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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, DWIGHT L. SMITH, of 

Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im 
provement in Suspender-Buckles; and I do 
hereby declare the following, when takenin con 
nection with accompanying drawings and the 
letters of reference marked thereon, to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same, and 
which said drawings constitute part of this 
specification, and represent, in 

Figure 1, a front view of the buckle com 
plete; Fig. 2, a rear view of the same; Fig. 3, 
a side view of the same; Fig. 4, a vertical cen 
tral section; Fig. 5, a front view of the frame 
detached; Fig. 6, the slide detached; Fig. 7, 
the spring-plate detached. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in that class of buckles for suspenders in which 
a hook is formed upon or attached to the 
lower side of the buckle, by which to attach 
the braces; and it consists in the construction, 
as hereinafter described, and particularly re 
cited in the claim. 
The frame of the buckle is made from a single 

piece of wire bent, as seen in Fig. 5, to forin 
the hook a, the lower side, b, the two ends 
c c, and the top d, the ends of the wire meet 
ing on the upper side, d, and they are secured 
in any suitable manner, preferably by a tube 
embracing the upper side, as indicated in Fig. 
1, this being a common construction of frame. 
The slide or clamp is made from sheet metal, 
as seen in Fig. 6, it being of a length corre 
sponding to the length of the frame, and con 
sists of two bars, ef, with a slot, g, between. 
The bare is the lower bar, and its upper edge 
is preferably serrated and is turned toward 
the front, as seen in Fig. 4. This slide is con 
structed at each end with a lateral projection, 
h. The slide is placed upon the rear side of 
the frame and upon the two ends c. c. Then the 
projections h h are closed around the respect 
ive ends of the frame, so as to form slides for 
the movement of the bar, as indicated in 
broken lines, Fig.1, and so that the baris free 
to move up and down, or toward and from the 
upper side of the frame. The upper edge of 
the bar e turns forward through the frame 
and forms a jaw for engaging the strap, and 
it may be serrated, as seen in Fig. 6, or with 
a straight edge, as indicated in broken lines, 

Fig. 6. The spring i for the hook of the 
buckle is made as a part of a plate, l, which 
is secured to the lower side of the frame. This 55 
plate is made of ornamental shape, and with 
a lateral projection, m, at its two ends, and 
with similar downward projections, n, on its 
lower edge, the spring i extending centrally 
downward from the platel, as seen in Fig. 7. 6o 
The tongue-plate is applied to the frame by lay 
ing the plate upon the front side of the frame, 
then closing the projections m in around the 
respective ends of the frame and the down 
ward projections n n around the lower side, b, 65 
of the frame, which firmly unites the plate to 
the frame and leaves the spring inside the 
nose of the hook, as seen in Figs. 1 and 4. This 
completes the buckle. 
The spring-bar e may be made highly orna- 7o 

mental, and not only serve as a support for the 
spring, but add materially to the tasteful ap 
pearance of the buckle. 

In applying the suspender or strap it is in 
troduced from the rear through the slot g in 75 
the slide downward, over the jaw-edge of the 
bare, thence turned through the frame beneath 
the bar e and above the plate l, as seen in 
Fig. 4, and the strain upon the strap comes 
upon the slide through the barf, tending to 8c 
raise the slide and draw the jaw-edge of the 
bare toward the upper side of the frame, and 
so that the strap is grasped between the upper 
side of the frame and the jaw - edge of the 
bare. - 

I claim 
The herein-described buckle, consisting of 

a frame formed from a single piece of wire, 
combined with a slide on the back side of the 
frame, the two ends of the slide closed around 9o 
the respective ends of the frame and so as to 
move freely thereon, the said slide constructed 
with a longitudinal slot forming two bars, ef, 
the lower bar, e, having its upper edge turned 
forward through the frame, and a plate, l, 95 
made from sheet metal, secured to the lower 
side of the frame, and with an extension, i, 
therefrom to form the spring for the hook, all 
substantially as described. 
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Witnesses: 
JAMES STOWELL, 
H. L., SLAUSON. 


