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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLARD C. RICHARDSON, OF SAUGUS, MASSACHUSETTS. 

EXPANDING SHOE-FORMI, 

1,060,859. Specification of Letters Patent, 
Application filed June 8, 1912. Serial No. 702,446. 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLARD C. RICHARD 

soN, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Saugus, in the county of Essex and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new 
and useful Innprovements in Expanding 
Shoe-Forms, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to improvements 

in shoe forms, and has for its particular ob 
ject to provide a device adapted for inser 
tion within a shoe, that can be expanded to 
insure a tight fit, and thereby iceep the shoe 
in perfect form and prevent Wrinkling and 
cracking, due to collapsing. 
Another object is to provide lineans for 

expanding the shoe form and which also 
prevents its displacement within the shoe. 
These and other objects hereinafter set 

forth are attained by the means illustrated 
in the accompanying drawing, in which 

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of the 
improved device. Fig. 2 is a plan view 
showing in dotted lines the contracted posi 
tion, and Fig. 3 is a plan view of the blank 
from which the form is constructed. 

Similar reference numeras in all of the 
figures designate like parts. 
The body of the form is preferably cut 

from a sheet of suitable thin resilient or 
flexible material with an outline of the blank 
shown in Fig. 3, and is then bent or shaped 
to conform to the interior of the sides and 
top of a shoe. Said blank is cut with a 
central notch 5, which, after the blank is 
shaped as above described, allows of the 
expansion and contraction of the rear ends 
or wings 6 of the side walls of the form. 
The form is normally shaped in the con 
tracted position, shown in dotted lines in 
Fig. 2, and the portions of the walls that 
are expanded and contracted, commence 
preferably and approximately near the 
greatest width of the form. As thus shaped 
and formed, with the contracted rear por-. 
tion, the body of the form can be easily ad 
justed to the interior of a shoe and be forced 
well forward toward the toe to properly ex 
pand the front end of the shoe, and for use 
with shoes having box toes, the pattern or 
form is cut away at the toe end as indicated 
in full lines and a suitable reinforcing band 
7 is riveted or otherwise suitably secured 
along the edges where the portion is cut 
aWay. 

It is understood that even when the entire 

toe of the form is used, the same is prefer 
ably reinforced, said reinforcement in both 
cases preventing the collapsing of the toe 
end of the form, and stiffening the same to 
retain its shape. 
To retain the form securely in its place, 

well forward in the shoe, a U-shaped spring 
extension 8 is provided, the same embodying 
side arms 9 and a heel contacting portion 
10, which is preferably formed integral with 
said side arms, said portion 10 projecting 
upwardly and downwardly from the rear 
ends or connection of said arms 9 and at 
the lower end is slightly curved to conform 
to the counter of the shoe. This extension 
8 is slidably secured to the body of the 
form, its arms 9 passing through loops or 
keepers 11 suitably secured on the inside and 
adjacent the rear ends of the Wings 6, and 
said arms at their free ends are pointed, and 
bent slightly outward as indicated at 12, so 
that, with any adjustment of the spring ex 
tension, the points of the arms will engage 
the wings and retain the extension in 
position. 
The arms 9 pass loosely through the keep 

ers 11, having sufficient clearance therein 
whereby they can be sprung slightly toward 
each other to release the points, so that the 
extension can be moved inwardly and allow 
the form to contract. 

In operation, the form is inserted in the 
shoe in the contracted position shown in 
dotted lines in Fig. 2 of the drawing, the ex 
tension is then forced back Wardly into con 
tact with the heel, thereby drawing the arms 
of the extension through the keepers and 
expanding the Wings of the body portion 
into engagement with the sides of the shoe. 
With the above described construction, a 

simple, inexpensive and easily adjustable 
shoe form is provided, a form that will in 
sure a tight fit within the shoe and whose 
rear portion can be made high to support the 
uppers of the shoe as Well as the foot por 
tion. 

Having thus fully described the invention, 
what is claimed is:- 

1. A shoe form, comprising an expansible 
body-portion having rearwardly extending 
integral Wings, and an extension for en 
gaging the heel and provided with integral 
arms slidably connected to said Wings and 
adapted to expand and contract them during 
its backward and forward movement. 

2. A shoe form comprising an expansible 
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body portion, and a U shaped heel engaging 
means having its free ends slidably and 
directly connected thereto for positively ex 
panding and contracting said body portion 
during its adjustment. 

3. A shoe form, comprising an expansible 
body-portion having rearwardly extending 
integral wings and an extension for engag 
ing the heel and having integral arms with 
pointed terminals, slidably connected to said 
wings and adapted to expand and contract 
them during its backward and forward 
movement, said pointed terminals adapted 
to engage the inner surfaces of said Wings 
to retain said extension in its adjusted positions, 
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4. A shoe form, comprising an expansible 
body-portion, having rearwardly extending 
integral wings, an extension for engaging 
the heel and having integral arms and means 
for slidably connecting said arms to the 
Wings, said arms being provided with means 
at their free ends to engage said wings to 
retain said extension in its adjusted posi 
tions. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two Witnesses. 

WILLARD C. RICHARDSON. 
Witnesses: 

CHARLEs W. LOVETT, 
VINCENT R. ABBOTT. 

Washington, D. C.’ 
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