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Box No. 1l Obser\(ations_ where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuatioh of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Izl Claims Nos.: 2,3,7,8.
because they relate to parts of the mternatlonal appllcatlon that do not comply with the prescnbed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This Intérnational Searching Authority found multipte inventions in this international applicatidn, as follows:

see additional sheet

—_

As all required addluonal search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers allsearchable
claims. .

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authonty did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely pard by the applicant, this international search reportcovers
only.those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos
4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Conseduently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: .
1, 4-6"and 9-28 (partly)
Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the appiicable protest’
fee was not paid within the time limit specmed in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

" Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005)
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'Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nps,: 2,3,7,8

1. The present claims 2, 3, 7, and 8 relate to a composition, a
diagnostic kit and an array comprising at least one or two primers
specific for any of the polynucleotides recited in SEQ ID Nos 1-17,
19-21 and 218-220, respectively. However, there is no indication either
in the said claims or in the description with respect to the sequence.
and length that these primers should have. This would require an equally
-unquantifiable and thus unreasonable amount of experimentation, imposing
a severe and undué burden on all those wishing to test the design all
possible primers in order to ascertain the scope of the claim, which is
not in compliance with the clarity requirement of Article 6 PCT. '

- The non-compliance with the substantive provisions is to such an extent,
that the search was performed taking into consideration the
non-compliance in determining the extent of the search (PCTGu1de11nes
9.19 and 9.24). :

As a consequence, claims 2, 3, 7 and 8 are not searched whereas the
extent of the search for claims 6 and 11 is limited to the clearly
defined features, i.e. to a diagnostic kit and an array comprising
probes specific to the SEQ ID Nos as recited in the respective claims.

2. Moreover, claims 2, 3, 7 and 8 relate to -at least two primers
specific for any of the polynucleotides recited in SEQ ID Nos 1-17,
19-21 and 218-220. Thus said claims relate to a high number of primer
combinations. However, support and disclosure in the sense of Art. 5 and
6 PCT is Tacking for any primer combination specific for the marker
sequences as. recited in said respective claims. The description merely
discloses a list of marker 'sequences which are individually
differentially expressed in colon cancer. Therefore, no mean1ngfu1
search could be carried out for claims 2, 3, 7 and 8

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions . in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
"examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the .
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM ~ PCTASA/ 210 '

This .International Seakthing Achority'found‘mulfiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1, 4-6, and 9-28 (partly)

concern a composition, a diagnostic kit and an array
comprising oligonucleotide sequences/probes or peptide
sequences/antibodies specific .for sequences derived from the
colon cancer-associated marker C1085C i.e. SEQ ID Nos. 1,
7-17 (polynucleotide sequences) and 18 (polypeptide
sequence) (see description p. 10-25 and p. 73-80) and a
method for detecting the presence of colon cancer cells
based on monitoring the expression level the colon
cancer-associated marker C1085C.

2. .claims: claims 1, 11, 12, 17-28 (partly)

concern a composition, a diagnostic kit and an array
comprising oligonucleotide sequences/probes specific for
sequences derived from the colon cancer-associated markers
C1086C, i.e. SEQ ID Nos. 2 (see description p. .10-25) and a
method for detecting the presence of colon cancer cells
based on monitoring the expression level the colon
cancer-associated markers C1086C.

3. claims: 1, 11, 12, 17-28 (partly)

‘concern a composition, a diagnostic kit and an array
comprising oligonucleotide sequences/probes specific for-
sequences derived from the colon cancer-associated markers
C1087C, i.e. SEQ ID Nos. 3 (see description p. 10-25) and a
method for detecting the presence of colon cancer cells
based on monitoring the expression level.the colon
cancer-associated markers C1087C.

4. claims: 1, 11, 12, 17-28 (partly)

concern a composition, a diagnostic kit and an array
comprising oligonucleotide sequences/probes specific for
sequences derived from the colon cancer-associated markers
€C1088C, i.e. SEQ ID Nos. 4 (see description p. 10-25) and a
method for detecting the presence of colon cancer cells
"based on monitoring the expression level the colon
cancer-associated markers C1088C. '

5. claims: 1, 11, 12, 17-28 (partly)
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 21(

concern a composition, a diagnostic kit and an array .
comprising oligonucleotide sequenceS/probes‘specifjc for
sequences derived from the colon cancer-associated markers
C1089C, i.e. SEQ ID Nos. 5 (see description p. 10-25) and a
method for detecting the presence of colon cancer cells
based on monitoring the expression level the colon
cancer-associated markers C1089C.

6. claims: claims 1, 4-6, 9-28 (partly)

concern a composition, a diagnostic kit and an array
comprising oligonucleotide sequences/probes or peptide
sequences/antibodies specific for sequences derived from the
colon cancer-associated marker C1097C i.e. SEQ ID Nos. 6,
19-100, 218-221 (see description p. 10-25 and p. 73-80) and"
a method for detecting the presence of -colon cancer cells
based on monitoring the expression level the colon
cancer-associated marker C1097C.

7. claims: invention 7: claims 17-28 (partly)

concern a method for detecting the presence of colon cancer
cells based on monitoring the expression 1eve1 the colon
cancer-associated marker C1057C

8. claims: invention 8:c1a1ms,4,.5, 9, 10, 13-16 (partily)

concern a composition, a diagnostic kit and an array
comprising peptide sequences/antibodies specific for
sequences derived from the SEQ ID Nos. '101-217 (see

description p. 10-25). .
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