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This invention relates to fastening devices, 

and more particularly, to spikes, nails, tacks 
and fastening devices of a similar character. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

a spike, nail or tack having an improved 
pointed end whereby the fastening element 
may be driven into a block or piece of wood 
or the like and when finally driven home, 
will be firmly locked against withdrawal. 
A nail made in accordance with the pres 

ent invention will be found especially adapt 
ed for securely binding two or more pieces 
or blocks of wood together and especially 
for seeuring the walls of wooden boxes or 
crates together, particularly crates used for 
shipping purposes. ~ 
The invention together with its numerous 

objects and advantages will be best under 
stood from a study of the following descrip 

23 tion, taken in connection with the accom panying drawing wherein: 
In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a nail 

embodying the features of the invention. 
Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view 

through the nail adjacent the pointed end 
thereof, and - 

Figure 3 is a view of the pointed end of 
the nail taken at right angles to Figure 1. 

Referring to the drawing by reference nu 
merals 5 indicates the shank of a wire nail 
having a head 6 at one end. The shank 5 is 
made of the usual rounded form and is pref 
erably provided with a smooth surface 

35 throughout its length. At that end thereof 
remote from the head 6, the shank of the nail 
is pointed and in accordance with the pres 
ent invention the pointed end is polygonal 
in cross section and the angles formed by the 

40 sides of said pointed end provide cutting 
edges all of which meet at the apex or point 
of the nail end. 
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In the present instance the pointed end of 
the nail has a cross section as will be readily 

45 seen from a study of the drawing so that 
said end is provided with six cutting edges 
four of which are designated by the refer 
ence numerals 7 and the remaining two by 
the reference numerals. 8. The faces or sides 

50 of said pointed end of the nail are wide at 

the top and diminished in width at the point 
of the nail and at relatively opposite sides 
of the nail shank the faces forming the 
edges 8 are continued upwardly in a manner 
to provide inverted, pointed barbs 9, the cut 
ting edges 8 being extended to the point of 
the barbs as shown. 
The inverted barbs 9 are arranged dia 

metrically opposite one another and are in 
clined toward the longitudinal dimensions or 
axis of the nail shank. : 
In driving the improved nail, the latter is 

placed with its point 10 against the surface 
of the piece or block of wood into which it 
is to be driven, and as the nail is driven into 
the wood the cutting edges 7 and 8 will cleave 
through the wood fibers and will not tear or 
split them so that there will be no splitting 
of the wood which is obviously a great advan 
tage. - 

By reason of the herein described improve 
ment in the point or driving end of the nail, 
the latter will be caused to move in a true 
perpendicular path in its downward course 
through the wood, and the point of the nail 
will cause a slight spiral twist of the nail as 
it is being driven, and this slight spiral twist 
gives the inverted barbs 9 an opportunity to 
embed their point into unfractured wood 
fibers so that when the nail is finally driven 
home the same will be firmly against 
withdrawal, since any attempt to withdraw 
the nail, either by force or pressure, will cause 
the two inverted barbs 9 to penetrate at dif 
ferent angles into the wood, thus anchoring the nails securely. 
Even though Y have herein shown and de 

scribed the preferred embodiment of the in 
vention, it is to be understood that the same is 
Susceptible of further changes, modifications 
and improvements, coming within the scope 
of the appended claim. p 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new is: 
A nail of the class described comprising an 

elongated cylindrical shank provided at one 
end with a flat head, and at a relatively oppo 
site end with a driving point, said nail at the 
driving point thereof having on two opposite 
sides thereof flat tapered faces, said faces 
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having their smallest ends merging into the 
point, and additional flat tapered faces ex 
tending in reverse directions from the first 
named faces a portion of the distance around 
the circumference of the nail and merging 
at diametrically opposite sides of the nail 
into elongated cutting edges converging to 
ward and merging into the point of the nail; 
said additional flat tapered faces at their 
widest ends continuing upwardly and out 

1,918,986 

wardly to provide inverted pointed barbs 
having sharpened edges merging into and 
forming continuations of the aforementioned 
cutting edges; and the first mentioned 
flattened faces where they merge with said 
additional flat tapered faces forming addi 
tional elongated cutting edges converging at 
the point of the nail. 

GEORGE. F. S.HEARMAN. 

70 

16 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

05 

110 

115 

20 

25 

30 


