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To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, De Ver H. Warxer, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Bridgeport, in the county of I airfield and
State of Connecticut, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Cor-
sets, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. .

My invention relates to an improvement
in corsets with especial relation to corsets
of that type wherein the corset is short
above the waist and comparatively long be-
low the waist and has as its object, a novel
method of reinforcing a corset to withstand
the strain that comes on the skirt of a covset.

Heretofore corsets have been made with
the body cloth either of a single thickness
all the way from top to bottom or of double
thickness all the way from top to bottom.
Trom time to time corsets have also been
made with stiffening bands over a portion of
the corset, such as a belt around the walst
on the outside of the corset or a narrow strip
around the bottom edge of the skirt of the
corset on the outside. Such construction is
bulky, awkward and ineffective. Such
consiructions as I have referred to have also
the following objections: Tirst. The single
thickness of cloth from top to bottom is light
but not strong enough for the modern con-
struction of corset, which is very long and
is strapped tightly about the hips. Second.
A double thickness of cloth from top to bot-
tom is very heavy and warm and it is es-

ecially objectionable because it is so bulky,

eavy and thick above the waist line where
these qualities are not needed and are de-
cidedly objectionable. Third. Iixtra thick-
nesses of cloth in the shape of bands, belts
or narrow strips placed on the outside of
the corset in any way are unsightly, make
ridges which show through the dress and
are not refined enough for the best class of
trade.

Tt is apparent that, from the waist line
up, a corset should be as light and cool as
possible, because, at and above the waist
line lie the heart and lungs, which should
not, be too tightly compressed, as well as the
soft parts of the body which not only do not
need to be compressed tightly as do the hips,
but on the contrary, by all means, should
not be tightly compressed. From the waist
line down, in the present type of corset, the

strain on the cloth is so great that a single
thickness is ineffective. ‘

T have produced a new and improved cor-
set designed to obviate the hitherto existing
defects.  In my new corset there is only one
thickness of material above the waist, while
there are two thicknesses of material from
the waist down. The extra thickness may
be placed on either the outside or inside of
the corset and the benes or stiffening strips
may be either beneath or on top of said ex-
tra thickness. Tf Dbeneath they may be
either between the two thicknesses or be-
neath them Dboth. The extra thickness is
preferably invisible from the outside of the
corset, If the bones or stiffening strips ave
placed on the inside beneath both thicknesses
of material the additional thickness of mate-
rial over the bones or stiffening strips aids
in preventing them from rubbing through
the corset cloth. '

In the following I have described, in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings,
one form of corset illustrating the applica-
tion of my invention thereto, the features
thereof being more fully pointed out herein-
after in the claim.

In the drawings Figure 1 is a front cle-
vation of a corset, partly broken away, illus-
trating one means of carrying out my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is asectional view of a detail
of construction along the line 2—2 of Iig.
1. Tig. 8 is a sectional view of a detail of
construction along the line 3—3 of Tig. 1
and Tig. 4 is a sectional view of a detail of
construction along the line 4—4 of Tig. 1.
Figs. 2,3 and 4 are on a slightly larger scale
than Fig. 1. '

Similar letters of reference indicate simi-
lar parts throughout the several views.

« and D indicate the two halves of a corset
adapted to be fastened together in front by
any suitable detachable fasteners ¢ and to be
fastened together in the back by a lacing
(not shown) passed through the usual eye-
lets d. )

e ¢ indicate hose supporters of any suit-
able kind. ' )

As each half of the corset is identical
with the other I shall describe but one of
the halves as D.

The corset as illustrated comprises an
outer thickness of material # extending from
top to bottom of the corset. Over this is
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laid a second thickness of material g ex-.

tending from the bottom of the corset to the
waist line 4. A binding piece covers the
lower edges of the corset. At the waist line
% 1s shown a tape j covering the overlapping
upper edge % of material ¢ on material f.

The two thicknesses of material may each
be made of several sections joined together

in any suitable manner.

Bonesor stiffening stripsm areshown asin-
closed in a folded fabric n in turn inclosed
in a pocket 0. Pockets o, thus inclosing the
bones or stiffening strips m are shown as
placed on the back of the corset extending
across the tape j covering overlapping edge
k of material ¢, and stitched to the thickness
of material f and ¢ by lines of stitches p ex-
tending through both of said thicknesses # and
g through tape j and through pockets o and
fabric n. It is thus seen that in the corset
as illustrated the edge % and the tape-j are
free between the pockets and neither con-
nected to each other nor to material f in that
space. There are no longitudinal lines of
stitching on the outside the corset to indi-
cate the presence of the second thickness of
material ¢ and the tape j conceals the over-
lapping edge % on the inside. :

As it'is obvious that variations may- be
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made in the construction as described with-
out departing from the spirit of my inven-
tion, I do not restrict myself to such de-
tailed construction further than the scope
of the appended claim demands.

Having described my invention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent is:

In a corset a single thickness of material

from top to bottom of the corset, stiffening
strips, a binding strip at the bottom of the
corset, a second thickness of material ex-
tending from the waist-line down on the
inside of the corset, said second thickness
being connected to the body of the corset
only by the binding strip at the bottom and
being unattached at the top except by ver-
tical lines of stitching forming the pockets
for the stiffening strips, and a tape covering
the overlapping upper edges of the second
thickness of material on the body of the
corset.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

DE V. H. WARNER.
Witnesses:

K. G. Lzarp,
Seasury C. Mastick.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Gommiésioner of Patents,

Washington, D. C.”
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