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UNITED STATES

120,346

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM H. TOWERS, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN WASH-BOARDS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 120,346, dated October 24, 1871.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiam H. TOWERS, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have made a new and useful Imn-
provement in Wash-Boards; and I hereby de-
clare the following to be a full and exact de-
seription of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing which forms a part of
this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view, and Fig. 2 a vertical
cross-section of a wash-board made according to
my invention.

The following description will enable any one
skilled in the art to make and use my invention.

In the drawing, A A are the side pieces of the
frame made in the usual way. B C are cross-
pieces of the same width as the side piece. D
is a panel between B and C, so as to form a soap-
box on both sides of the board. Ak his a series
of rolls let into the side pieces A. The second
roll from the bottom and top should be fastened
at each end to the side pieces A, so as to form,
with cross-piece B, a frame. The lower and up-
perroll should turn in bearings in the side pieces
A. K is an endless belt or apron made of can-
vas, cloth, or other fabric, which moves around
the upper and lower roll. The several rolls
should be set in the side pieces so as not to touch
each other. The arrangement of the rolls in the
frame gives the usual rough surface required in
wash-boards. The covering of these rolls with

the belt or apron made of cloth, duck, water-
proof cloth, rubber-cloth, and the like, gives a
cloth-surface on which to rub the clothes to be

washed. As the clothes to be washed are rubbed
down upon the gpron it will be pressed down be-
tween the rolls so as to form a surface very much
like the common ribbed surface as heretofore
used, with this important difference and advan-
tage, that the rubbing-surface is canvas or some
other textile fabrie, which will not wear the
clothes or blister the most delicate hands in the
operation of washing. The rubbing-surface be-
ing cloth, the same as the goods to be washed,
the water will be pressed through. Besides, it
iswell known thatclothes are much easier washed
by rubbing one surface of one piece of cloth
against another than by rubbing them against a
hard impervious surface of wood or metal. The
belt or apron K is made to revolve as required,
and also by the operation of rubbing upon it.
Either side of the board may be used at pleas-
ure.

I do not claim a frame having either station-
ary or movable rolls, as these have been fre-
quently described heretofore; but

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent of
the United States, is—

The combination of a frame having mounted
within it a series of rolls covered with an apron
or belt, substantially as and for the purpose set

forth.
WM. H. TOWERS.

Witnesses:
C. A. PEASE,

W. B. PERKINS. (91)




