate the same parts.
The invention is embodied in the present

sible- playhouse, comprising a base 1, Fig.
6, made of strawboard or other similar ma-
terlal providing a main portion having an
opening 2 centrally thereof, and end portlons
6 and side portions 7 which are bent on the

~lines 8 and 4 and folded under so as to close
the bottom of the opening, thus forming a

base having a depression therein.. The énd
and side portlons are so shaped that when in
pos1t1on for closing the bottom of the open-
ing they come tooether in -abutting relation

along the line 8 to form a smooth surface for .
the bottom of the depréssion, and are re-
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tained in this position by adhesive material -

5. The edges of the depression thus formed
retain the wall structure and frame.in posi-

_tion, and the bottom supports these members

as hereinafter deseribed. - The base is of suffi-

* cient strength so that it can be picked up,

with the playhouse assembled thereon, and
moved from place to place. The depression
218 spaced from the sides so as to leave a por-

tion ar ound the wall structure to represent a

lawn. -

- Mounted on n the base 1 and inthe depressmn
2 thereof is a frame comprising a main por-
tion 9, Fig. 8, and a front closure member 16,
Fig. 9. The main portion of the frame is

_made of one piece of strawboard scored and

folded on the lines 15 which form hinged
corners and enable this portion’ to be col-
lapsd for shmpmg or storing the ends being

adhesive tape splicing. “This main portion

~ has, when erected, a substantially rectangular
: shape and-comprises a bottom 10, top 11 and

end walls 12.  The end walls 12 are provided
with opemngs 13 which register with similar
openings in the wall structure and cell mem-
bers hereinafter described. The walls 12 are
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~joined inany suitable manner as oy means of
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also provided on the edges thereof with

notches 14 which engage suitable. lugs on the :
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front closure member. The notches and lugs

are spaced unequal distances above the bot-

tom 10 so as to assure the proper assembly of

the main portion and the closure member.
- & The bottom 10 and the top 11 are substantial-
ly the samje dimensions as the depressmn 2 of
the base so‘that when the frame is elected the
bottom 10 is supported and retained in the
depression, .

The closure, member 16

part of the frame is made of a flat piece of
strawboard of such dimensions as to stidably
fit into the main portion 9 thus retaining the
latter in the erected position. The lugs 17,
integral with the closure member, engage
the aforementionsd fictehes 14 &t the main
portlon and thus hold the closure member in
13051t1011 as shown inKig: 3 Openm o5 18 and

10
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19 prowded i the closure member ‘tegister

20 with windows and a door respectn ely of the
wall stmcture afd eqd portions 27 and 28
""" The main portion g
and the closme member thus const1tute a
box-likte frame which is open on a side there-
of correspondmd to the batlk of the house.

, 18
divides the space enclosed
the frame iitc compartments suitable for
rooms of ' tHe house. ‘This member is made of
) two pleces 21- and 22; preferably of straw-

board, slot
and ,substantlall » half the width, and de-
tacliebly ]omea at s} crht angles by ﬁttmg each
boqrd into the slot of the other; as shown
ant 93. This member not only dids the closure
g:nemb aining the main portion.of
le frame in the erected. pos1t10n but also
divides the space within the frame into com-
partments.

Fms 11 and 19 shoWw cell members: 94
Wluch are ‘ifiade of one piece of cardboard,
scored ‘and folded on_‘fhe corner lineg 96, to
f(’)‘rm’ a box-lik ture, the free ends be-
ing ]omed in any suitable manner. -When

1ot 1 Uise they | can e readﬂy collapsed by

relison 0f the corlier hinges, substant nlly
into a plane. The interior of these members
are §0 decorated that Wwhen placed in, and
l1n1ng, the comp ents formed by the cross
mermber 'they . represenfc the side walls, floor
and cellmo of ¢ ‘The differenit cell
em AT

/2]
[
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for example, a kitchen, a
s lrloom ete. - These cell
members may owever_ be made of heavier
materm’l such as strawlooard m WlllGh ‘case

it

s 1 )P ,25 are prowded in
he portmn of the cell membels wmch repre-

dej f

&

5 r1bed wmdows of

the wall structure, The
e jg1on ‘of the ‘dell 3 members in‘the compwrt-
s ’Ihéntq is olear]’y sHown in Flgs 3.4, and 5.

intermediate the ends thereof

orated to 1epre<ent different

1,845,254

Seeurely held in place between the cross-
shaped member and the closure member, are
the end portions 27 and 28, Fig. 13. These
portions are ‘decorated on one “side thereof
to represent the end walls of a room, each
portion providing an end wall for an upper
and a lower room, which in conjunction with
the cell member makes a complete Toom

~-which is open on the side corresponding to
lllCll const1tutes a

the back of the house. The portion 28 has

openings 29 which register with the open-
ings 1§ of the closure “member 16 while the
1)01t1011 27 has openmds 30 and 31 register-
g with the openings 18 and 19 re spectwel}
of the closure member.

‘A collapsible unitary wall structure en-
closes the frame and is retdined and sup-
ported in the depression 2 of the base 1.
This wall structure is made of oné piece of
cardboard scoréd and folded on the corner

-3
<

[+
[ 93

lifes 56 $o as to p10V1de end walls 32 having -

gable portiors 83 integral thereéwith; a- fr ont
wall 34, a back Wc.,ll u5 the frée ends of ‘the

~wall stluctme bemw ]omed in any suitable

niantier. The cortier lines 36 ‘of the house
this-provide hingé like portions which en-
able the will suuctule to be gollapsed - stiit:
able for stoting. - The exterior of the wall
strictiire s decor%ted to rep1esent 4 modern
house!
be made of heavier material such as straw-
board, in which case the frame po"tlon may
be ehmlnated if desmed

The front wall 34 of the house i provided

with & duor 87 which registers with the open- 1es

ing 19 of thé closire meniber and the open-
1ncr 31 of the end portion 27.  The door i§
formed by - horlzontal and vertical slits 38
and 4 score line 88¢ which provides a hinge
for the door.

A plurality of windows are also provided

_in the wall structure. The window openings

are preferably not cut out but formed by
means of 2 top-and bottom slit 39 and a ver-

tical slit 40 and 4 score line 41 providing a -1

hinge joint so that windows- are formed
which may be opened either inwardiy or
outwardly or which may be closed into the
plane of the wall. The windows thus formed
register with the aforementioned Openings in
said frame and cell members, thus affording
a means for viewing the interior of the house
through said. Wmdows

The. back wall 85 of the wall strueture is
provided with ‘openings 42 which Tegister
with the compaltmente or reoms previously
mentioned. - The “openings 42" however -are
shghtly emaller than the ‘compartments so
that the wall stricture Securely locks the cell
members in place ‘as. clearly - slicvn at -80;
Tig. 8. A’s these openings in the wall strue.
ture are substantially ‘the same size as the
Toots, being ‘just enough smaller so as to

Jock the cell membiers in place; they do not
obstruct tlle Tull view 'of-the Toom tor do !

Thi§ wall structiire may, however,

)
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~they prevent the placing. of suitable furm-
ture in: the rooms after the house is erected.
- In order to secure the roof member 44,
hereinafter described, to the wall structure,

"9 the latter is prov1ded on the walls 34 and 35

and the gable portions 33, with- upwardly ex-
tending Fabs 43 which pro;ect through suit-

able slits. pr ov1ded in the roof..:These tabs

provide a means for securely retaining the
roof member in place yet allow:the roof to
be easily and quickly dlsconnected from the
wall structure. .

The roof 44 is preferably made of one plece
of cardboard scored centrallythereof at 45 so
as to fit over the gable portions 33 of the wall

structure, the upper side of said roof being -

decorated to represent shingles. - When not
in use the roof can be flattened into a plane
suitable for storing.- Slits 46, 47 and 54 are
provided .in the roof for seeurmd dormers

and - chimneys thereto as ‘hereinafter de--

scribed. Additional slits' -are  provided

-through which the tabs 43 of the wall struc-

ture- project. -This latter construction is
clearly shown in Fig. 7 , : »
-Secured to the roof 44 are “dormers com-

prising a window section 48 and a-roof sec- -

tion 49, both being detachably secured.to the
roof. The window section is made of a flat
piece of cardboard suitably cut and scored so
as to provide a front and side portion for the

“dormer window- section, the front . portion

havinga window printed thereon.  The front
p01t1on of the window section has a depend-
ing: tab 50 integral therewith which: projects
throucrh the same slit-asthe tab 43 of the wall
structure, while the side portions have inte-

‘gral tabs 51 which project through the slits -

47 of the roof as shown in Fig. 4. The 1oof
portion 49 of the dormer is also made of one

~ piece of cardboard scored centrally at 52 so

- 50
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as to fit over the window portion. This roof
portion has one side thereof decorated to rep-
resent shingles similar to the main roof and
is prov1ded with integral tabs or portions 53
which project thr0110h slits 54 of the roof and
thus secure the dormer roof portion:to the
roof. The dormers are so disposed on'the
roof as to effectively conceal the connecting
means between the front.and rear Walls of the
wall structure, and the roof.

Detachably secured to the front portlon of
the roof and adjacent one end thereof is a
collapsible chimney 55 which forms a continu-
ation of the chimney printed on the end wall
32.. The chimney 1s made .of one: piece of
cardboard scored and folded so as to provide
flexibly folded or hinged corners, and deco-
rated so as to represent a brick: sfructure.
Downwardly: extending -tabs: 55¢. project
through the slits 46.of the roof and thus se-
curely and detachably retain the chimney in
position..
back portion of the roof and at-the end of the
house opposite to that. of the first mentioned

‘be used. for a playhouse. -

A similar chimney is located onthe *

chimney. - “The position of these clnmneys is
such that they cover the connecting tabs of

~the wall structure as shown in Fig. 8. The

dormer and chimneys thus provide a means

for effectively . concealing the : connecting
'means-between the roof and the wall struc—

ture.

The above descrlpmon dlseloses a playhouse-

which when collapsed forms a compact pack-

age suitable for storing or shipping and when 7

erected is substantial and of suﬂi(:lent size to
The structure can
be moved from place to place without col-
lapsing and may be decorated in an attractive
and realistic manner as shown in Figs. 1 and

2, thus: furmshmg an’ en]oyable toy for ‘the
children. - ’

‘While one embodlment of the 1nvent10n has
been: d1sclosed ‘it is to be understood that the

inventive idea may be carried outin a number

of ways. - This apphcatlon is therefore not'to

~be limited to the precise details described, but

is intended to cover all variations and modlﬁ-

cations thereof falling within the spirit of
the invention or the scope- of the appended

claims,
T claim: '
1A playhouse comprlsmg a Wall struc-

“ture, and a detachable base of paper board or
“the like- having a central opening therein for

receiving and retaining said- wall structure in
erected p0s1t10n said base extending beyond
the ‘wall structure and having side and end
portions integral therewith and folded under

'soas to close the bottom of said opening thus
forming means for supportmo' sald wall.
,structure

2:00A playhouse comprising a base havmg a

g
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dep1 ession therein, a wall structure received .

in said depression and supported by said
base, and a supporting frame mounted on said

‘base within said wall structure and retamed
in said depression.

3.“A playhouse comprlslng a base havmo'
a depression therein; a wall structure sup-

‘ported by said base; and a collapsible frame
disposed within and supporting said: wall

structure and having a portion thereof dis-
posed in said depression, said frame compris-

‘ing detachable- parts retamed in position by

said wall structure.
4. A playhouse comprising a base, a col-

‘lapsible wall structure supported by said base,

a collapsible frame disposed within and sup-

‘porting said wall structure and maintaining

1t'in erected position, said frame comprising
top bottom and end walls connected together,
a'separable closure member- cooperatlng Wlth

said frame to hold the latter in erected posi-

tion; and interengaging notch and lug means

for detachably securing sa1d closure member

to said frame. ~ .

5. A-playhouse comprising a. base, a Wall
structure supported by said base, a collapsible
frame dlsposed within and supportmcr said

105

110

115 -

120
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130
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“wall ;structure, said frame comprising: top,

Tpottom-and.end members-and a.separable clo- .

:sure member,: said -closure:member retaining

_the frame in;the.erected. position,:and.inter-

-engaging notch and :lug means-for:securing
:sald. closure ;to -said ;frame, said -neteh and
lug means being so disposed as to assure.as-
_sembly .of .said ¢losure ;member-.in only a
single predetermined relation .in.said-frame
6. Ina playhonse comprising -a:base hav-
-ing a depression therein, a wall structure sup-
ported in said depression, and a frame com-
prising separable parts disposed-in said. de-
pression and supporting said wall. structure,
said wall structurebeing arranged to: en¢lose
and retain said frame parts in assembled: rela-
tion. TR o
7. A folding playhouse comprising .a-base
hawing a depression therein,a-wall structure
mounted on said base-and held in positieniin
said depression, said base. extending beyond
the wall structure and -having .side and: end
-portions integral therewith and:folded under
50 as-to .close the bottom .of said -depression
and support said wall structure, a collapsible

frame supported by said base and.disposed

within said wall structure,.a,closure member
for said frame,and.interengaging netch and
lug ;means ;detachably securing said-elosure
member.to.said frame. ... . el
8. A playhouse.comprising.a base, a wall
.structure mounted on-said base, a-collapsible
~frame including a closure member disposed
within said wall structure and supported:by
:said ‘base, said.closure member retaining the
frame in erected position, and a substantially
.cross-shaped member -disposed -within said
different compartments.
-+ 9. A playhouse .comprising -a .base having

- depression therein, a -wall structure sup-

ported in said depression, a .substantially
-rectangular frame having .one -side thereof
disposed in said depression, a front closure
.member for said frame, said wall structure
and frame being open on.-the side correspond-
ing to the back .of the house, and a cross-

shaped member disposed. within said frame

S H]

and dividing the space therein into different
compartments to represent rooms .of the
house. - . o
. 10. A playhouse comprising a base, a wall
structure supported on said base, a substan-

5 tially cross-shaped member disposed within
-sald wall structure and dividing the space

therein into compartments, .cell members lo-
cated within and lining the space formed by
said cross-shaped member, and :an.end wall

v for said compartment secured in place be-

tween -said wall structure .and .said cross-
-shaped member. o ST

- 11 A playhouse comprising a base having
:a depression therein, a-wall structure mount-

47 ed .on said base and retained in said. depres-

,:21;8‘45;/’254

-sion, a-frame:disposed within and supportin
said wall structure,-said wall:structure an

frame being open -on the side corresponding

-to the:back: of the houseya eross-shaped meimn-
" ber:disposed .within said’ frame and-dividing* 70
- the space therein-into compartments,; and: cell
~members dispdsed :within and lining :said
- compartments; said . wall structure having:a
-plurality . of openings:therein:on the :side

‘thereof :corresponding to the back . of :the’¥5

- house, sald openings in the wall structure

being slightly smaller than rthe compart-
ments so that said wall structure: locks. the
-céll members in. position. _
12. A playhouse-comprising a-base, a-wall >80
structure mounted on.said base,.a frame por-
tion disposed within and supporting saidwall

-structure, said frame and. wall structure hav-

ng epenings on one side. thereof,:a. cross-
shaped member: disposed: within. said: frame 88

- and dividing the space therein into compart-

ments, «cell members lining - said compart-
ments adapted to be decorated to represent
rooms, sald -openings in:said ‘wall:member
registering with said compartments and-be- 80
ing smaller than said compartments so as to
lock said cell members in place; a roof mem-
ber-on said.wall structure, upwardly extend-

‘ing:tabs integral ‘with said :wall structure,

said. roof member being provided with-slits<#5

~through which:said tabs extend;and a‘dormer

and & chimney member on said roof disposed
to ‘cover the-connecting means:between said

-roof and said. wall. structure.

13. “A playhouse: comprising.a wall:strue- 200

‘tare having sides hinged: to: each other: to:be

collapsed in thedirection of one plane,:a base

‘ ped men , 0. sald . detachably secured:to:and :supporting said
- Arame_and. .dividing .the space -therein into - ; i

sides, and a frame placeable within:the:wall
structure. and -supported by said*base “for 105
holdingthe latter in-erected position, -said

frame; including :walls:hinged: to each ‘other

for collapse:in the direction: of: a-plane: sub-

-stantially . perpendicular ‘to said:first men-
‘tioned:plane, so that-when said frame is with-

*110
in said wall strueture it is: held-against: col-
lapse thereby. - . o

‘14. A.playheuse comprising a wall strue-

ture-having: sides hinged:to.each other to:be
-collapsed .In:the direction. of -a - horizoritd] ‘115

plane, a base detachably- seeured.to:and :sup-
‘porting :said Sides,.and a frame :placeable
“within-the wall structure.and supported’ by
-sald -base for holding the ‘latter in erected
position, said :frame.including rwalls: hinged 120
to each other for:collapse:in the direction.of

-2 :substantially vertical :plane, o that when

sald frame:is - within:said wall structure itis
held against collapse:thereby.

15.- A -playhouse comprising - a ‘frame -in- 125
cluding a ‘hollow iprism -having jits = walls
‘hinged to-each other:so that:they may be ¢dl-
lapsed and havingits axis:substantially hori-

:zontal, a-plurality. of:cell menibers-each’in the

ff(OEmbO,f:mhoHowzprism’iﬁSertzpble within-said 130
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frame by a substantially horizontal move-
ment when the frame is in erected position,
and a wall structure in the form of a hollow
prism having its walls hinged to each other
for collapse and its axis substantially ver-
tical, said wall structure being placeable by
a substantially vertical movement in an en-
veloping position with respect to said frame
to maintain said frame against collapse and
to hold said cell members within said frame. -

16. A playhouse comprising a. wall strue-.
ture in the form of a hollow prism having
its walls hinged to each other for collapse

-and its axis substantially vertical, and a

plurality of cell members within ‘said wall
structure, each of said cell members com- -
prising a hollow prism having its walls
hinged to each other for collapse and hav-
ing its axis substantially horizontal.
HOWARD M. FANCHER.
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