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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, Wirttam H. Francrs,
a citizen of the United States, and resident
of Cherryvale, in the county of Montgomery
and State of Kansas, have invented an Im-
provement in Brick-Handling Methods and
Pallets, of which the following description,
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, is a specification, like letters on the
drawings representing like parts.

This invention relates to a method of
handling bricks in stacks or piles and to a
pallet or the like used in carrying out such
method, this pallet being formed so as to
enable a stack of bricks to be readily re-
moved therefrom without disturbing the
stack formation when used in accordance
with the improved method.

While the invention is more applicable to
the handling and loading of burned bricks,
it is possible to apply it to advantage in
some cases for handling dried green bricks
since, as will appear more fully hereinafter,
the stacle is not subjected to any serious
shocks or jars in unloading the same from
the pallet.

The invention will be more fully under-
stood from the following detailed descrip-
tion, taken in conmnection with the accom-
panying drawings, and will be thereafter
pointed out in the appended claims.

Referring to the drawings: Figure 1 is a
perspective view showing a stack of bricks
piled on a pallet formed in accordance with
my invention and resting on a barrow or
truck. Fig. 2 is a similar enlarged view,
with a portion of the truck broken away,
and showing the stack in process of for-
mation. Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view
of the empty pallet, and Fig. 4 is a per-
spective of a stack of bricks as it appears
after being unloaded from the improved
pallet.

In carrying out the invention, a base

board or pallet proper 10 is provided of a
length corresponding to the width of the
brick stack to be produced, and this has
fixed thereon to one side of its center a
strip 11, extending throughout its length,
and forming a ledge on which the inner
edge of the bottom row of bricks 12, set
lengthwise across the pallet on edge, may
rest. This row of bricks 12 is first placed
on the pallet with its lower outer edge sub-
stantially coincident with the edge of the
baseboard 10, and the ledge 11 1s formed

of a height so that the bricks so placed are
tilted at some little angle, the pallet being
set so that this tilting is away from the
side on which the workman will operate.
The exact degree of this tilting, as deter-
mined by the position and height of the
ledge 11, is not an essential, since while a
relatively small tilting, as shown, is well
adapted for carrying out the invention, it is
likewise possible for these bricks to be tilted
at any angle up to that in which the higher
inner edge is directly over the lower outer
edge of the bricks.

The inner side of the base board 10 has
pivoted thereto a supporting bar 13, this
being shown as secured by a series of spaced
apart pivot supporting arms 14. This sup-
port is of a height so that the inner ends
of the next row of bricks 15 resting there-
upon are held at the same or a slightly
greater height than the other end of this
row, which rests upon the up-tilted inner
edge of the bottom row 12. This second
layer is set in place straight crosswise of
the pallet, and is placed upon the first layer
so that its outer edge would be about even
with the front flat sides of the bottom
course, were it swung around to vertical
position thereunder; thus as the bottom
course is tilted, the mext course will then
project slightly over the forward tilted edge
of the bottom course. The rest of the stack
is then built up directly, straight over the
second course 15 in the manner shown, or
any other which may be preferred, and thus
the front end of the stack is supported by
the up-tilted inner edge of the crosswise
extending bottom layer 12, while the other
end of the stack is supported by the pivoted
supporting bar 138. The pallet, with its
brick stack load, may now be transported
to the desired location by an ordinary bar-
row or truck 16, which is adapted to rest
the pallet with its load on a horizontal floor
base: The bar 13 may then be pushed for-
ward, causing the bottom tilted course 12
to tilt still farther forward until it finally
falls upon its flat side and the entire stack
following, the second course simply rests
upon the flat side of the bottom course.
Since as before explained, the lower front
edge of the bottom course 12 was extended
to the front edge of the pallet, as it is tipped
over to rest on its flat side as described,
it escapes from the front edge of the pallet,
thus leaving the pallet free and the stack
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resting upon the flat side of the transversely-
extending lower course, as clearly shown

in Fig. 4. This lower course is by this
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means positioned substantially midway be-
tween the ends of the stack so as to furnish
a'stable support therefor,—this for the rea-
son that the bottom layer, when set edge-
wise, has its inner edge 17 spaced away from
the outer ends-of the next layer substan-
tially the thickness of a brick, with the re-
sult that as the bottom layer collapses it
leaves a like space on the next layer pro-
jecting from -its other side as seen at 18.
The stacks of bricks are thus deposited un-
disturbed in stable formations to be fur-
ther handled by a mechanical lifter, or other-
wise. - :

While I have shown the improved pallet
and method of using the same in connection
with an ordinary barrow or truck, it is to
be understood that this is merely illustra-
tive, and that the device is likewise adapted
for use with any other kind of carrier, such
It is likewise
to be understood that the details of the pal-
let may be widely varied without departing
from the spirit of the.invention, and I there-
fore do not desire to be limited as to any
of these, the prime essential being a con-
struction enabling a relative movement of
the lower part of the brick stack such as
to cause the stack to be bodily removable
from the pallet without disarrangement.
This matter is believed to be broadly new,

and I therefore do not desire to be limited

to -the specific arrangement of the lower
layer shown, or in any other respect, except
as set forth in the appended claims.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. The herein described method, which con-
sists in piling a stack of bricks on a support
with a bottom layer tilted, and moving the
stack transversely to turn said bottom layer
on its side, and remove the stack from the
support.

2. The herein described method, which con-
sists in piling a stack of bricks on a support

with a lower layer tilted and extending along

the edge of the support, and moving the .
stack bodily to turn the bottom layer over:

~
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on its face off said support, and to furnish
a support for the stack.

8. The herein described method, which con-
sists in setting a bottom layer of bricks on
edge and end to end in a tilted line, piling
a succeeding portion of the stack thereover
with the bricks at right angles to said first
layer, and resting thereon at one end, and
moving the stack bodily to turn said bot-
tom layer with the bricks thereof resting
on thewr flat side faces and furnishing a
support for the stack.

4. The herein described method, which con-
sists in arranging the bottom layer of bricks
end to end on edge in a tilted line, placing
the next layer at right angles to said bot-
tom layer to rest thereupon at one end, sup-
porting the other end of said next layer on
a swinging support, and moving the stack
bodily to turn said bottom layer over to rest
on its flat side face and furnish a support
for the brick stack. :

5. A device of the kind described, com-
prising a base adapted to receive a layer of
bricks at one side, and a member pivoted
to said base at its other side to furnish a
support for one end of the stack.

6. A device of the kind described, com-
prising a base formed to support a line of
bricks at one side in tilted position for one
end of the stack to rest upon, and a swing-
ing member pivoted to the other side of the
base to furnish a support for the other end
of the stack.

7. A device of the kind described, com-
prising a pallet board, having a ledge ad-
jacent one side to receive a line of bricks
i edgewise tilted position and furnishing
a support for one end of the brick stack,
and a swinging support pivoted to the other

| side of said pallet board and extending up-

ward to support one end of a stack whose
other end rests upon said tilted line in the
bottom layer.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WILLIAM H. FRANCIS.

Witnesses:
R. E. Bucxkrzs,
G. E. MosHer.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ‘“Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D. C.”
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